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“The glory of creation is in its infinite diversity and the way our 
differences combine to create meaning and beauty.” 


Honorary Members: Gene Roddenberry, Richard Arnold, Walter Koenig, John de Lancie, 
Mark Lenard, Susan Sackett, Marina Sirtis, Patrick Stewart, George Takei, Guy 
Vardaman, Rupert Evans, Lorraine Kelly. 


Hi, everyone, and welcome to another newsletter. The typos that have slipped 
through in this newsletter are due to the fact that the temperature is into the 80s 
and we’re melting. We’re not used to this heat in the west of Scotland, especially 
this year when it was cold and wet last week! 


We would like to welcome Marina Sirtis to IDIC, We think it is past time we had 
Marina as a guest at a British convention, although we realise there is a problem 
in that the filming of TNG clashes with most conventions. Why not write to some of 
the conventions and say you would like to see Marina as a guest. 


We made an error in the last newsletter in crediting Susan Sackett and Fred Bronson 
with the writing of the TNG episode, Half A Life. Susan tells us that the episode 
Half A Life was actually written by Peter Allan Fields. It seems our source had it 
wrong this time and we apologise to Susan, Fred and of course Peter. We do hope to 
see more scripts by Susan and Fred in future. 


I am sure you all want to join us in wishing Gene a very happy 70th Birthday on 
August 19th. You can all send cards to him at 5555 Melrose Avenue, Los Angeles, CA 
90038-3197, U.S.A. 


We have put this newsletter out early to avoid our Printer’s holidays but please 
note that the next one will be out late - probably not until the middle of October. 
This is because Janet will be away on holiday when she should be compiling the 
newsletter, For details on submitting to this special 25th Anniversary newsletter 
see the end of this letter. We are specifically looking for items that reflect the 
history of fandom over the last 25 years and how it affected your life, through 
friendships, hobbies, interests - even careers. We expect the December newsletter 
to come out at the usual time. 


We suppose most of you have heard the bad news about the postage going up in 
September. Unfortunately the newsletters are priced too tightly for us to absorh 
the increase so we will need to put memberships up from October. At the moment we 
charge £6 for 4 newsletters at 80+ page newsletters plus 2 at 72 pages. We are 
thinking of putting membership up to £6.50 for 5 newsletters at 80+ pages and 1 at 
72 pages. The short one is the February one but if we have enough material it may 
rise to the length of the others. Until we know the new postal rate we do not know 
what foreign dues will be but if the dollar rate remains around 1.65 we should be 
able to hold the dollar rate to the States and just put up the sterling one. 


We have now made arrangements so that we can accept credit cards - we thought this 
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would be useful for both foreign members and zine buyers, although anyone can use 
the facility. Foreign members may not know that if you pay by credit card there 
seems to be no extra charge. We just put a debit through on your card for the 
amount in sterling and you are charged the equivalent in your currency at the 
current exchange rates. 


Many of you may not know, but for some years American fandom has had a vote on best 
gine in specific categories, held at MediaWest and known as the Fan Q Awards. 

{Initially it was purely for Trek stories, now it covers several media categories.) 

The winners are usually American as foreign zines are less visible in America; we 

were therefore very flattered to receive a nomination for editing for Enterprise 
Log Entries 84 and Make it So 4 ~ and even more flattered to win an award! The 
ScoTpress zine Fallen Ange! by Lyn Viviers also received a nomination for writing 
in the long story category, but we haven't heard how it did. 





A lot of TV magazines these days do not give credit lists for programmes, so to 
help actor fans find out when the actors are on TV we have decided to compile 
credit listings for the main casts of both original Trek and ST:TNG. We will print 
these lists and any updates in the newsletter once and then they will be available 
for new members or any other fan who requests them. We are looking for volunteers 
to compile these lists so if you would like to do these please contact Janet, 
enclosing an SAE, and please list the actors in the order you would prefer to do 
them. Then, according to how many volunteers we get, we can allocate so many 
actors to each person. Volunteers will need to have some method of finding the 
information - we can give some help with the original Trek actors but we don’t have 
much on the TNG ones, Due to holidays, conventions etc. it may be the end of 
October before Janet can do the allocations, but contact her as soon as possible. 


To Rob Coleman and anyone else who wonders why the contents list is on the back 
page - it is the easiest place to put it, Until the newsletter is compiled and put 
together we do not know what has to be listed in the contents or how many lines it 
will take, so it saves Janet a lot of time just fitting it onto the last page. 

Also we find having it there makes it much easier when checking through back 
newsletters for items. Maybe we should rename it ‘Index’. 


We now have collected over £600 towards IDIC'’s second guide dog and if possible we 
would like to make the £1000 by the end of November. At Conduit we will have a 
raffle and we will also be selling ‘Trek’ items in aid of the IDIC Guide Dog Fund 

so if you have any books, magazines, photos, tapes (professional copies only) ete. 

you no longer need and that you would be willing to donate please bring them along. 
If you are not going to Conduit please send items to Sheila. We will accept items 

for personal sale as long as you donate 50% or more to the IDIC Guide Dog fund. 
Where you do want some money back for the items please price items clearly and keep 
two lists (with prices and your name and address), one to give to the person 
manning the table and one for you to keep. 


There is another raffle in aid of the IDIC Guide Dog Fund in this newsletter. 

This time we are offering an IDIC pendant similar to the one worn by Spock in Is 
There In Truth No Beauty. We are also offering a set of 6 TNG coasters which have 
photos of the crew, plus a runners-up prize of a year’s membership of IDIC. The 
pendant will be drawn first but you may indicate a preference. Please put your 
name and address or membership number on each individual ticket. Tickets are £1 
{or $2) for the strip of 5; please send your tickets [and money, of course!) to 
Sheila or Janet by September 20th. Winners wil! be announced in the next 
newsletter. Note: Please do not cheques for less than £1 - we will accept stamps. 


Our thanks to Barbara Ellams, Sheila Cornail, Lisa Dearnley-Davison, Mark French, 
Muriel Jarrett, Jim Redrup, Steven Rowe, Jenny Turner, Helen Wimble and anyone we 
have inadvertently forgotten to mention, for sending information and/or cuttings. 


Thank you to B. J. Ambrose, Jean Barron, Claudia Baschke, Terri Briggs, Roger Buck, 
Fiona Campbell, Rosemary Chivers, Sheila Cornall, Lisa Dearnley-Davison, Mark 
French, Kathleen Glancy, Muriel Jarrett, Kari M. John, Gary Leeke, Pippa Lightfoot, 
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Masako Noguchi, Mark Payne, J. Schmidt, Jean Sloan, John Spelling, Martin Stahl, 
Jenny Turner, Fraser Williamson, Edward Woo and everyone else who has donated 
money, collectibles, and/or used stamps for the Guide Dogs for the Blind 
Association. 


For those new members who have asked: we accept all used stamps for the Guide Dogs, 
both British and Foreign. The stamps are sold by weight so they are worth more 
when they are still stuck on part of the envelope. If you have time to trim them 

it is a big help to us - leave about 1/4" of envelope around the mp if possible. 
Make sure you do not damage the stamps as then they are worthless, The Guide Dogs 
get £3.25 per kilo of stamps. 








The ~ 2 date for the next newsletter is September ith. Send contributions ta 
Janet until August 25th, after that send anything to Sheila. The newsletter may 
not be out until the middle of October. 


Janet, Sheila, Valerie 6/7/91 


FIO IRA A IK ICC 


LATEST STAR TREK NEWS 


compiled by Janet Quarton 
GENE RODDENBERRY 


Star Trek’s 25th Anniversary celebrations were launched on Thursday 6/6/91; 1000 
people watched a new office building at Paramount Studios being named for creator 
Gene Roddenberry. Both the original and Next Gen cast were at the proceedings. 
The ceremony took place outside the front of the building with William Shatner 
seated to Gene’s right and Patrick Stewart to his left. 


Entertainment Tonight showed a small bit of Gene’s speech in which he said, 
“Paramount has paid me more money than I deserve...(Pause) And they earned more 
for themselves than they deserve." (Reported by Mark French.) 


There was a nice coloured picture of Gene with both Star Trek casts in the National 
Enquirer, 2/7/91. 


STAR TREK VI 


According to Producer Ralph Winter in Star Trek the Official Fan Club Magazine 80: 
Christopher Plummer plays one of the main antagonists. David Warner is in the film 
as well as Kim Cattrall, Rosana DeSoto, Paul Rossili, Leon Russom and Iman - who 

is known around the world as a famous model. Kurtwood Smith is in the film as the 
Federation President. Mark Lenard is back, Brock Peters will be reprising his role 
from STIV as a Starfleet admiral. Michael Dorn is in the film but not as Worf. 

Cliff Eidelman is the composer and Ronald Roose the editor. 


STVI will have the kind of action you saw in STIT. 

They are still planning for a Christmas release in the States. 

According to Starlog 168: 

It is now no secret that the Klingons are involved in this sequel and Sulu gets his 
own command, the U.S.S. Excelsior. 


STAR TREK V 


Premiered on the Sky Movie Channel on Sunday 23/6/91 at 6.15pp. 
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STAR TREK AT THE EDINBURGH FESTIVAL 


Kathleen Glancy has found out the following information for us: 


Name: Pardon Me, Is This Planet Taken? 

Company: Edinburgh Players 

Venue: Cameron House Community Centre, Cameron House Avenue. 

Dates: 12th - 24th August, except Sundays. 

Time: 7.45pm, finishes about 9.45pm. 

Price: £4.50, £2.50 concessions (pensioners, unemployed etc.) for unreserved 
seats, 


Authors: John Jakes (the SF and North and South one) and Gilbert M. Martin. 
Description: The British premiere of the musical dedicated to the cult Sci-Fi 

{don’t blame me, blame the Fringe Brochure writers) series Star Trek. Sit back and 
be entertained by Captain James Church and his crew with good humour and songs in 
the 22nd century. (Not the Trek opera, obviously.) 

To Get There: Several buses. Free Parking. 

Fringe Box Office, Box YQ, Fringe Box Office, 180 High Street, Edinburgh EH1 i@S 


Give full details as above and send an SAE if booking by post. Contact me for 
advice on how to get there, which I’ give once I find out for myself. 
Kathleen Glancy, 21 Barony Street, Edinburgh EH3 6PD. Tel, No. 031 556 8994 (Home) 


O31 5244 2428 (Work) 


STAR TREK: THE NEXT GENERATION 


Tasha’s back! For all those who didn’t believe it ~ told you so! Without giving 
anything away, the last episode of the dth season ends with a double cliff hanger, 


and Tasha’s in the thick of it! Friend or Foe? - Wait and see. 
Reported by Lisa Dearnley-Davison 


STAR TREK on BBC 


Gary Leeke and Edward Woo received letters from Mr. Matthew Salway, the Planning 
Manager BBC2, early in June. In brief, this is what he had to say: 


The third season of ST:TNG will follow straight on from the second, 

We hope to show the original Star Trek series again in the middle of next 
year, 

There are no plans yet for transmission of the animations. 

We would very much like to purchase the fourth and fifth ST:TNG series, 
but have not done so yet. 

At the moment there are no plans to show Star Trek any later in the 
evening. Given the competition on other channels, the audience would probably 
decrease in a later slot. However we do keep all suggestions in mind. 

There is no intention, so far as I am aware, to ban any episodes, 
although the occasional short edit may take place. 

We would like to show both the original and The Next Generation at the 
same time; unfortunately finances do not allow this. 


Gary thinks this may mean that the 4th season of TNG may not be shown until after 
Classic Trek has had it’s run and wonders if this will mean a two-year break 
between Best of Both Worlds Parts 1 and 2. This seems unlikely - even the BBC 
can’t be that daft. Since there are only 26 episodes in each season of TNG (except 
season 2 which had only 22) we don’t see why they couldn’t show 6 months of TNG 
followed by 6 months of classic Trek. On the other hand if the BBC buy the rest of 
TNG (which seems likely} and continue to show it every week (which seems unlikely), 
we could catch up with the States around the beginning of October 1993 - about 3 
months behind the original screening of the 6th season, 


If you would like to write to Mr. Salway with your ‘suggestions’ his address is: 
Mr. Matthew Salway, Planning Manager BBC 2, BBC Television Centre, Wood Lane, 


London Wi2 7RJ. 


Remember to be polite. 


Star Trek: The Next Generation screening dates and ratings ~ the figures are taken 
from Broadcast: 











29. 17/4/91 Elementary, Dear Data 29) BBC 2 Rating: 2 ~ 4. million viewers, 
30 24/4/91 The Outrageous Okona (30) BBC 2 Rating: 9 32.54 million viewers. 
31 1/5/91 Loud As A Whisper (31} BBC 2 Rating: 8 3.5 million viewers. 
32 8/5/91 The Schizoid Man (32) BBC 2 2 - 3.6 million viewers. 
33 15/5/91 Unnatural Selection (33) BBC 2 3.7 million viewers. 
34 22/5/91 A Matter of Honor (34) BBC 2 Rating: ? 2.92 million viewers, 
35 29/5/91 The Measure of a Man (25) BBC 2 Rating: 2 - 2.6 million viewers. 
36 3/6/91 The Dauphin (36) BBC 2 Rating: 3 32.8 million viewers. 


37 12/6/91 Contagion (37). 
38 19/6/91 The Royale (38) 


FOI OAR AEA, 


STAR TREK IN THE NEWS 


compiled by Janet Quarton 


The purpose of this column is to let you know which magazines to look out for as 
well as letting you know some of what has been printed in the papers. Most 
magazines are available from the book shops listed at the end of the newsletter or 
in the Merchandising column. 


STAR TREK THE OFFICIAL FAN CLUB 79 April/May 1991. 

Articles on: John Vornhold, author of Masks and Contamination; Whoopi Goldberg; 

Gene Roddenberry - Creating Guinan; From Fan to Professional - Ron Moore (Executive 
Story Editor,) David Carren (Story Editor), Mike Okuda (Scenic Art Supervisor, 
Richard Arnold (Research Supervisor); Star Trek VI Update - Interview with Producer 
Ralph Winter. 


STAR TREK THE OFFICIAL FAN CLUB 80 June/July 1991. 

Articles on: Jonathan Frakes - Directing a New Enterprise (5 pages), Tony Todd who 
played Worf’s brother K’urn in Sins of the Father, Sarah Marshall who played Dr. 
Janet Wallace in The Deadly Years, Matt McCoy who played Devinoni Ral in The Price 
and Peter David - author of Vendetta 

Star Trek VI Update - Interview with Producer Ralph Winter. 


STARLOG 168 July 1991. 

“Working in the Trek Mine 2 page article about writer Steven Carabatsos. 

"Reger’s Vacation" 4 page article about Harry Townes who played Reger in Return of 
the Archons. 





STAR TREK THE NEXT GENERATION 16 (Starlog} 

Articles on Sarah Higley - Writer of Hollow Pursuits, Bob Blackman ~ Costume 
designer and Keith Birdsong - Stellar illustrator. Detailed transcripts of the 
following 4th season episodes: The Wounded, Devil’s Due, Clues, First Contact, 
Galaxy’s Child, Night Terrors, Identity Crisis and Nth Degree. 


TV ZONE 19 June 1991 

Article on The Effects in TNG, Part 2. Book Reviews ~ Vendetta by Peter David 
(TING). Video Reviews - The Savage Curtain/All Our Yesterdays/Turnabout Intruder 
77/78/79. 


STARBURST SUMMER SPECIAL 8 s 
"Making-Up for The Next Generation” 4 pages plus two full page colour photos - 





Picard as a Borg and Data. 


STARBURST 165 July 1991 

"Boldly Scripting the Next Generation” Part 2 of an interview with Ronald D. 
Moore, Executive Story Editor of TNG. 2 pages of text, 2 full page illos, Tasha, 
Picard and his brother. 

"Fanta: 1 page report on UFP °91 by Stuart Clark. 








"Beam Up A Laugh For Star Trek Pat” 

Article saying Patrick Stewart was fed up with his character being down in the 
dumps - “Even the Captain should be able to have a good time!" So scriptwriters 
respoic..! lL, giving him funnier lines - and a raunchy close encounter with a 
beautiful space bounty hunter. 





"Trekking To The Top" Los Angeles Times Magazine 5/5/91. 
A 5 page article looking in some depth into Star Trek and the deviopment of TNG. 


"Ros lays Down the Law in Space" Daily Mail 16/5/91 
Review of TNG centering on Pulaski. 





"New Trekkers Are Star Turn" The Sun 16/5/91 
A review of TNG by Ruth Brown of Enterprise Originals. 





*Trekkies in an Illogical Enterprise” Mail on Sunday 19/5/91. 
According to this there are already 900 claimants for a share of the £250,000 in 
the Shell Star Trek competition - they have all managed to scratch out 7 Kirks. 


"The Mad Mad World of Lady R! Today 18/6/91. 


Rosemary Aberdour once spent £150,000 turning her £800-per~week flat into the 
bridge of the Starship Enterprise for a Star Trek bash. The lounge doors, replaced 
with sliding plates, swished aside at the touch of a hand. Star Trek videos played 
on TV screens and in the next room Spock spoke from a giant screen. 


"100 And Out Of This World" Daily Star 19/6/91 


TNG has now notched up 100 episodes. Mobbed wherever he goes, Patrick Stewart 
says, "Now I know what it feels like to be Michael Jackson." 





“Hair-Raising Adventure for Star Trek Captain" Daily Mirror’s London/South TV 
Weekly 1st~7th June, 91. i 

Article about Patrick Stewart which says he attended a convention to find that 

crowds of people had shaved their heads to look like him. This seems unlikely. 





"Tonight's Choice" Daily Star 5/6/91. 

Pat Codd recommends TNG, especially with Whoopi Goldberg in it. 
"Michael’s A Monster Hit" Daily Star 26/6/91. 

Article about Michael Dorn mentioning his previous roles in Chips, Knots Landing 
and Faleon Crest. The article says Michael is playing Worf’s great grandfather in 
STVI. 





AAA RAR AAA AAI 


ACTOR INFO 


compiled by Janet Quarton 


William Shatner: According to a press release from Calibre Press, Mr Shatner has 
been signed by them to host and narrate a home video production titled Ultimate 
Survivors: Winning Agsinst Incredible Odds. It is a 90 minute documentary focusing 
on four police officers who endured extraordinary life-threatening events and the 
surprising lessons they learned about the qualities needed to survive. (info STW) 
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Wiliam Shatner - This Morning 29/5/91. Reported by Muriel Jarrett 

I was surprised to see an interview with William Shatner on TV recently. He 
was dressed as Kirk, on the set of Star Trek 6. He is guite greyish in front now 
but looks good st:ll He said he’d love to go up in space as long as he had 3 
written guarantee that he’d come down again! He talked about his horses and dogs - 
said he’d won several championships with his horses. 

He said no-one knows what makes a hit - unfortunately. 

There were no clues as to the storyline of 6, but he said Christopher Plummer 
would be jn it, They showed a clip from a previous film with Saavik taking her 
test - then taking the Enterprise out for the first time with Spock saying, "There 
is a first time for everything” and McCoy offering Kirk a tranquilliser. The 
uniforms came up a curious shade of brown instead of maroon in that clip, 

(Janet: At the start of the interview we saw Michael Dorn in Klingon makeup in 
the background. ] 


Bill’s fans who have Sky will be counting themselves fortunate. He was in an 
episode of The Magician called The Illusion of the Queen’s Gambit shown on Sky One 
vecently. Hooker is presently being screened on Sky One ~ Saturdays 7pm, and The 
mini-series The Bastard was shown July ist and 2nd (this also had John de Lancie in 
it, 

Police Story is also being shown on Sky One, Tuesdays 11.00pm. Bill did the 
episodes Love Mabel, Bad Apple & Ten Kilos to Nowhere. 

London Weekend Television viewers are able to see Rescue 911 which Bill hosted 
~ it is scheduled to start on July Sth. 

Bill’s novel TrekLords is now out in Bantam Press Hardcover, 


Leonard Nimoy: an episode of Combat in which he guest starred was scheduled on Sky 
One on 29/6/91. Also Marco Polo is scheduled on Sky One for July 14/15/21/22. 


Patrick Stewart: "Real Voyage of Discovery" Dundee Courier 27/4/91 
An article about the series The Shape of the World, recently shown on ITV, which 
was narrated by Patrick Stewart. 


George Takei Blood Oath, in which George plays Takahashi, opened in London in 
March and went on general release on April Sth - we hope you managed to see it. 
Ena Glogowska tells us that George feels that he has given a good performance in 
this film. He had a delicate line to tread between his American and his Japanese 
connections, but he feels that the truth is the truth, unpalatable though it may 
be, and it camnot be hidden away. The film has been given a new title for its 
American run; it will be known as Prisoners of the Sun. 


The play by Philip Gotanda called The Wash completed a successful run in Los 
Angeles, at the Mark Taper Forum, on February 16th, 1991. It played in New York at 
the Manhatten Theatre Club last Oct/Nov, and had good write-ups. George played the 
character of Sadao, a 66 years old widower with a happy disposition and a nice 

sense of humour. He wins the lady in this one! 


George's previous film, Return to the River Kwai, has recently been shown on Sky 
movies, 


Watch out for George in an episode of Voyage to the Bottom of the Sea, called 
Silent Saboteurs. (CH4 Sundays, 13.00) 


Brent Spiner is recording an album of songs titled OV Yellow Eyes is Rack, and one 
of the songs is an old Sunspots number entitled It’s a Sin to Tell A Lie. Backing 
vocals on this song are provided by Patrick Stewart, Michael Dorn, LeVar Burton and 
Jonathan Frakes. Brent says they would love to de a music video on the barber’s set 
of TNG. (info Entertainment Tonight) 


Whoopi Goldberg was interviewed on The Oprah Winfrey Show on Channel 4 on 26/6/91. 
She talked about Ghost and The Long Waik Home but never mentioned Star Trek. 


BORO RRO 


8 


MERCHANDISE 


compiled by Janet Quarton 


BOOKS - 
June P65 T48 Renegade by Gene DeWeese Pocket Books & Titan 
July The Making of Star Trek by Stephen &. Whitfield and Gene Roddenberry 


Titan 

P9 T49 Triangle by Sondra Marshak and Myrna Culbreath. Titan 

TNGL7 Boogeyman by Mel Gilden. Pocket Books & Titan 
Aug P? T50 Legacy by Michael Jan Friedman. Pocket Books & Titan 
Sept P31 T51 Battlestations! by Diane Carey. Titan 
Oct TNG18 Q In Law by Peter David. Pocket Books & Titan 
Nov P? T52 (as yet untitled. Titan 
Dec TNG19 Perchance to Dream by Howard Weinstein. Pocket Books & Titan 
(Thanks to Titan for the above info.) 


The ST:TNG Technical Manual by Michael Okuda and Rick Sternbach (July) 


Star Trek : The First 25 Years by Gene Roddenberry and Susan Sackett. This large 
format coffee table book includes lots of new and never seen photos, plus many 
interviews with all the cast and of course, Gene. Due September. (info Sugan 
Sackett) 


Star Trek: The Next Generation Poster Magazine. Issue 1 £1.50 Visual Imagination. 
Poster of the Enterprise pius an article on the Enterprise and one on Encounter at 
Farpoint. Unfortunately to assemble the episode guide as they suggest you would 
have to cut up the poster. 


VIDEOS 
ST:TNG 

THE CHILD/WHERE SILENCE HAS LEASE (14) 
ELEMENTARY, DEAR DATA/THE OUTRAGEOUS OKONA (15) 
LOUD AS A WHISPER/THE SCHIZOID MAN (16) 
UNNATURAL SELECTION/A MATTER OF HONOR (17) 
Due next. 

MEASURE OF A MAN/THE DAUPHIN (18) 
CONTAGION/THE ROYALE (19) 

TIME SQUARED/THE ICARUS FACTOR (20) 

PEN PALS/Q WHO (21) 


Original series tapes prices vary, starting at £9.99, 
78/716 WAY TO EDEN/REQUIEM FOR METHUSELAH 
77/78/79 SAVAGE CURTAIN/ALL OUR YESTERDAYS/TURNABOUT INTRUDER 


SEO 


POSTBAG 


We welcome your letters of comment and discussion for this section on the 
understanding that they will be printed and may be edited for length or content at 
our discretion, 


Some pointers: When referring to anything in a previous n/l make it clear what you 
are talking about for those who do not have that newsletter. 

Keep your letters as short as possible - a_ maximum of 700-750 words. If you 
find this impossible consider whether you should be writing an article instead. 

We encourage active discussion, but please try to avoid negative and 
aggressive letters, 

Keep letters separate from other submissions and put ‘for postbag’. 





Steve Davies ~ Huntingdon, Cambs 

I’ve just receive n/} 16, after reading it from cover to cover it’s got to be 
the best one yet! I must say that the rumours about ST VI are quite intriguing - 
I'm happy that all the “Spock falls in love" and "Kirk becomes a monk" rumours 
aren't true. Nicholas Meyer back where he belongs ~ in the director’s chair and 
ILM doing what they do best, it looks as if we're half-way to a good movie already. 
Okay, I admit getting a little sick of the Klingons but if they’re being used 
visibly (and not just for the sake of using them in ST [V} it should work. But 
please, no more "Bird of Prey", let’s have the big ships back! All-out war between 
Federation and Klingons a la Errand of Mercy - we could be talking some of the best 
space battle sequences since ST II and Return of the Jedi! But won’t the Organians 
have something to say about that, 1 wonder! 





I’ve accepted the fact that this will be the last, but please Paramount - make 
it one to remember. (George Lucus once said that Return of the Jedi would be the 
last Star Wars movie but now we have another one looming ever larger on the 
horizon, maybe the powers that be wil) eventually change their minds about ST as 
well.) 


If ST VI is set 10 years after V - won’t it be logical that the characters 
will be so much older - therefore no need to cover up spreading waist-lines, bald 
spots and wrinkles, 


I’m glad to hear that Sulu may get to be a Captain but what about poor Chekov? 
After all he’s been through in the movies I think he deserves something - getting 
burnt in TMP, having Jabba the Hutt’s kid brother crawling about inside his brain 
in TWOK and almost getting killed by half the US Marine Corp and 20th Century 
medicine in TVH, I think the guy deserves a break, don’t you? One other question ~ 
the little snippet on page 3 of the n/t mentioned David Warner ~ will that be as 
St. John Talbot (the part he played in ST V and in my mind was wasted on ~ he’s a 
damn good actor and he only had 4 or 5 lines!!)? 


Um looking forward to it whatever happens simply because it’s "Trek" - 
whether’s it’s good, bad, indifferent or brilliant Trek remains to be seen - we 
don’t want just a movie - we want an epic!! 


Keren Breen - hello there from another Piers Anthony fan!! I agree whole- 
heartedly ~ Data is probably my favourite character in TNG and anyone who disagrees 
with the idea that he does count at least as much as the Human crew-members should 
try reading the "Split Infinity" trilogy, by said author (I did prefer Xanth!). 


Lloyd Lewis - re. the number of captains etcetera on the Enterprise Bridge ~ 
I've come across a Commander in the Captain’s position in the Royal Navy but never 
a Captain expected to fill a mere Commander’s position - as Spock does as First 
Officer, Before Kirk was demoted it was fine but now it just doesn’t work - if 
Sulu does get promotion in VI I sincerely hope he gets a transfer as weil, 
otherwise we'll be looking at 4 captains!! 


V’H end on this thought: if everyone does get “killed off" in ST VI and the 
fans (understandably) don’t like it and call for another movie, won’t ST VII be a 
little silly... "Star Trek VII - The Search for Kirk, Spock, McCoy, Chekov, Sulu, 
Uhura, Scotty...?" 





Helen White - cross my heart and hope to wear a red sweater - I too love 
Spock's Brain - it ranks right up there with the worst episodes of “Lost In Space"! 


Rachel Lindfield - Burgess Hill, West Sussex 

I agree with your new policies on the postbag, especially the one about 
complaining about (or making negative comments) in the letters. I am sure we have 
all heard most of them before. 





Brenda Callagher - Weymouth, Dorset 
The postbag section is sometimes too long with too much waffle. I know a lot 
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of fans lke to delve deep into character backgrounds, but I like ST (especially 
TNG) for the pure escapism. Some of the letters are so 0.T.T. 1 don’t even bother 
to finish reading them, I’m afraid. 


Maggy - Cheylesmore, Coventry 
First, a big hello to my friend Sue Richardson, keep the letters coming! (She 


won’t mind me saying she's as mad as me.) 





Please keep the zine ads in, I agree with A. L. Parris. Parris - I guess I've 
just been lucky as I have often sent cash on trust to the USA and never been let 
down. (Yet) 


Lesley Hatch - thanks for the mention in the last N/L. 


Susan Burdfield - I went to my first con (UFP) with my kids, 8 & 12, plus a 
very reluctant husband. They loved it. The Trekkers in red uniforms and the sales 
room went down best. I’m dragging them to T’Con and the LN Con next. By the end 
of the year we'll all be Trekkers. 


Jenny Turner - I can only afford a day at a con, as I pay for my two kids and 
hubby as well. I spent a mint in the sales room (paradise!) so I hope they keep 
the one day registrations too. Plus it led to me Joining two more groups. 


I've kept this as short as possible to make room for zine ads (hint hint). 
Thanks to all the authors of Spock story zines, you’re making me bankrupt! But 
keep’em coming, 


Anne. Dorrian - Donaghadee, Co, Down, Ireland 
Firstly, may I say that IDIC is brilliant!! Pardon my enthusiasm, but I 


wasn’t even born when the classic Star Trek first started, and my only real 
experience of it has been through the films/books. So in a sense you're educating 
me! Also, the area where I live isn’t exactly plentiful in ST/TNG material, so I’m 
doubly grateful for the information you provide. 





As one of the "younger generation", I must admit that my preference is for 
TNG, I can relate to it more. My family would say that it is my Vulcan tendencies 
raising their head, but I much prefer Picard’s calm, logical, diplomatic style to 
Kirk’s gung-ho style. If anyone wants to re-educate me on that point, they’re 
welcome to try. Suffice it to say that at this point in time my favourité 
characters are Picard, Spock, Data and Doctors McCoy and Crusher. 


In short, while I am trying to catch up on classic ST, I have a sneaky 
suspicion that TNG would give it a run in the preference stakes (and it has nothing 
to do with the fact that Patrick Stewart is drop-dead gorgeous.and sexy!) That I 
am writing a letter to you is a minor miracle, your contributors are of such a high 
standard in every way. They raise so many reactions in me both good and bad, that 
I doubt that I could answer any of their theory/comments adequately. 


So, I guess what I am trying to say is thank you for showing me a "life-line" 
(if you will} to ST, Hopefully as I become more "geared up" I’ll make a more 
positive contribution but for now, keep up the good work! 


Simon Goodall - Westerham, Kent 

With regard to Pete Sipple’s letter in N/L 16, I personally do not feel he is 
being at all ‘picky’ when questioning small technological details within Star Trek 
as attention to apparently ‘trivial’ detail lends solidity, continuity and 
believability to the highly speculative world of fantasy and also reflects the 
degree of respect the producers have for the genre and the amount of intelligence 
they credit the fans as having. 





When attention is paid to small detail the creation of an alternate reality is 
complete and can ‘draw in’ and ‘envelop’ the viewer, so adding to the credibility 
of the episode, and it can perform its basic function of allowing the viewer to 
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escape from his/her present reality into an equally believable alternate existence. 


I find nothing more horrible than being totally absorbed in a show only to be 
suddenly jolted back to my own frame of reference by a small but careless ‘flaw’ in 
the mask of alternate reality that that reminds me that it’s just a set, or a fancy 
special effect and a bunch of actors, so defeating the very object of its creation. 


I too have some 'niggles’ with regard to TNG technology that others more 
enlightened than I might be able to explain. 


1. Why, after 60 years of advancing technolegy, can the Galaxy Enterprise 
only reach warp speeds comparable with those of the ‘old’ Enterprise? 


2. Why has the transporter technology apparently taken a step backwards with 
personnel having to stand ‘stiff as boards’ during the beaming process 
when in the earlier movie versions free movement was possible during 
beaming? 


3. It would appear that the Galaxy ships rely on a ‘pulse’ of warp energy to 
propel them into warp space, yet this new method does not appear to have 
any advantages with regard to speed (see point 1). 


4. Whilst medical science has advanced beyond all recognition in the 23rd 
century, especially in the area of neurosurgery (Spock’s Brain}, why do 
Geordi’s optic nerves prove such a problem? 


Mr Sipple’s comments on the Holodeck and communicators are also valid and in 
combination with the above do nothing to lift my low opinion of TNG thus far. 


Fiona Campbell - Cadmore End, Bucks 

I've just seen the TNG episode Measure of a Man on the Beeb, and because of 
the ongoing discussion about him I felt I had to ask if anyone, like me, had 
vealised with a jolt that their view of Data had been coloured by the fact that he 
was in Human shape. If you think about it, a lot of Data’s lines in TNG are 
‘machine-like’ and if he had been box-shaped, for example, he would probably come 
across as having less character than Orac (Blakes 7). Anyway, well done to the 
writers for jolting me, at any rate, out of my complacency! 


By the way, Data is not what we would nowadays call a robot. Was that some 
kind of definition Thomas Hicks gave us? If so it must be a fairly old one. The 
meanings of words can gradually change, eg. ‘sophisticated’. Data is definitely 
what we would now call an android, and anyway he is partly ‘chemical’. 


Has anyone else got stories like Karen Cloney’s about the ‘discovery’ of other 
Trekkers? 


On to my “favourite things” {shades of The Sound of Music): my favourite 
things about the IDIC newsletters are Richard Arnold’s con talks ’cos they are so 
funny, informative and ’cos I can never get to a con (sob!). I loved Ann Peter’s 
article on Data’s Compassion in n/} 16; I’m convinced! It made good sense. My 
‘newest favourite things’ are Diane Duane’s new books The Tale of The Five 
{non~Trek), The second in the series has a really beautiful Dragon in it, so I am 
completely hooked. Thoroughly recommended books. 


Incidentally: You can tell Angel One was written by a man just by its title! 
Imagine finding a world dominated by women that just happened to end up with a name 
Hke ‘Angel One’! 


To finish up with: the subject of cons. I agree with Jenny Turner, please 
don’t take away one day registration. I’ve oniy ever been on one con (for one day) 
thanks only to one day registration, and that was a while ago. For various reasons 
I have found I have become rather nervous around strangers recently and therefore 
(I apologise for the question) I was wondering if going to a con on one’s own - and 
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staying overnight as one seems to have to do now ~ was generally regarded as being 
‘all right’, ie. safe and not lonely? Embarrassing question to have to ask, but 

I’m determined to do a convention properly next time! Having said that is there 
anyone out there willing to let a ‘waif’ tag along to get to know people at a con? 

i'm actually a pretty normal person (though I try not to sound like one!) 


Finally, would Marise Moriana-Chapman like to get in touch with me? I live 
just outside High Wycombe - near Marlow. 


(Janet: As far as I know quite a lot of fans only attend conventions for one day. 
Conventions used to only last two days, Saturday & Sunday, with some minor events 
on a Friday night for those arriving then. The main conventions now last from 
Friday through Monday but the main days-are still usually Saturday and Sunday and 
rather than just charging for single day registrations most cons seem to charge a 
registration for Friday/Saturday or Sunday/Monday. This gives you the option of 
attending for both days but you don’t have to. 

I don’t think anyone really needs to feel nervous about going to a convention. 
This may sound corny but I’ve always found that (to coin a phrase) there are no 
strangers at Star Trek conventions, only friends who have not yet met.]} 


Susanne Richardson ~ Crawley, West Sussex 

To Helen White ~ Thanks for liking the jokes! Here are a few more for you: 

1) Why don’t Klingon kids play in Sandpits? 
Because cats keep trying to cover them up. 

2) What does a Romulan Frog use for camouflage? 
A croaking device. 

3) Why can’t you do any painting and decorating on the planet Vulcan? 
Because they have no emulsions. (Think about it) 





To Karen Cloney - I was never actually scared to admit I am a ST fan ~- just 
reluctant. However, as I have now discovered, J am not the only one. Although I 
have not actually put my plastic Spock ears on and gone out in them, I do wear my 
ST T-shirts openly and enjoy the comments I get. Mostly good I hasten to add. 


Someone asked what people’s favourite moments in ST were. Mine are legion, 
but my absolute favourite has to be the bit in ST II: TWOK when Kirk leaves the 
wrecked Kobayashi Maru scenario to find Spock waiting for him in the corridor. 
They converse and walk along the corridor passing the 23rd Century equivalent of a 
cleaner hoovering the floor (if I existed then ~ that would be the job I’d'be 
doing....!). I love the look that Kirk gives the cleaner. Shades of "There but 
for the grace of God - go I!" 


Lesley Hatch ~ Warley, West Midlands 

To Lisa Dearnley~Davison: I would suggest that Worf could have been the next 
crew-member to get a ‘come~on’ from Tasha. After all, Riker was spoken for 
(Deanna), and Wesley was a bit young. You could, I suppose, include O’Brien and 
Geordi, but I’m not sure she'd consider them, though I can’t explain what her 
reasoning would be about them. No, I think it would have to be Worf, 





To Grace Hawkins: If you accept that an android is a robot with Human 
‘features’, then I see no reason why Data (a product of an advanced technology) 
could not have somewhere in him a programme which would enable him to procreate. 
The idea is an interesting one to explore, certainly... not that you could do it on 
television, Although, Deanna’s impregnation was a little bizarre, so why not? 


To Edward Woo: To have Wesley as Lesley would create all kinds of problems - 
not just in the States, either, where the name is spelt Leslie for both sexes. In 
this country, he would be mistaken for a girl, I’m sure of it. I’ve had the 
veverse problem all my life, and it is not funny, though you do get used to it 
after a while. 


' To Pete Sipple: My understanding of the holodeck is that there are several 
different ‘areas’ within it which enable different crew members to pursue different 
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activities, For instance, when we see Data in his creation of a woodland scene, 

the area of creation is obviously a large one. However, there is also an episode 
which features Tasha sparring with a hologram opponent in which the area is quite 
small. { tend to think therefore that there must be several ‘areas’ of different 
sizes to allow more than one crew-member to use the holodeck at the same time, 
otherwise they would indeed run the risk of bumping into one another. [ think, 
however, that there might be some kind of safeguard against that. [I think also 
that there are times when the holodeck is used as a plot device, but it does have 
other more logical uses. For instance, there is an episode in either the third or 
fourth season where it is used to solve a crime by recreating the events leading up 
to the committing of the crime as seen from the different viewpoints of the 
protagonists. [A Matter of Perspective - 3rd season} 


Regarding the new-style communicators. I think the automatic routing of the 
call has to do with the wording used. For instance, “Riker to Picard" or "Crusher 
to Picard" gets straight through to him, so something either in the communicator or 
the ship’s computer must pick up on that and route the call to the desired person. 


One final generai point I would Hike to make is that, when reading the 
synopses for the second season episodes, I couldn’t help noticing that the U.S,S. 
Yamato gets two mentions, one in Where Silence Has Lease and once in Contagion. 
Are we to assume that there is a rough continuity of timeline in the episodes? 


Liz Caldwell - Penrhyndeudraeth, Gwynedd 

Jeff Martin mentioned something in the last n/l that I have been wondering 
about for some time: if Data did experience an emotion, would he recognise it? By 
his own admission, he does not feel, yet he might have done so without realising 
it. I think one of the episodes that most clearly shows this is The Most Toys (L 
know it hasn’t been on TV yet, so I won’t go on about it too much), When Fajo is 
taunting Data near the end, saying if only he could feel rage at Varnia’s death, 
you just have to take one look at Data’s eyes to know that he does... and yet at 
the end of the episode he’s still claiming not to fee] anything. It makes me 
wonder if he really does realise what he’s just been through. 


‘a Ow 

All the articles and discussions in the newsletters about Data are 
fascinating. After watching the episode Contagion, in which he is damaged, as he 
sits, talks and behaves like a broken doll, almost like the life-like Coppelia in 
the ballet of that name; I feel it is a tribute to the actor that he can make us 
feel sympathy for him. Although Data is an android, he is by far - in my opinion - 
the most ‘Human’ member of the crew. 


Of course, I have always had a soft spot for Asimov’s humanoid robots like R, 
Daneel Olivaw, much preferring him to his Human ‘master’ Elijah Bailey; then there 
is the handsome Tony in the short story ‘Satisfaction Guaranteed’, whose ‘mistress’ 
fell in love with him. 


Richard Fuller - What can I say? (n/l 16) When writing these reviews I cannot 
mention everything about them. Sometimes I even forget things which I mean to 
mention, but I do agree with you that Scotty looks terrific in the kilt.” Recently 
I bought Savage Curtain and was pleased to see he was again wearing dress uniform 
in that. I had no idea though that the tartan was the genuine Scott one. In his 
interview on Wogan last year, James Doohan said that his accent was Aberdonian. 

I’m not sure I would agree with him on that, having spent some time in Aberdeen in 
recent years. One novel I read says that his accent was nearer the ‘shipyards’ of 
Glasgow, rough and ready or something like that. I’m not sure I agree with that 
either, but at times he does sound quite ‘Glesga’; certainly it is nearer that than 
Aberdonian. 


Scotty without doubt is a delightful character, wonderfully eccentric, the 
typical, almost stereotype Scottish engineer. He, along with the other characters 
made the Enterprise crew a lovely, interracial and interspecies mix. Actually, I 
recently wrote a little poem from his viewpoint, so you see, I do like him very 


4 
much, 


John Marshallsay ~ Your comments in n/l 16 about civilisations that move 
faster than ours, reminds me of a short story by (I think) John Varley, about a man 
who is contacted by scientists from a people who live on his hand. Every time the 
man scratches his hand, he destroys millions of them, and once he realises that 
they live out their lives at such a different rate from his own, he makes sure he 
does not scratch again for the hours it will take (his time) for their civilisation 
to die out naturally. It is a super story, very well written and quite unique, 
amusing too 


Steve Howe ~ Shenstone, Staffs 

To J. Marcroft - Comet miniatures stock a variety of Star Trek models other 
than the AMT/Erti series. These kits are vac-formed and are not easy to build. 
Unfortunately they are expensive and don’t have as much detail as the conventional 
models (no decals for example, also it helps if you can find the blueprints for the 
model you have as you can add the detail parts yourself.) 





Below is a list of kits Comet stocks (as of May '91) 


DY 100 ‘Botany Bay’ 12" long - around £18 

Federation Class Dreadnought - around £18 

USS Grissom 15" long - around £27 

Tholian Web Spinner/USS Aurora from The Way To Eden. 12" long - around £20 
*USS Reliant NCC 1864 22" long - around £35 


* The model of the Reliant from STII:TWOK is very expensive but if like me 
you’ve been after a model of the starship for years, then this (as far as I know) 
is the only one available. So it is worth the extra money. It is wise however to 
perhaps ask advice about vac-form kits if you’ve never made this type of model 
before. 


I hope the above will be of some help. 


Dowset! am, e 

I sincerely hope that you do not find it necessary to "censor" or curtail 
letters to IDIC, for as previously stated, it is one of the most interesting 
aspects of fandom... the discussion of many and various topics, even if some of 
them digress from strict Star Trek. Certainly nine cases out of ten, it is the 
letters that motivate me to write and n/} 16 is no exception to the rule. 
Personally I enjoy the letters section greatly, please don’t edit, them TOO much... 
although I would definitely consider it your prerogative to do so if you wish. 


Lesley Hatch - If Data looked rather pleased with himself after his... er... 
“activities” whilst under the effect of the virus, I presume that he did so because 
he was programmed to indicate satisfaction... after all if you are going to have a 
"fully functional" Android, you would probably wish said Android to indicate or 
simulate Human pleasure. 


John Marshallsay - Your theory about civilisations in the universe moving many 
times faster than us is certainly feasible. Just take life on this planet, compare 
movement of a snail with that of a greyhound... take the life span of a may~fly to 
that of a Human, There is the theory that time is no-where near the hard and fast 
thing we take for granted, and that if creatures exist on Earth that move at 
different speeds and live different life-spans, it is feasible to consider that 
those exist elsewhere who make our speed of movement "snaii-like" and our life-span 
insignificant, 


Grace Hawkins - | would have thought that Data having the ability to "father" 
children would be a rather cumbersome variety of artificial insemination... albeit 
a reasonably pleasant way for the female in question. Possible... yes... but of 
any practical use? 
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Roger Buck - Hello... that makes four of us in fandom in Cambridge to my 
knowledge!! To the best of my knowledge... and I expect plenty will disagree... 
nobody has ever proven the existence of a soul in Humans... however... would you 
say al] living creatures have souls? If not, why not? if they haven't souis, 
presuming souls do exist, then this cannot be the criteria for determining what is 
“alive” and what is “artificial”. I would repeat what I said in n/i 15... “..life 
is derived from flesh and blood parentage”, for even when life can be created 
artificially (ie ‘Test Tube’) the basic ingredients still come from “Blesh and 
blood". I don’t think soul comes into it. 


Kathleen Glancy ~ Yes, sure... the personifications of “Good" and “Evil” were 
Kirk and Spock's idea of what these people (Abraham Lincoin and Genghis Khan} were 
like (in the episode Savage Curtain). I suspect they got those ideas direct trom 
computer records, which in turn got them from recorded history. The opinion of the 
"good" or “evil of any person(s) has to be dependant upon the views of the 
historian... it is only when you "delve" that things come out of the woodworki! 

Like you though, I can see why Kirk should have chosen Lincoln (though if Bones 
knew anything about his ancestors, I doubt he would have agreed with Kirk!!! 
but I have to agree with you about Gengis Khan... he was no worse {and likely a lot 
better) than any “Chieftan" of the period. Hitler, I agree, would have been a much 
more likely candidate... but there... as with Lincoln, many alive at the time these 
people were in power would not have agreed! 





Lloyd Lewis - See comment to Roger Buck Incidentally, I don’t know what 
Navy you spent seven years in, but as an ex-Leading Seaman, Royal Navy, 1957-69, I 
can vouch that "Make it so", is standard executive permission to carry out a 
previously given order, as used in the Royal Navy during the years I spent in that 
service. 


Sheila Clark - Good Lord... we've agreed twicel!... shall we go for the 
hat-trick or do you think our friends will consider that we are getting mellow as 
we get older??? Incidentally, probably my second favourite scene comes from that 
same film (ST-TMP)... the scene where Kirk first walks onto the bridge and it is 
chaos, wires everywhere, people shouting, bells ringing, alarms going haywire... 
exactly right, as anyone who has had the misfortune to be onboard a ship in the 
throes of refit will testify!! Whoever thought that bit up... knows his/her 
stufftt 


Helen White - Bracknell, Berks 

To Lesley Hatch - I agree with you re people barging into the holodeck when 
it's in use; you’d think that there’d be a locking system to keep people out. I've 
only seen one episode so far where someone was interrupted ‘nicely’. 





Re sexism on the TNG bridge: To Simon Trick and Cath Russell - Thanks for 
agreeing with me! To Ann Peters - I wasn’t meaning it as an analogy, just as a 
point of view, but I take your point. To Kathleen Glancy ~ I agree whole heartedly 
with you, but we have seen a few female high-bods in TNG. 


To Karen Cloney - (re ‘coming out’) When I first started admitting to people 
that I was a Trek fan, I was rather wary of their reactions, but now I say it as if 
I’m proud of it (which I am) and most people are at the very least mildly 
interested. I went for a job interview recently and took copies of a lot of my 

« IDIC items (no, I didn’t get it, I was their second choice, growl) and they did not 
turn me out of their office the second I mentioned Trek. I’ve also been: 
interviewed by quite a few reporters now, spreading the word, although very few 
print anything, I suspect because 1 come across as a (relatively!) sane, normal 
person, who doesn’t drool over Spock (not in public, anyway..!) and talks: sensibly 
about IDIC etc. The papers only seem to be interested if you’re their idea of a 
‘typical Trekkie’, ie deelyboppers on head, permanently-affixed pointed ears, and 
severely glazed expression (oh, I’ve got the last one. Never mind!} Maybe one day 
they'll realise that most of us are pretty much like them {only far superior, of 
course!!!) 
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To Jeff Martin - Doi shite imasu!: gogatsu: hai! And I hope that you’ll have 
got my letter by now! 


To John Marshallsay ~ I think that ultra-fast aliens making the corn circles 
is perfectly feasible. I’ve been fascinated (ahem) by them since they first 
appeared, but I hadn’t really come up with any theories of my own, i was just 
certain that they weren’t man-made. 


To Sue Burdfield - {re sending certain, em, indecent material through the 
post} What an interesting point. Does anyone know? If you like zines, keep away 
trom dealers’ rooms at cons ~ I wasn’t too bad until I found second-hand zin + 
I now have about two hundred! {Shella: As far as we know it’s illegal to send it, 
but it’s not illegal to receive it through the post as it might be unsolicited. 
Anything coming through Customs has different regulations.} 





To Edward Woo - Thanks for your comments. I mention you in my UFP report 
which Janet probably won’t print now, or at least if I didn’t I meant to! ([Janet: 
Sorry Helen, we meant to use it this time but as always we’re short of room and 
since we printed Edward’s con report in the last n/] we thought members would 
prefer your Sea Trek report.] 


I agree with you about Riker - If I were Picard, I’d be getting a bit worried! 
Will obviously wants the old man’s job! I also agree with you re diseases 
affecting all the crew, when it’s made up of so many species. I’m a veterinary 
nurse, and although dogs and cats etc. suffer a lot of the same problems that we 
do, and although we use a lot of Human drugs in our treatments, there are 
anomalies. (EG ~ there’s an anaesthetic, not much used nowadays, that knocks out 
dogs, pigs, horses, elephants etc, with perfect safety for them, but give even a 
miniscule amount to anything feline (cats of all varieties) or apelike (yes, 
including Humans) and you kill them! There are plenty of diseases that affect dogs 
and not cats, for example. 


To John Stevenson ~ Trek is not fantasy - it’s Science Fiction, and there’s a 
big difference. Incidentally, you cannot cure dead nerve/brain cells, and you 
never will be able to, unless Human physiology changes radically. What you can do 
is stop that damage occurring ~ I still wonder why Tasha wasn’t put on immediate 
life-support when Armus chucked her across, and Doctor Crusher didn't really seem 
to bother doing anything. Perhaps her brain was destroyed, or some similar thing, 


Funnily enough, that’s one way in which Spock’s Brain is believable (shock, 
horror} - that Spock’s body can be kept alive while his brain is off swanning 
around the galaxy, 


To Lloyd Lewis (re a surfeit of captains) - Ah! Thanks for clearing this up. 
To Sheila - Hear, hear. I totally agree with you re Wesley/ Wil. 


To Russell Witheyman - Firstly thanks (you know what for). I’m sorry, I don’t 
agree with you that Whoopi overacts ~ to me, that’s just Guinan being herself and I 
love it, Re going to conventions: don’t worry about going on your own - you won’t 
be on your own once you've arrived. Contrive to look slightly lost, or ask someone 
where something is and you will suddenly find that people will come up and be 
friendly - I did, and I’ve heard lots of people say the same. 


To Constance Boyle - I heard somewhere official (may have been the Radio 
Times) that the Beeb are repeating original Trek in September, for the 25th - if 
it’s true, I’m willing to bet that they still don’t show the banned episodes. 


To Pete Sipple - I agree with you re communicators - I’ve often wondered how 
you contact someone specific. Perhaps it’s how you tap it! 


Re the rest of the n/l: I enjoyed Edward’s con report, and Gloria Fry’s 
reasons for Kirk and Deela’s situation. Ann Peters ~ so far as I'm concerned, your 
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article about Data is spot on. Brilliant. 
Janet ~ I tried to keep this short, honest! 
Kari M. John ~ Llanfrechfa, Wales 


‘Ann Peters - I agree with you when you say in n/l 15 that Data “has the most 
attractive proportions of all the males in the cast"! 





Elena Bond ~ I agree that the Bynars are cute. They are also most interesting 
and original. I hope to meet them again... 


After watching TNG for quite some time now I have come to realise that I was 
wrong in my opinions... In n/i 12 I said that NG characters did not have the same 
vitality and humour as the original characters... Well the vitality and humour in 
TNG is now very apparent to me; especially in Lt. Commander Data - there are so 
many instances of this such as his Jerry Lewis impression in The Outrageous Okona, 
being told by Captain Picard that he "babbles" in Justice, his speech at Ira 
Graves’ funeral "to know him is to love him..." in The Schizoid Man... I could go 
on but it would take too long! I find a lot of humorous moments in TNG now. 


As for vitality, well Lt. Yar and Lt. Worf certainly seem very “alive” (except 
poor Tasha who has now left us!) and there is more action in TNG now, 


I’m finding I can "warm" to the characters now (as I once said I couldn’t in 
n/i 13) especially Geordi La Forge, Data and Guinan. Someone in one of the 
newsletters said they noticed Lt. Data and Counselor Troi talking together on the 
bridge near the end of the episode Justice... Well I recently watched this episode 
again with more interest than before... and the Counselor is smiling very happily 
when Data sits at his console... I wonder what they were talking about? My only 
guess is the Edo's "God", 


My apologies to whoever said they noticed this little scene — it’s these 
scenes that make TNG special and what I thought was lacking (at first) in TNG and 
why I found the original Trek so much better. So here I am admitting I was wrong! 
NG characters needed more time than the original characters to "gel" together but 
in season 2 they have "got there”! I find the friendship between Geordi and Data 
very interesting indeed. (It has echoes of the Kirk/Spock friendship.) I also like 
‘transporter Chief O’Brien - I hope he and Commander Riker become even better 
friends - I would like to see scenes of them socialising together. Dr. Selar is 
also another good character; I’d like to see more of her. It’s nice to see the 
Vulcans again. I also like the new Enterprise now.. Ten Forward is particularly 
attractive. TNG seems to centre less on "the big three” concept which I think 
sometimes spoiled the original series. In fact there isn’t really “a big three" in 
TING, is there? 


I would like to recommend the Make It So Zines to TNG fans - I find them very 
good. The best Titan novel is Contamination - I couldn’t put it down, 


I really must put to rights my original view of Captain Picard... he’s very 
fair, seems to be very fond of Data and respects him for what he is; he treats 
everyone equally. He is not Captain Kirk, who I still think is a bit more 
approachable, however I do respect Captain Picard for his excellent abilities and 
qualities. 


I see that some of you find that TNG tends to be heavy on “moralising”: I 
agree also; however I find it justified as the issues in TNG are so relevant for 
this century and the next. And if by watching TNG someone learns from it or gives 
a subject serious consideration, surely this is a good thing? 


We all must be aware of the critica! situation of this planet, which is much 
more evident than at the time of the original series. Change is important; change 
for the better ~ it needs to happen - and fast. Let’s hope the world’s governments 
MAKE IT Sot 


i8 


Chris Brown - Spilsby, Lincolnshire 

Although I feel that TNG has not excelled itself so far, I must confess that 
after watching Contagion my appreciation of it has increased substantially ~ 
although my first love will always be the original series and movies. 





i have, however, noticed one thing about Wesley’s uniform ~ whereas all other 
crew member’s communicators are gold and silver, Wesley’s is only silver in colour. 


Whilst on the subject of uniforms - why in ST II, was Saavik's first year 
service bar showing a grey stripe - indicating Operations, yet her undershirt and 
vank bar were white - indicating Command? 


Still with Saavik, will she appear in STVI? On page 3 of n/} 16 it states 
that she will be, yet on page 46 it states that she won’t! I hope the first is 
true as, if Spock is to wed, I’m sure he would want her to be present. Besides 
which, I think she’s a great character. {Ed: We’ve heard nothing definite about 
Saavik as I write this. The latest info we have will be under ‘Latest News’.} 


With regards to any further original ST after STVI, if two (or more!!) films 
were made back-to-back maybe then the regulars would agree to appear. 


Also, if Mr Takei wishes to continue with ST, then I suggest that Sulu be 
given the Excelsior and we’ll have the Captain Sulu series which was rumoured a 
while back. 


Excelsior - unusual ship - why does her designation begin with NX instead of 
NCC ~ and what does NX mean? 


I also have one possible theory on Denise Crosby’s return as Yar - since her 
pattern was stored in the transporter surely she could be re-created?! 


I would also like to know if the ST animations are regarded as fact or 
fiction, and is there a complete Vulcan vocabulary in existence? 


My final question may seem a little picky - I am making a uniform from the 
movies and wondered what type of boots were worn? 


(Ed: We are anticipating that some of our other members will be able to answer 
your questions.] 


Edward Woo ~ Beatle City, Merseyside 

Lesley Hatch ~ I do agree with your point that people seem to be entering 
other people’s Holodeck Projections without their permission. Another example for 
you is in 11001001 when Picard enters Riker’s Jazz Bar. Surely the Holodeck is for 
the individual or group that is using it. And permission for somebody else to 
enter should be obtained via the intercom. Only in an emergency situation should 
access be allowed by the computer. 





Lisa Dearnley-Davison - Starfleet Security guards come from the Starfleet 
Marine Corp, supposed to be the best to serve aboard a starship, Somehow they seem 
to fall down at this point. In Heart of Glory, once the security screen containing 
the Klingons was broken the security guard.was right to inform the bridge of the 
breakout; however he should have stayed out of sight as the Klingons would have to 
come out to escape. The guard could have held them off more strongly than jumping 
straight into the firing Hine, which was the worst thing to do. Watch the episode 
to see this point if you can’t remember it. P.S, there are fans who work for the 
BBC, but in the wrong departments to do anything. 


Ann Peters, Helen White, John Stevenson - The idea that Denise Crosby comes 
back as Tasha Yar is desirable but I feel it would not be believable to me and some 
fans. Gene Roddenberry has always said it has to be believable for it to work and 
this would not. Tasha Yar could return in someone’s Holodeck projection. If she 
was to come back as a crew member she would have to be a different character and a 
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possible change in appearance, an alien. By the way, what happened to the body of 
Tasha Yar? Was it buried some place or projected into space in a photon torpedo 
tube like Captain Spock in STII? 


Pete Sipple - These new style communicators in TNG that are incorporated in 
their uniform Starfleet badge do have their uses. It means they can contact the 
Enterprise easily and can be beamed up using the badges as their co-ordinates. To 
an alien culture, they may take them as badges and nothing else and would not 
confiscate them, whereas a phaser or tri-corder could be easily removed from 
someone’s person. Against these new badge/communicators is that in the original 
Trek, the loss of contact with the ship meant Kirk and company had to do more 
thinking on their feet. This made the stories more exciting and more dangerous to 
the crew. 


Jenny Turner - I'd agree with you about one day registrations, they have 
changed now. You can either register for the whole con or for any of 2 days, 
Fri/Sat or Sun/Mon. I think one day registrations should continue as many people 
new to a ST con could only afford one day to see what it is like. No doubt once 
hooked, they will have to save up for the next one over the full weekend. That’s 
how we can keep new fans coming. 


Edwin Yau - I read that you like the Enterprise A. Personally I think the 
Enterprise in ST has more personality and I feei Jim Kirk would notice a different 
feel to the ship concerning NCC 1701 A. However I did like the bridge of 
Enterprise A in STV with all those monitors. It looked very impressive. 


The Enterprise C in Yesterday’s Enterprise looks good but 1 couldn’t really 
get a real good comparison. I think the 1701 D is an impressive ship but does not 
have the sleek elegance of the Enterprise from STII. I think Enterprise D looks 
ugly when the primary and secondary hull are separated. 


Karen Cloney - Your article about being amazed to admit that you’re a ST fan 
to other people was fascinating. It follows similar parallels to my own. As I 
initially kept fairly quiet about my ST interest many people at work thought I was 
weird in watching ST, buying the books and going to cons. But that has changed and 
I know many of my fellow workers do watch ST even though they take the mickey about 
it. At work we have photographs of everyone employed on a notice board. A fellow 
Trek friend of mine covered my picture with one of Spock that seemed just to fit 
right. It was noticed by quite a few until the management removed it. As many 
management photos are defaced, it’s our type of humour. My Trek friend on his ID 
card has a picture of Kirk covering his own photo and no one had yet noticed it. 


Sue Embury and Ingrid Smith - I would have to agree with your comments about 
TNG, that once seen is enough. It could be the fact that they are so new 
relatively speaking there has not been enough time for the memory of the story to 
fade. Or that growing up with the original Trek has left you with a different view 
of TNG now that we are all older. Like you I find it a lot easier to watch 
original Trek time and time again. It also may well be that only in the 3rd and 
4th season do TNG stories really come good, and we are currently in the development 
of the characters and their background. 


Have you noticed that Riker likes to use the word ‘hell’ quite a few times in 
a number of episodes, most recently in Contagion and Royale? I'm sure there are a 
variety of other words he could use instead, 


I have probably mentioned this before, but Deanna Troi seems to just sit in 
that 3rd seat position and look stunning but does little on the bridge. Couldn't 
she go on an Away Mission sometimes, like she did earlier in Encounter at Farpoint 
and Angel One? 


As I like Counselor Troi, she should offer more advice to the Captain and No. 
1. She does use her counselling techniques later in some episodes but we haven't 
seen any for a while here. There should be more human interest stories like those 
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in the lst season of Space 1999. For example, the stress of space on new crew 
people, boredom, lack of planetary life and even pet animals. 


The Enterprise looks very comfortable and I wonder if anyone falls asleep 
whilst sitting in those nice soft seats on the bridge? Have you noticed the con 
and ops positions are more central than they were in the Ist season? As they were 
far wider to the left and right edge of the screen. Those Ops and Con seats he 
changed as well; they are more upright than the original ones, which were like haif 
tying down position and the individuai could have slipped off, feet first followed 
by the rest of the body. 





Richard Arnold suggested that we write to the powers that be at the BBC and 
invite them along to conventions. Here are two addresses which future con 
committees might find useful: 


Matthew Salway, Planning Manger BBC2, Room 6068A, Television Centre. 
Roger C. Mackay, Planning Manger BBC1, Room 6071, Television Centre. 


Lleyd Lewis ~ Bridgend, Mid. Glam. 

People keep pointing out that if we, the great unwashed, don’t attend business 
meetings then we can't in future complain about the standard of Con that we get. I 
would like to utter the well known cry of the loser, ie nobody told me. That is to 
say that I thought that said meeting was for people involved with conventions in a 
business sense. In future, now that we all know otherwise, I’m sure that we'll all 
turn up. {Ed: There is obviously a need for a clearer explanation of the business 
meeting in the con package.] 





Does anyone know if the ST Musical is going to be made available on video or 
musicassette to those of us who can’t go? Does IDIC have any contacts in cast, 
management or neighbourhood? {Ed; ‘Don’t know’ is the answer to your first 
questions and ‘no’ to the latter ones. See Latest News for information.) 


Ref the Shell ST game, according to my calculations, to get the first 6 Kirks 
uncovered involves odds circa 1 exp. 500 to 1 against. My calculator won’t go any 
higher so I can’t figure out the odds on the last Kirk (by itself it’s a 9 to 1 
against.) 


Many thanks to John Spelling for the loan of the Powergen ad. I hope that 
you’ve had the tape back by now, John. i 


Can anyone out there lend me Shatner’s Twilight Zone episode? Postage paid 
both ways and return within the week. 


Now for some questions that have been bothering me for a little while: 

i, American government kidnap people from all walks of life and inter them in 
an underground nuclear bunker, which turns out to be infested by vampire bats. 
It’s actually an exercise to test reactions in survivors of a nuclear holocaust and 
the bats are a major mistake. Does anyone recognise this film which I saw in the 
late Seventies? 

2. Ancient Roman gladiator is dug up from the Arctic ice and brought back to 
life in modern America. That’s all I can remember about this paperback which I 
read in the middle to late Seventies; from this rather pathetic synopsis can anyone 
put a title and author to this book? 


Firing positions adopted by ST Security personnel. Yes, I have fired at a 
great no. of moving (non-living) targets; the reason for lying down in this case is 
to give the most secure base to fire from. When fire is likely to be returned the 
prone position gives one's opponent the smallest target to aim at. If one is 
firing and anticipating a need to move quickly then the classic gunfighter’s pose 
can be adopted, ie, side on to the target, feet at shoulder width apart, hand 
nolding pistol extended at arm’s length toward the target, other hand on hip. The 
great advantage of this position is that you only have to bend your firing arm 
upwards at the elbow and hey presto! you're disguised as a teapot. 
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At a pub quiz recently the question asked was ‘Kirk’s middle name?’, [ 
answered ‘Tiberius’ and was told I was wrong (WRONG!! - me?) A non-Trekkie got the 
accepted answer with Thaddeus! Any comments from the learned readership? (Janet: 
it was a fix!! I've never even heard Thaddeus mentioned. } 


Gloria Fry - come in Luxembourg. Deax pon. Sorry you’re not enjoying TNG, 
Do you think you could have liked it, or would you not have liked anything that 
wasn’t the original? I enjoy the programme but can’t imagine sitting down to an 
uninterrupted weekend of TNG on video and alcohol. I also enjoy the introduction 
of new and/or minor characters in the books, the more the merrier. 1 think that 
this gives us a greater insight into the makeup of the universe that we've all 
adopted or vice versa. 


Jeff Martin/Helen White - come in Tokyo. Njhonjin-sama wakarimasen? They use 
the negative from of the verb (wakarimasu \ wakarimasen) and the particle ‘ka’. 


Kathleen Glancy ~ come in - Thedoorsopen. I must disagree with your comments 
about the Disney Studios. (So what? I hear you say.) I don’t believe that the 
Disney classics could ever be bettered but with the partial exception of The Little 
Mermaid, their output has been nothing but commercial tat. The same can also be 
said of Don Bluthe (sp?}). Only Ralph Bakshi has attempted to use Rotoscoping to 
its full effect and if he could achieve for a ST story what he did for Lord of the 
Rings (when's he going to finish this film?) then I think that the original cast 
would be happy to have their voices used. Anyway what’s the matter with Santa 
Claus Conquers the Martians? You must have found more to enjoy than to criticise 
in STV, surely? 


Peter Sipple - Compare the advance in technology over the last 4 centuries to 
what we can expect over the next 4 and I think you'll agree that what TNG shows is, 
if anything, understated! (But I bet they still can’t come up with a video that 
tapes the programme that you meant to set it to tape!) 


AJL. Parris - Hi, it took me 5 letters (2 registered post and 4 IRCs) to renew 
my ST Fanclub membership. 


Ful =. 
To ali IDIC members and in particular Roger Buck, Anne Peters and Kimberly 
Pederson, I join Roger and, I hope all of you, on the road to our dream of a world 
without prejudice, violence and discrimination because someone’s different. 


With regard to the letters section, I believe that it should be maintained at 
its present length because it’s such a thought-provoking and interesting feature; 
it’s the backbone of the newsletter, in my opinion, as it displays all our 
differences in our common interest. 


I read in a magazine that Jimmy Doohan was seventy-one last March. Wow! I 
can’t believe that ~ he looks years younger! I hope when I reach that age I am as 
well preserved. Although Jimmy looked just fine at the weight he was, I’m sure he 
will feel better now losing a bit. In case you’re reading this, Jimmy, 
congratulations ~ and please don't shed the moustache! 


My sister in Bo’ness (Scotland) told me about the Shell Lottery Game at 
garages in Great Britain. It’s a marvellous example of how far-reaching and 
popuiar Star Trek is. {Ed - this promotion is now finished.] 


I'm glad to hear that The Next Generation will not cross into the sixth film ~ 
the two should remain separate. After all, we know that TNG will probably make it 
to the big screen one day, 


Diana Muldaur was brilliant in Elementary Dear Data - she really looked the 
part of the Victorian lady. I think what Sheila Clark said about Patrick Stewart 
was a wee bit unfair when she says that he could run rings around the original cast 
with regard to acting. He may be all right as an actor but he will never be as 
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dear to me as Jimmy Doohan, George Takei, Nichelle Nichols and Walter Koenig. What 
the original cast achieved is unique in acting ability and the amount of humanity 
breathed into their characters as well as the affection they have evoked. Remember 
that without Classic Trek there would be no Next Generation and the two should 
never be compared because of their differences. 


I leave you all with this: to quote Miranda Jones in Is There In Truth No 
Beauty? ~- "I agree with the Vuicans that violent emotion is a form of insanity.” 
How true and wise those words are. When we become angry we revert from our 
twentieth century civilised exterior to the mantle of a savage past. Think the 
next time you get angry — it’s unworthy of us, we are capable of so much more than 
anger. It can be more of a challenge to love and tolerate at times than to get 
angry and hit out - but it’s worth the effort. Without emotion we would be 
horribly cold and computerised - like the Vulcans we would lose a sense of humanity 
~ but we don’t have to bury our emotions to transcend savagery. We just have to 
learn to control our emotions and channel them in a constructive manner. I would 
be interested in hearing other readers’ comments on this. 


Kathleen Glancy - Edinburgh 

To explain first, I wrote a letter for N/L 15 which went walkabout. Much of 
it is now redundant, but there were some passages I did feel were still relevant. 
I have summarised as much as possible, in deference to the lettercol length. 





1. I pointed out that the flag in The Omega Glory was not the flag of the 
Kohms (as Janet had said) but of the Yangs. I accepted her point that Spock would 
respect it as their symbol; however, logically, he should pay the same deference to 
the Kohm’s Hammer and Sickle. Do you think he would have been shown doing so? 


2, I defended my right to criticise ST V, pointing out that Shatner’s 
undeniabie problems were not unique and drawing a comparison with Dances With 
Wolves, also a first attempt at directing. I added that though I am a rotten cook 
I would still complain if served a bad meal in a restaurant, although I could not 
tell the cook where it went wrong. Then I said that having made my feelings about 
the film abundantly clear I proposed to say no more about it. 


3. To Helen White, I said "I never for one moment imagined your crossword 
clue was deliberately racist. My comment was meant to be humorous , and if it read 
any other way I apologise unreservedly. After all, 1 shouldn’t think we have any 
racist members at all given we are all fans of a show whose second lead is the 
product of what a racist would call miscegenation." 


4, To Kari M, John, I pointed out that I had not criticised her as she said. 
I disagreed with her opinion, which is not at all the same thing. In Janet’s wise 
words, there is no law that says to be a Star Trek fan you have to like all aspects 
of Star Trek. J don’t have to think Kirk is wonderful, Kari has an equal right to 
the contrasting view. Neither of us is ‘right’ in her opinion, or we both are, 
however you choose to see it. There is no absolute ‘right’ or ‘wrong’ view. 
Turning to what Kari said on Kirk’s attitude to women, I remarked, “Certainly he 
has a right to be ‘rough’ on women who are for some reason supposed to be trying 
harm him or use him or damage his ship. But how about how he treats a girl who is 
utterly and completely helpless? I refer to the slave girl in Bread and Circuses. 


"To recoup the plot, the ‘Roman’ proconsul is about to have Kirk, Spock and 
McCoy killed. The latter two are in a jail cell, but Kirk is taken to a luxurious 
room and presented with a beautiful slave girl. Now, I admit she doesn’t appear 
reluctant - but then, she wouldn’t even if Kirk was 70, small, fat and very ugly 
with rotten teeth, BO and severe flatulence. Because she is a slave. Let’s just 
consider what that meant. If she didn’t please her master, or anyone he lent her 
to for a night, she could be whipped to death, tortured, killed out of hand or 
sold. {A common punishment for femaie (and boy) slaves was to be sold to the 
municipal brothels or to the arena for use by the gladiators or in ‘spectacles’ 
like graphic re-enactments of the Rape of Eropa.) Does Kirk talk to her? Does he 
try to find out how she feels about being lent to him? Does he offer her the 
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option of leaving or staying on a separate couch? What he does is start to kiss 
her enthusiastically. In the morning, the proconsul explains he respects Kirk and 
so gave him ‘a few last hours as a man’ before his death. Does Kirk say he doesn’t 
actually think it is manly to enslave and exploit women? No, he seems to think it 

a perfectly reasonable explanation. Reunited with his friends and asked what the 
proconsul did to him, he quips merrily, “Oh, he threw me a few curves." 


"There’s the case for the prosecution, Kari. Now, if you would like to 
provide a case for this being the behaviour of a sensitive, caring man who regards 
women as equals and respects them, I will read it with immense interest, 


“as regards Uhura, I agree with you. Kirk did, in my view, treat her much the 
same as his male crew. (What the scriptwriters did to her was something else ~ you 
didn’t get any of the men having to say, “Captain, I’m frightened.") You might be 
interested to know, though, that there is a large group of US fans {at least, there 
was - I don’t know if they are still extant) devoted to the proposition that the 
pair were having a flaming affair throughout the original series. They detected, 
in the very same scenes you and I watched, dozens of clues that ‘proved’ their 
theory. Shows you how opinions can vary.” 


Finally, on the Data debate, I remarked that James T. Kirk would certainly 
have been against an android in authority. Faced with thinking androids his one 
thought was to disrupt their programming (by serendipity he even manages to do 
this when he doesn’t know he is dealing with an android) while the mere sniff of a 
computer in charge of living things causes him to kick the Prime Directive out the 
Jeffries Tube. 


Now, on to N/L 16: 

An interesting thought from Grace Hawkins - can Data father children? 
Logically he should be able to do so only with a female counterpart built to the 
same genetic specifications as himself. Logically, however, Spock shouldn't exist. 


Kimberly Pederson ~ I’m glad to see Colm Meaney knows there is no such thing 
as a generic ‘Irish’ accent. A pity James Doohan never found out that there is an 
enormous variety of Scottish ones. 


Re Mark Pidd’s passing remark in his Hornblower article that Kirk’s procession 
of women might have been put in partly from a need to attract female viewers, as a 
female viewer I found the ‘crumpet of the week’ syndrome very unattractive ~ not 
only in Classic Trek, I should say, there were lots of other programmes on at the 
time with the same defect - and preferred heroes who had steady girlfriends. Id 
say the ladies were there to attract male viewers of the young and/or immature kind 
who wished they had a different beautiful women each week and liked to see a TV 
hero who did. Anyway, that was the only point I could not agree with in an 
excellent and preceptive article. Ajl you Kirk fans, you see it’s your fault he 
never got to grow up properly. 


A 22nd Perfectly Innocent Reason Why Captain Kirk Was Pulling His Boots On, 
etc. Actually it’s quite simple. He had been accelerated but his clothes were 
still only constructed to take the friction of his movements at normal speed. 
Naturally the soles of his socks and boots suffered most and had worn right 
through, so he had to change them. Deela came in looking for a mirror to tidy her 
hair as he was doing so, Actually, if a non-innocent explanation is accepted Kirk 
was letting his hormones rule his brain. He should have told Deela that he would 
not under any circumstances give her what she wanted unless and until she restored 
him to normal and even then all he would do was ask Federation help. He should 
have lied and told her he’d had a vasectomy. He should have told her standard 
Starfleet practice was that everyone serving had a temporary vasectomy or 
temporarily had their tubes tied. Hell, that ought to be standard practice during 
the time of Classic Trek. Different come TNG, but leaving the Classic crew fertile 
is illogical as none of them want to start families and it 1s foolish to risk 
accidents. 
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Elena Bond’s comments are fascinating. I don’t think Edith Keeler was meant 
to be a Nazi sympathiser at all, just one of the more extreme kind of pacifist who 
believes you must never fight no matter what. [I had one such as a religious 
knowledge teacher at school. I repeatediy asked him what he thought could be done 
about the next Hitler if fighting him -asn't an option, and never got an answer out 
of him yet. Edith’s influence, I’m sure, was supposed to have been as a pacifist. 
If there had been a very strong pacifist leader in the USA to combine with the 
isolationist views of many politicians America might well not have provided as much 
help before joining the war. My quarrel with the storyline lies in the fact chat 
the deciding factor, Pearl Harbour, would have taken place whether America had a 
strong pacifist movement or not, and when it happened, as in the true time-line, 
would have meant entry into the war despite Edith’s pleas, which would then have 
been unpatriotic, 


As for Janice Lester, I'd say she is psychotic, period. We have only her word 
that women can’t become Starfleet Captains. Is it not more probable that she, 
personally, was rejected for mental instability when she applied for command 
training and chose to believe that her sex was the reason for her rejection? In 
other words, indeed it is not psychotic for a woman to want to be a Captain, but 
anyone, male or female, who is psychotic is not suitable for the post. Kirk might 
have challenged Janice’s remark, of course, but probably he realised it was useless 
telling her what she didn’t want to hear - she was rejected for being Janice, not 
for being a woman, 


Christine Snow - Worthing, West Sussex 


You are quite right; rereading one’s draft letter after a day or so makes it 
easier to shorten. 


Simon Trick - I agree that history has shown us how much humanity has 
advanced, but I strongly disagree that Mother Teresa is merely a reflection of that 
moral and spiritual advancement. She is who and what she is because she "walks 
with God". 


Kathleen Glancy - another one who likes middle-aged, balding men. I’m lucky, 
{ married one when he was 22 (eons ago), Unfortunately he won't look half as good 
as Picard in that uniform. 


I’ve been wondering about the Atavachron too, and the need to be "prepared". 
I don’t think it has anything to do with one’s cells needing an alteration to live 
in the past. It was unnecessary in "City... " via the Guardian, or after 
sling-shot manoeuvres as in ST IV and classic episodes. It seems to me either to 
be something inherent in the workings of the Atavachron, such as a design fault or 
propaganda. Maybe people having been told that they had been altered so could not 
return would not try to return, Zarabeth certainly believed she could not return, 
and so stayed, allowing us the pleasure of Yesterday’s Son. However, had Spock had 
his wits about him, he might have worked this out, and taken Zarabeth with him. a 
wonder how she would have fitted into the 23rd century society? It would make an 
interesting ‘alternative universe’ story.) But of course Spock was not his usual 
self, The telepathic link with other seif-controlled Vulcans was broken due to the 
amount of time he had travelled back. There was another more basic factor 
contributing, and I think more convincing. Count the star dates from Amok Time to 
All Our Yesterdays and divide by 365. You'll get an answer of 7 years! Spock was 
ripe to meet Zarabeth and going back so far in time broke what little control he 
may have held onto via nis fellow Vulcans. It gave him the opportunity to ‘lose 
control’ in a good episode. Perhaps a more in-depth search of Sarpeidon’s library 
discs (recordings of which were taken by the Enterprise, according to A. C. 
Crispin) will show that it was indeed propaganda concerning the need to be 
"prepared". I still like the episode and especially the resulting sequels. 


Lloyd Lewis ~ you like cherry pie and coffee - any relation of Dale Cooper? 
Back to Trek - lipstick, water-soaked uniforms, consumed food and drink all from 
the nolodeck can and do remain on and in participants when they leave the holodeck. 
it is life that doesn’t, because only the physical presence of it - ie the body - 
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is there, not the ‘life essence’. Picard suggested to Moriarty that some day there 
night be a program to allow life to walk out. I only hope that if our Wes writes 
it, he is very careful. I have a vision of hundreds of people coming out, 
uncontrolled, just like the brooms in The Sorcerer’s Apprentice. 


Pete Sipple - I think the communicator request to other people is actually 
delayed the length of time it takes to say it, so that the computer reroutes it as 
appropriate. I too get niggled (though I've used stronger words in some cases) 
when technical and storyline matters don’t gel, eg the need to get "dressed up" to 
enter the holodeck, so you can walk out still clothed but if you fall in the stream 
you've still wet outside the holodeck. However, it can make for interesting 
discussion when trying to envisage how the episodes/films would have been if the 
average intelligent New Scientist reader had the job of keeping Trek up to date 
with 20th century scientific knowledge ~ let alone 23rd century! 


Helen White - I too can think of other ways Tasha could be returned to the 
series without the need for a "H“ on her head, 


a) Revisit the Shore Leave planet where Bones was patched up after his 
encounter with the knight. 

b) Maybe the "knowledge" on the planet where Spock’s Brain was taken can help 
(it might make up for this terrible episode} or how about what the Fabrini stored 
on Yonada? 

c) Pulaski came back via the transporter with the help of her hair! 

d) Cryogenic freeze as in Neutral Zone and wait till there’s a cure! 

e) The Guardian of Forever was helpful when Bones went bonkers. 

f) Slingshot as in ST IV. 

g) Maybe Wes invents a holodeck program so ‘people’ can walk out. 

h) Maybe there was a "glitch in time" just before Skin of Bvil. Our heroes 
then realise they are living in an alternate time continuum. They contact the 
Guardian of Forever to put the two time lines together, where they find that Tasha 
didn’t die after all because it was the "glitch" that caused Deanna’s shuttle to 
crash, so there was never any landing party - sorry, away team. They could then 
meet the "Skin" in another episode, reunite it with its fellow ‘good’ beings by 
using the reasons and method (transporter) from Enemy Within, It’s just a thought, 
and I prefer happy endings even though City... and Paradise Syndrome are amongst 
my favourite episodes. 


Russell Witheyman - Whoopi Goldberg is playing an alien; perhaps she’s 
underplaying her race. 


Susan Burdfield ~ my son, then just 5, got quite tired by mid afternoon at a 
one day con, even though he did enjoy it. Perhaps if enough requests for creche 
facilities were made, eventually a room(s) would be provided. The mums (or dads) 
could do a rota system, with the talks and screening of episodes piped in by 
closed-circuit TV. The technology exists. It’s just a question of demand, space 
and economics. After all’s said and done there are children in the real world and 
on the 1701-D; Spock would see the logic of it, why not Con organisers? 


Sherry Golding ~ Orpington, Kent 
I read that you will no longer be publishing the "I do not like..." type of 
letter and I decided to reply. 





I agree that this kind of letter is or can be boring, but, by not allowing 
freedom of speech your newsletter will have the most important thing missing. 
Truth! In all of Gene’s philosophies and writings I got the impression that the one 
thing Gene did preach and the one thing he wanted, especially in the 60's when 
freedom of speech was limited, was ‘truth’ and ‘freedom of speech’, Maybe we ought 
to remember that. 


(Janet: We are not meaning to impose a censorship policy on the postbag; we were 
Just putting forward some suggestions so that members can let us know what they 
think. I should have made it clearer what I meant by us not wanting the ‘I don't 
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Uke it because..." letters. The thing is that while most fans like original Treit 

and TNG to varying degrees, some original Trek fans will never accept 3 4180 
some PNG fans have never watched original Trek and may not like jt, Now for these 
fans who do not like one version of Trek, instead of writing letters criticising 

it, it seems to make much more sense fcr them to explore the version of trek they 
do like, I feei that in a fan publication fans have the rght to expect their 
programme and characters to be discussed from a basis of love, not dislike. 








Janice Anio - Walthamstow, Lonaon 

lve enjoyed reading the newsletters and especially other members’ letters and 
My Kind of Trek. I've enjoyed Star Trek for a long time but I don't know anyone 
with the same passion so the newsletters make me feel less isolated. My husband 
tolerates my interest (with lots of ‘jokes’) but I’m slowly getting my young son on 
my side and he’s beginning to show an appreciation of Star Trek. 





I've a smail collection of books and my favourites are The Best of Trek series 
by GB. Love and Walter Irwin. The books contain many interesting in depth 
articles on all aspects of Star Trek. So far I’ve collected up to volume fourteen, 


lm a fan of the old series but I like The Next Generation, The costumes are 
rather stylish, the sets spacious and I think Data is lovable. Nearly as lovable 
as Mr. Spock but not quite! 


Roger Buck ~ Cambridge 


Having disagreed with Ann Peters about the idea of evolutionary change in 
Human nature (while being firmly aware of the great cruelty, depravity and 
stupidity Human beings constantly show each other and all other life}, I must say 
how very, very much I appreciated her thoughtful, and for me, profound commentary 
about compassion and Data, Quite honestly, Ann, this article knocked me out. It 
is the finest one I have read in IDIC and I admire the eloquence with which you 
address what is, for me, one of ST’s most important themes: that emotion and 
compassion (or what I call love), are not the same thing. 


Before proceeding, let me clarify terms here, because words such as emotion, 
feeling, love have so many meanings different to each of us. What I call love has 
little to do with emotion which is instinctive and reactionary: you show me 
kindness, and I return the same, you are hostile to me and the same emotion is 
engendered in me. For me, love needs to be separated from the reactions of being 
in love, of affection, attraction, passion and any number of enthusiasms, True 
love is demonstrated when one strives to understand others’ needs from a moral 
imperative to be responsive to those needs, even to the point of sacrificing one's 
own personal or smaller requirements to fulfil a greater order of need. It 
includes, as Ann so eloquently puts it “an appreciation of the feeling of another 
individual... the ability to conceptualise a viewpoint other than one’s own” and 
the products of that: acceptance, tolerance, understanding, Real love can operate 
independently of emotion in that it occurs between individuals who do not feel 
deeply for each other or even necessarily like each other, and indeed emotion can 
and does interfere with its expression, 


This is a message I have long seen in Trek and cherished: that the desire to 
understand and help, sacrifice and Serve is separate and superior to the ‘emotion’ 
of love, which by itself can be quite selfish. Or as James T. Kirk so beautifully 
puts it in that wonderfui line - surely Gene Roddenberry’s rewriting ~ from City on 
‘he Edge of Forever, “Let me help" is more important than "I leve you". 


So, Ann, thank you, You have expressed far better than I could what appears 
to be one of Gene’s great themes in that he continues to create these characters 
(Spock, Data} who are at most minimally guided by emotion, yet demonstrate 
tremendous love, compassion and nobility. Yet at the same time, Gene is not 
suggesting that there is not great paradox in the universe and that emotion is 
unimportant. The paradox, in Star Trek as elsewhere, is that despite ali this 
emotion is important, Spock discovers this, while Data covets emotion, and it 
seems clear from his writing that Gene is an especially warm, affectionate soul and 
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the emotional closeness he built into Star Trek’s characters from the start is one 
of its most powerful and beautiful features. Personally I think emotion, 
particularly an affection that strives to be unconditional, is very important, but 
working out its right place and use in our lives is one of the great mysteries we 
face. 


This healthy understanding of paradox makes Star Trek all the more appealing 
to me. Paradox, or the understanding that we cannot realistically hold the extreme 
position of any argument without simultaneously holding its direct opposite to be 
true, is the key to wisdom, Or as a soul unknown to me said “the opposite of one 
great spimtual truth is another great spiritual truth." Given the time, energy 
and ability I would enjoy writing about the paradoxes I see in Gene’s Star Trek: 
that emotion is not really so important, and yet it is, that Humanity is stupid, 
cruel and absurd and yet as a developing potential is far, far more, and that a 
mystical frame of reference is to be embraced while continually remaining aware of 
the arrogance and futility in a strict and Human way of formulating it. This last 
is a main theme of ST-TMP, something that is most apparent in Gene's beautiful 
novelisation of the same. (Perhaps I'll expand on this when I get around to 
reviewing it; I dearly appreciate this book and it is easily my favourite Trek 
novel, although I’ve not read many). 


Linda Norman ~ London 

Re the Postbag policy outlined in N/] 16, as editors you have the right to 
decide what is printed in the IDIC newsletter, but is it really necessary to have a 
stated policy of censorship? If the problem is lack of space why not just print 
letters on a first come first served basis up to a preset page limit? If however 
you are trying to avoid criticism of Star Trek then I would say that you are taking 
your subject rather too seriously. 


Doesn’t IDIC mean accepting and acknowledging the good and bad in everything, 
including Star Trek? The original Star Trek had a dream, at its core, but it was 
also flawed in many ways, as are the films and to a lesser extent TNG. 


‘I don’t like it because...’ is a perfectly valid statement. There is a lot 
of talk in fandom about ‘living the dream’; how can that be done without seeing the 
negative in Star Trek and then looking beyond it? We need to be able to say 
there’s something wrong with this film/episode/book before we can see ways of 
improving on it, 


As to avoiding letters attacking the actors or main characters, attacking is a 
very emotive word and I’m not sure what is meant by it. However, anyone in the 
public eye is open to public criticism and while jokes about Shatner’s hairpiece 
may get boring after a while, why shouldn’t we criticise acting or directing that 
isn’t up to standard? The idea that we should be grateful is a very strange one, 
These people are not doing us a favour by appearing in Star Trek, they are 
professionals doing a paid job of work. 


I was alarmed to read that we should avoid attacking the characters even in 
fun. Star Trek is only a TV show and fandom only a recreation, it’s meant to be 
fun. If people really can’t deal with their favourite character being attacked in 
fun I would once again suggest that they are taking it too seriously. Star Trek 
characters are fiction, so when you ‘attack’ all you are really doing is 
complaining about a scriptwriter or a director. 


Finally on a different subject, someone asked in the last newsletter about 
facilities at cons for five year olds and the answer given that there aren’t any 
was quite right. However, while this year’s UFP didn't charge for children under 
10 Midcon charges for three year olds and many cons charge for five year olds. So 
if they are charging for young children shouldn’t con organisers also be providing 
facilities for them? More parents are taking children to cons and I'm sure that 
many of them would be glad of a children’s video programme or a creche, even if 
these facilities were only offered for part of a day. 
(Janet: Convention committees are usually only too grateful for suggestions from 


28 


attendees as to how conventions can be improved. Try writing to them. 
Yes, Star Trek is fun but can’t we enjoy it without having our ‘fun’ at the 


expense of another fan’s feelings?} 


Kay Stagg - Guildford, Surrey 

Thanks for saying you will not print any ‘unpleasant’ letters avout any 
actor/character. We have all been heartily sick of the unkind remarks directed at 
Bill Shatner/Kirk over the last few years. All the pleasure in getting a 
newsletter can be swamped when you find a letter really slagging him off. Perhaps 
now things will improve, although I do wonder if some people realise their (witty? 
or so they think) comments are offensive to others. 











John Spelling - Totnes, Devon 
One of the reasons I enjoy the newsletter so much is the letters/Postbag, so I 


say let it find its own length, but that’s personal taste. 





Thanks also to everyone who answered my question on Klingon ‘Evolution’. [ 
may try to get a thesis together on the subject. 


Incidentally, can Mr. Chekov rely on his security scans in STIII? The ship 
design looks somewhat out of date to me (when a life form is detected in Mr Spock’s 


quarters), 


R Withe ~ Craw W. Sussex 

Firstly well done all for the second season of TNG; the quality of the writing 
has definitely improved. The best episodes so far have been A Matter of Honor, The 
Dauphin and The Measure of a Man. I think my favourite out of those has to be The 
Dauphin - this has to be one of the best episodes so far. It was nice to see Wil 
Wheaton getting his own episode and I love Janice Hubbard who played Salia. I'd 
love to see her return in a future episode if Wil Wheaton also returns as a guest 
star. This for me was a classic episode (perhaps I’m just an old romantic at 
heart). The worst episode of Season 2 so far has to be The Royale (unbelievably 
bad); the whole concept of this episode was just too silly. Anyway the episode 
wasn’t totally without redemption there were some hilarious moments in it, 
especially where Worf was offered room service on the phone (had me in stitches for 
hours.) Also I recently went to see Steve Martin’s new film L.A. Story and guess 
who guest starred in it? None other than Patrick Stewart, who played a German 
maitre-d’ of a restaurant. And anyone who goes and sees James Belushi’s new film 
can also catch both Gates McFadden and John de Lancie in it. (Both in the same 
scene.) 3 


To Grace Hawkins ~ Regarding your comments on Quantum Leap, I have heard the 
BBC has bought the 2nd season and plans to show it some time this year. It was 
originally to be screened last autumn but. Twin Peaks came along and QL was 
postponed; then there were rumours that it was to be shown in the spring but the 
Beeb decided to show the 2nd season of Twin Peaks back to back with the first as 
they have done with TNG. Anyway it now seems that the Beeb might show it after 
Twin Peaks finishes, or sometime later in the year. 


7 Lastly Sky One seems to be repeating the cartoon ST series. They finished 
with ‘showing The Counter Clock Incident which was the last episode but they are now 
showing earlier episodes. Everything else is unchanged (time and place). 


Ann Peters - Kidderminster, Worcs, 

Now I've seen the majority of the 4th season TNG episodes, I find the one that 
has made the biggest impression on me is First Contact. Star Trek is actually 
showing us real everyday Humans, except the Humans are the ones with the bumps on 
their heads and the people we have come to identify with over the past few years 
are the aliens. It’s probably been done before, but surely not quite like this - 
not where the viewer has such a close bond with the ‘aliens’. 





Sorry to disappoint you, Roger Buck, but the biochemical machines that Picard 
talks about are not driven by souls, but by biochemistry. Carbon~-based molecules 
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drift around in solution and make or break weak bonds depending on the influence of 
tiny electrical charges, and sometimes they pass electrons to one another. It’s 

all very wonderful, but quite, quite mechanical and, statistically, quite 

predictable - which is just as well really, because otherwise we'd all fall apart 

pretty quickly. 


To Grace Hawkins: [ don’t think Data can father children; I think his fully 
functional attributes are just designed to give a girl a good time. Since he’s not 
organic, he wouldn’t have any DNA to pass over. Of course, he might be abie to 
pass over someone else’s, if they were kind enough to donate it, but he wouldn’t be 
the father of the resulting offspring, the donor would. 


To Lesley Hatch: People barging into the holodeck worried me too at first, but 
it makes sense if you consider they are the starship equivalent of public parks or 
public leisure centres. 


{ agree with Cath Russell about Sonia Gomez; I certainly liked her a whole lot 
better than the new Mrs O’Brien. But Gomez didn’t last long, did she? My God - we 
can’t have women being Sngineers! {1 mean, doctors, counselors, barmaids and wives 
are OK for regular characters, but start giving women delusions of grandeur, and 
the next thing they’ll want to be is Paramount executives! 


Starting up a debate on how long the postbag should be doesn’t seem to me to 
be the best way to cut it down, but if that’s what you want, here goes... 


The suggestion about turning a lengthy topic into an article seems like a good 
idea, but when I did just that, I was told that it wasn’t really an article and it 
would have to go at the end of my letter. I’m not complaining - I’m just pointing 
out that sometimes it’s difficult to win! The postbag is the lifeblood of the n/} 
as far as I'm concerned. I love reading everybody's views, particularly people who 
would never take the time and trouble to write an article, and whose views would 
not otherwise be heard. Keep the postbag and get vid of the rest, I say. Weil, 
perhaps that’s a bit drastic, but I expect you get the idea. Most club n/ls are 
crying out for contributions, so please, please don’t discourage people from 
writing. Anyone who really objects to a large postbag can find plenty of other 
club n/Is to suit their tastes... the ones who are crying out for contributions. 

Yes, some people are a little long-winded, but when you see your own letter take 
over most of the n/l, it has a profound psychological effect, and your next one is 
likely to be much shorter! 


Whatever you decide to do, Janet, I implore you, do not work on a ‘first come 
first served basis’, This will only encourage the hurried, ill thought out letter 
like the ones I write and throw away and you really don’t want to see. If you must 
restrict the postbag, then surely you must restrict each person to a particular 
maximum number of lines, even if that means cutting them off in mid-sentence. This 
would have the effect of making people think before they write, as well as being 
perfectly fair to everybody. 


(Janet: There are times when we may feel a certain subject is better printed as 
either an article or in the postbag; this doesn’t mean we are correct in our view 
but we do our best. For this newsletter we have an approx. limit of one page, 
although we are not arguing for one or two lines, especially when it isn’t easy for 
members to work out how much will go on one of our pages. We will try and work out 
a word limit instead. It is unfortunate that we just can’t let the newsletter find 

its own length but a) it would make dues to expensive for a lot of members and b) 
our printer would probably go on strike. We even toyed with the idea of a separate 
letter zine, but feit that the newsletter without the postbag would lack something 
and, anyway, we just couldn't cope with the extra work load. We certainly do not 
want to discourage members from sending in submissions, quite the contrary. 
However we will try the word limit as we would prefer to read Jetters from as many 
members as possible. Whatever we do we can’t please ail the people all the time 

but we do try to please as many as possibie.} 
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Tan Pearce - Rhymney, S. Wales 
T have enjoyed ail four of the newsletters I have received, and so far [ 
haven't contributed a word ~ but now my time has come! 





Helen White - I too like the episode Spock’s Brain, but for a different reason 
- | believe that such a thing may be possible in the 23rd century. 


To add my opinion to the Data discussion, I believe he is alive in his own 
way. Remember the line, “It’s life, Jim, but not as we know it.” 


Richard Fuller - I too am a fan of Scotty and would love to see a fan club for 
him. If you’re starting one then I'll offer to heip you as much as I can, though 
as Um still at school my help may be limited. [Ed. See Club Adverts for details 
of a new club for Jimmy Doohan.} 


John Marshalisay - Your theory is really very interesting, and I agree with 
you that these strange circles in the corn fields could have been made by people 


moving faster than us. 


Elena Bond - London 

after reading the touching account of one reader’s correspondence and gift 
exchange with James Doohan, I thought fellow readers might be interested to hear of 
my recent experience. (I thought the reader’s idea to send Jimmy a gift and his 
response which he shared with us was one of the most moving letters [ have ever 
yead, It was a beautiful idea.) 


Last November I sent lovely Jonathan Frakes Riker some dewy-eyed fan mail, all 
about how exquisitely handsome he is and how much I adored him. I posted this off 
and thought nothing more about it. I certainly never expected a reply from Mr, 
Frakes, 


Imagine my surprise and joy when a couple of days ago what do I find in the 
post but a couple of beautiful signed photographs which the gorgeous Mr. Frakes had 
sent me of himself as Riker. One is a still from The Best of Both Worlds, the 
other is the original Riker picture as “all fell in love with." He had sent the 
lovely pictures off to me as soon as he got a break from filming TNG and regardless 
of probably still feeling down from the injury he suffered recently. May I say the 
lovely Mr. Frakes is the only star to have ever answered any fan mail I may have 
sent ~ this on top of having the most exquisitely good looking face of any man I 
have ever laid eyes upon. I have framed the photos of which I am so proud and will 
always treasure them and hang them on my wall, where he lights up the whole room 
with his radiance. Jonathan Frakes will always be my favourite actor; he is a 
first class actor and director and a perfect gentleman, not to mention the 
legendary looks, 


So - Rikerphiles of the world unite and let’s hear it for the lovely Jonathan, 
who still does not get as much publicity in this country as he deserves. I really 
feel it’s time this wonderful actor had his own fan club in this country. Any 
interest out there? 


Jenny Turner - Billesley, Birmingham 

Well, it’s happened! I've become hooked on The Next Generation over the last 
couple of weeks; I have watched the videos of the second season and I iike it! T 
have also read a couple of books. I still can’t get used to having a Klingon on 
board but I’m beginning to like the characters more and more, especially Captain 
Picard! Wow! I like his voice - it’s lovely. I think Data can be hilarious at 
times. The empath is really lovely, though some of them I’m still not keen on. 1 
hope they do make a film ~ it will be lovely on the big screen. It’s a pity they 
did away with cinerama! Just think what it would be like being on the bridge of 
the Enterprise! I’m even beginning to like the way the Enterprise splits in two (1 
believe the old Enterprise could do this? But they never did it in the old 
series.} I still love the old series but I hope I will see more of the new one. 
They have got up to the ith season but I haven't seen 3rd or ith season yet. 1 
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expect I will have to wait until SOL III next year. Anyway, good luck to them all, 
and let’s hope it lasts as long as the original Star Trek. 


Going back to the old series - it still gets in on everything. I watched the 
Batman movie the other night and one of the gangs or gang members was called 
Grissom! Also in Coronation Street, in the Rovers they had a sign at the back of 
the doors with a Vulcan plane on it and VULCAN in big letters underneath. In the 
new series I'm beginning to get used to “Make it so", but I still think "Beam me 
up, Scotty" is better. 


YOUR QUESTIONS 
Fiona Campbell: I've got loads of general questions to ask: 


1. When will ST VI be released here? {We have nothing definite - possibly next 
spring.) 


2. What did Zarabeth actually do to be exiled to Sarpeidon's Ice Age? 


3. Most Important - Did Gene Roddenberry really invent all this himself? 
(Heretical question I know!) I don’t mean that from a debunking point of view, 
actually I’m just curious about how it Al came about, How about an article on the 
origins of Star Trek, and even Gene himself? For those of us who don’t know 
anything! 

{We did print a profile of Gene and copies are available from Valerie if you send 
her a SAE plus a loose 5p stamp. 

While we could print an article about the origins of Star Trek we couldn’t 
compete with the book, The Making of Star Trek, written by Stephen E. Whitfield and 
Gene Roddenberry. The book is a must for Star Trek fans and it is being rereleased 
by Titan this month.} 


Nina Lynch: Does anyone know what happened to Madiyn Rhue who played Marla McGiver 
in Space Seed? 


YOUR SUGGESTIONS 


Colin Gunn: I would like to see 1 to 2 pages of readers’ artwork in the newsletter 
(which I’d love to submit to). Fewer readers’ letters (perhaps using up 2 to 5 
pages of fiction and cutting letters down to 2 to 4 pages) or perhaps a much larger 
story split into episodic form ie. 4 to 10 pages each n/l to form a series. 

It would not be fair to print a serial in the newsletter because we have new 
members joining with each issue. In general we do not like the idea of printing 
fiction or artwork in the newsletter - we prefer to keep these for the fanzines. 

We welcome your submission of artwork for IDIC Log and all contributors to a zine 
receive a free copy of the issue their work appears in. 

I think we would upset a lot of members if we reduced the Postbag to 2 to 4 
pages. The Postbag seems popular with the majority of members and in fact some are 
attracted to IDIC because of it, so while we will try to limit its length we do not 
intend to cut it drastically. We feel that it is an important part of the club 
that members have the opportunity to discuss things with each other and to exchange 
views. 


Helen Wimble: How about printing a birthday list in each newsletter, 
Sorry, Helen, but, with 750 members, this would be too difficult to compile and it 
would take up a lot of space. Belated congratulations on your 21st birthday. 


Maureen Hollingsworth would like to know about upcoming TV programmes as she likes 
to watch anything with Trek actors involved. 
{We can’t really let you know about upcoming TV programmes in time for it to be any 
use to you as you do not receive the newsletter until 3 weeks after it has been 
compiled. What we can do is compile credit lists for the actors so fans do know 
which programmes to watch out for.} 

ECORI AK 
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U.E.P. $1 - DIANE DUANE’S AND PETER MORWOOD’S TALK 


reported by delen White. 


Note; if this report seems slightly strange, it’s because it’s very difficult 
to take notes when two people are speaking at speed and simultaneously! 


Peter ~ The rest of the peopie must be in bed! (It was 10.00 am on Saturday) 


Diane at this stage is fiddling with the microphone and its stand, and 
muttering. 


Peter - This is the Peter and. Diane show! It’s all spontaneous! 


Diane - Great present, thank you! (It’s the VCR screen, which has been left 
switched on,) 


Diane then said that she was at a loss where to begin, then decided that they 
would tell us what they were up to. They are actually in the middle of moving 
house; they’ve finished moving the books, which are ‘more important’, Peter is on 
his second Prince Ivan story plus the outline for Clan Lords (Clanlords?) which is 
"looking for money"! 


They are both writing a couple of stories as sequels to The Fleet, and Diane 
is finishing Door Into Sunset ("Again,” says Peter) and is then going to 
concentrate on a series based on Swiss mythology. The research for this has to be 
done in Zurich and St, Moritz ~ Zurich is the centre for the Romansch language - 
and they go there in May, after the main tourist season. Diane said that it takes 
them all summer to clean up after the yobboes, and the people that work there take 
five-hour lunch hours and tell each other all the gossip. Peter said that they’ve 
heard some interesting things about Mick Jagger (and no, he didn’t tell us!) Diane 
has also been writing a series for the BBC called Science Challenge. It’s a 
children’s programme, 


Until this point they hadn’t mentioned Trek. “We're both Trekked out," said 
Diane. They said between them that they didn’t like writing in the Trek universe 
unless it was a story that worked best there - a good story might just as well be 
used in your own universe, to say nothing of the fact that you then retain all the 
rights to it. As Diane said, they write for fun as much as for any other reason, 
but you do need money - "You can’t explain to the cats why there’s no food today." 


Peter (putting on ‘sinister’ voice) "You have to sleep sometimes... * 


Diane said that they don’t want to waste Trek's time; you need stories that 
work well in that context, Doctor’s Orders is a case in point; it could have been 
a war story, but it worked best with Dr. McCoy. She gets tired of seeing him 
treated like a drip, so she wanted to make him ‘at least as smart as a nurse!’ As 
an ex-nurse, Diene and her colleagues used to be upset that Chapel was portrayed as 
incompetent {that’s Diane’s word, not mine!) She says that nurses shouldn’t have 
to become doctors (ie Chapel in ST:TMP) and doctors should be smart! 


To get back to Doctor’s Orders, she saw it as a medical person thrown into a 
command situation. 


At this point, the subject of Paramount's position re content of novels came 
up. Peter said that they insist that ’Fleet is non-military, in which case, “the 
USS Enterprise is the best-armed fishing smack in the Fleet!” 


Current policy is as follows; no more non-humanoids on starships {or at least 
they get their own ships), which of course prohibits creatures such as Diane's 
Naraht the Horta. As Peter said, "and next week, Lt. Uhura will be sitting at the 
back of the bus.” 
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In Rules of Engagement, Kirk encounters Federation-type red tape. Peter's 
been a civil servant - “Yve seen the VAT forms!” - so he thought that it wouid de 
fun to tie Kirk's hands behind back. nail his feet to the floor, and then ada 
Klingons! 








Geing back to the theme of stories, Peter and Diane pointed out that they hove 
about six of their own universes waiting for scories, and the Trek noveis are 
losing the professional wmters, partly cause of poor financial reward and partly 
because of the amount of criticism that comes back to them from the offic 4 
writer spends about 3 to 4 months writing a novel, With a Trek novel, you get a 
small ("very small,” says Peter) advance and then 2.3% voyalties, whereas with your 
own book you get a larger advance and 3 - 10% royaities, what's more retaining the 
licensing rights as weil, Peter has just sold The Horse Lord (written 1979) to 
Japan. Books are always getting translated into foreign languages, so they keep 
getting odd bits of money back. 









They said that Pocket are now accepting unsolicited Trek stories, but (big 
but) you really do need an agent, or ‘official bastard’ as Peter's agent describes 
himself. Now that they’re married, they share agents. Diane - "Peter's agent 
looks like a vicar, and mine looks like a choirboy." “There must be a News of the 
World headline in there somewhere!" adds Peter. 








You don't get copyright if you write a Trek novel. As far as the office is 
concerned, they’re just ‘sausage’, ie a marketing gimmick. Joke (from Peter) A 
fan-writer gets an agent, who goes to Pocket and then Paramount with their 
manuscript. He gets back to her and says "Well, there’s good news and bad news. 
The good is that Paramount have accepted your story, but the bad is that it’ll only 
be $5000 payment." Writer - "I'll put the cheque in the mail tomorrow!" 


Apparently there is not and never has been any intention of turning any of the 
novels into a script. 


About the criticism, Diane said that you can’t call it interference - "I call 
it something else!” says Peter - because, granted, it’s based on their work, but 
where in the ‘old days’ you got a cheque, you now get notes from marketing/legal 
dept/other people who “couldn’t write their way out of a wet paper bag.” (Diane) 


Diane, not surprisingly, doesn’t like being judged by these people. Neither 
she nor Peter will probably write another Trek book due to all these problems, and 
Diane will almost certainly not write any more TNG scripts - for a start, you have 
to be in the States to attend meetings in person (Writers’ Guild rules) and she 
doesn't want to jive over there again, they like Ireland. 


Both of them still love Trek a lot, and they don’t want to sour the 
relationship. They get an occasional call from RTE (Urish TV) about episodes, 
Diane says that the Americans have some funny ideas, and don’t know what's going on 
in Ireland; they would not have realised what an emotive term ‘reunification’ is 
(High Ground) "They’re my peopie and I iove them, but they have no brains, they're 


very provincial." Peter chipped in here to say that the Americans aren’t too sure 
where Ireland is, exactly; "Go East from Europe and hang a left" or "The second 
island out from Europe" or “Go east until the beer turns black!" He added at this 


point that he is the only non-American to write a professional Trek novel. (Fromm 
what he said, I think he's Irish.) 


When he and Diane had just married, they got stuck in Toronto because he had 
the wrong visa. After 2 lot of problems they finally got back to the States. 
They’re going back to Canada secon, for a con. 


At this point they offered to answer questions. The first person asked about 
the woman in the States who’s been going around saying that she was Diane. she had 
veen forging identity papers, amongst other things, and was wanted by the FHI! 

She’s finally been caught, and is in jail in Oklahoma, after which “Hawaii want a 
word,” said Peter. “Don’t impersonate science fiction writers - the fans will get 
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you!” 

Someone asked about Door into Sunset. Diane has done about half so far: 
that’s about sixty chousand words. There are a lot of loose ends to tie up, and 
she didn’t knew when she’d finish it; she thought vossibly mid-June, in which case 
it would be published in spring "$2. There are lots of dragons, a large wedding 
and total madness! She also has an 2nding for the fourth book, but there’s a tong 
way to go as she hasn’t got a middle yet! 








The next person wondered where they got character names from, and they said 
that they make them up; you just know when a name is right. They also use real 
names ~ it’s called Tuckerisation, after the chap who did it first ~ for example, 
in The Romulan Way, there was a list of names, which in fact was their wedding 
Hst! They were asked whether they ever gave the bad characters names of people 
that they disliked. "“There’s no point,” said Peter. One chap did that, and got 
the sack, as the baddie in question was based on his boss. 


The other problem, of course, is that you risk being sued! 


Occasionally, an alien character gets named via a typo, and Diane also likes 
using a book of children’s names. 


Asked how accurate the science in Diane’s books is ~ it’s very accurate, as 
her original training was in astrophysics, but "I hit calculus and bounced!" She 
held a NY state science and nursing scholarship, so she changed direction and went 
into nursing. 


Tm The Romulan Way, she was responsible for the science and Peter for the 
blowing up! She agrees that there was a lot of science in The Wounded Sky, but she 
felt it was necessary. 


Doctor’s Orders was a similar case - medicine is second nature to her. She 
really likes My Enemy, My Ally, but it is now out of print and won’t be reprinted, 
because (wait for it!) you now have to call them Romulans rather than Rihansu. 
They asked why an alien race would call themselves after the Earth legend of 
Romulus and Remus. "What legend?"!! Diane says that it’s Anne McCaffrey’s fault 
that she and Peter are married - she introduced them. "Peter's a hug~junky!" 


They split their labour fairly re the books; she writes the science, he blows 
things up! 


They may write a humorous cat book - Terry Pratchett has told them that 
everyone has to write one! He says that ‘they’ held a gun to his head - with a 
rolled up cheque down the barrel. 


“Our cats cheat at cat chess!" said one of them (I didn’t write which one!) 
They have two cats, called Kasha and Lilith, one of whom chases cows and sheep! 
Peter says she does a Pepe le Pew routine through the long grass. The cows get 
bored and chase her back, but the sheep just keep running away. Diane says that 
one of the cats has a cloaking device ~ she goes into the garden and becomes 
invisible! 


Their new house, which is forty miles south of Dublin, came with a cat that 
the previons secupants left behind. He’s called Blackadder, and he’s male, “for 
three more days," says Peter with a huge leer. He’s a great cat, and gets on well 
with the other two - they just beat him up - "Lilith has a black belt in karate!" 


The new house used to belong to Harry Harrison, and they reckon that the 
previous occupants never cleaned it; the Aga is deep in congealed fat and the 
locals refer to the house as Chloresteroi Ridge {I do hope that no one is eating 
breakfast while they read this!} 


When Diane was writing Spock’s World, she did about 110,000 words in a week, 


35 


as she suddenly had a demand from the publisher that she finish it. Even though it 
was on the NY Times bestseller list for eight weeks, they still wouldn’t give her 
any more money - they were waiting to see if the book was selling! 


Yhat’s one of the reasons that you need an agent - it's bad enough with one. 


The next person said that she’d just read Spock’s World, and did Diane write 
it as two separate stories or as one? Diane said that she wrote it as it is. The 
Romulan Way was done in a similar fashion, but she wrote it with Peter non-stop 
(literally) over a period of fourteen days! This is why it’s less complicated than 
some of their other books. 








Diane has just done a cartoon series’ scripts - it’s a US production called 
Dinosaurs. 


She doesn’t know how she writes, she just does it! The first thing she does 
with a book is a very complete outline. She says that plotting drives her up the 
wall, but that she loves writing from other people’s outlines. At this point we 
all got into a discussion about cereal - I can’t remember why now, but for those 
who are interested, I found that ‘grits’ is a US breakfast cereal which "looks like 
wallpaper paste” (Peter). 


They took Peter’s mother to an American hypermarket, and “she stripped the 
salad bar bare". Peter said she’s like the Agent Orange of the salad bar! They 
held a Christmas party at which she was introduced to Harlan Ellison. He said 
something to her in a very strong pseudo-irish accent, and she said, "Mr. Ellison, 
we don’t talk like that here. No one talks like that here.” He was apparently 
thoroughly flattered. Diane says that Peter’s mother is very nice, cute, likes 
Trek and loves travelling. 


With that, their time was up, which was a shame - they’re great speakers, 


SAI A AAA AHIR, 


U.F.P. 91 - MIKE JITTLOV’S TALK 


reported by Helen White. 


Mike did the special effects on the film Ghost, and brought to the con a film 
that he’d done ali the effects on, called The Wizard of Speed and Time, and which 
he aiso starred in. 


There were lots of subliminals in the film (a subliminal image is one that 
isn’t there long enough for you to notice that you've actually seen it); as he 
said, nothing bad, just lots of fun pictures, and some messages, spread out frame 
by frame, such as "Look after the planet”. When he’d been through the bits and 
bobs of FX, he asked for the lights to be put on, and then was very startled at the 
size of the audience; the hall looked full from where I was sitting. 


He offered to answer questions, and someone asked how he appeared to stay 
underwater for so long in one scene of Wizards. “I’m a native of LA - I can live 
without breathing!" He actually did it by holding his oreath (for EIGHT minutes!) 
The pool scene cost $3000 to film as they had a whole crew there. 


"Am I speaking too fast? I’m speaking American!" He said that when he first 
went to Ireland, he couldn’t understand them, at which point Diane and Peter, who 
were leaning over the balcony, chipped in. Diane said that they live there and 
they can’t understand them either. 

Mike said that he’d ike to live over here - “Air you can breathe without 
chewing!" 
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There were several lookalikes in the film: someone asked how he managed to 
get Woody Allen. He didn’t, it was one of the lookalikes, and the chap has in 
fact been sued for impersonating Woody! 


Someone asked whether the soundtrack was available. [ think he said no, but 
he was explaining about choosing the music; he had a $25,000 budget. (Star Wars 
had a half million dollar budget for music.) He wanted some of Petula Clark’s 
couldn’t get it. Apparently there’s a lot of music from Huckieberry Finn and Youyi 
Bear in it. 






He was asked how he got the idea for the film, and he said that baci in 1969 
he had an idea about a man who could move very fast, and who was also very 
intelligent as his mental processes were speeded up too. In 1977 he found that 
subliminals can be used in film to help heal people. He also found out that a 
hero needs to be someone that the audience can identify with; people tended to 
like Darth Vader in Star Wars more than Luke Skywalker, for instance, because the 
‘hero’ aspect of the film was split between characters. 


At the time that he wanted to make his film, no one was interested in an 
unknown, so he did other work. He did a lot of stuff for Disney, including a 
scene in which 1000 Mickey Mouse toys are seen going into a psychiatrist’s office 
{!) Also he didn’t have a suitable budget - much of Wizards was made using 
out-takes (I’m not sure about this, but it’s what I’ve got written in my notes). 
It was originally on 16mm film, but the villain, Richard Kay, suggested 35mm, 
He’s no idea how much the film has grossed, as it hasn’t even been copyrighted 
yet. 


He was asked whether the wizard is a ‘green’ character, and he said that he 
was, but that no one’s approached him about it yet. He tried to get as many 
people from fandom in the film as he could - he said that people in LA belittle 
fandom, even though the most successful films have fandom ‘backing’ them. 


He said that the difference between STV and Wizards is about $40! He said 
that Bill worked very hard on the film - harder than on a ‘normal’ film, doing 
lots of his own stunts, 


He was asked which classic movies had inspired him, and he said The Thief of 
Baghdad and Darby O’Gill and the Little People. 


His next project is a Viking film called (wait for it!) Bjorn to be Wild 
(groan) - he’s trying to get a grant at the moment. He finished with a joke about 
a Save the Whales T-shirt. The addition to this is "Get the whole set"!!! 


FIO OIA AAAI 


LOUDER, LONGER, FASTER AND ALL TOGETHER 
TRAVEL AND CON REPORT FROM THE THO CAPTAINS CONVENTION, NEW YORK 


Brenda Kelsey, Joanne Osborne & Beverly Golesworthy 


The whole mad enterprise began at Midcon 1990. Having decided that it just 
wasn’t worth going to bed for two hours we sat around and tormented ourselves with 
the guest lists at American Cons in a bid to stay awake. After about the l4th 
exclamation of 'I’d really like to go to this one’ we saw the ad for the Two 
Captains Convention. We had a short but intensive bout of we can’t ~ can we? and 
decided that in all probability we were going to. 


Phoning New York and booking confirmed seats at the Convention was easy, all 
it took was a trans-Atlantic phone cail and a bit of plastic with some numbers on 
it. Things got interesting when we started to investigate the cost of an air fare 
to New York. It looked like it was going to be a very expensive trip until, in a 
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fit of bravado, I wandered into a West End travel agency and announced that I 
wanted to go to New York for the weekend and could they suggest something. When I 
left my face was ved and i had 7 different brochures all offering weekend breaks in 
New York, and an astonishing variety of other cities. 








We ended up choosing to fly British Airways on a Thompson package. Not only 
could we afford the cost {barely} but one of the hotels on offer was the Penta, 
where the Convention was to be heid. Thomas Cook at Marble Arch did the booking 
and all we had to do was pay, fly and enjoy. 


Tf you cast your mind back to last February I’m sure you'll recail the hea 
snows and Arctic temperatures that so disrupted the country. You guessed it - 
that’s when we travelled. Beverly came down from Leeds on the Thursday. Due to 
the wrong type of snow B.R. managed to delay her arrival by a mere two hours. 





On Priday morning Jo’s dad bravely got up at 6.00 to drive us and our luggage 
to the railway station. London Transport and the Gatwick Express did us proud and 
we got to the booking-in desk at Gatwick in plenty of time for our noon flight. 


This is where our problems began. 


Due to the slight disturbance in the Gulf, and the fact that the Americans 
simply weren't flying across the Atlantic, the planes were vastly under booked. 
B.A decided to amalgamate flights in order to save money, Unfortunately they 
didn’t tell us, the passengers, that they were doing so, We found out from the 
monitor boards, At 11.15 our Noon departure direct to JFK New York took off - for 
Glasgow. 


We landed at 13.30, the delay being due to adverse weather conditions. Not 
only was it snowing, it was foggy too. After a long delay we managed to nag the 
crew into telling us that the plane was broke and so we all got off, At 17.00 we 
all got back on the plane and it took off - for Heathrow. On the way back to 
London, in a kind and thoughtful gesture designed to aid the maintaining of the 
environmental health of the planet, B.A. dumped 40 tonnes of aviation fuel into the 
Irish Sea, 


We landed at Heathrow at 19,00, about the time we should have been landing at 
JFK. After long delays clearing Security (they were not expecting to deal with a 
TriStar loaded to capacity and so had only three people on duty} we joined the 
massed throng in the Transit lounge and waited, and waited. We boarded yet another 
plane and finally took off at 22.10; and were served our first meal since our 
hurried breakfast. B.A, had kept on promising us food, but they had always 
neglected to inform the ground staff that we were coming just as they had neglected 
to inform the Heathrow Security staff. 


We landed at JFK at 01.20, (5 hour time difference) where we found that 
Immigration, Baggage Handling and Security had all been kept open, just for us. We 
were processed in an amazingly short space of time and then found that the Thompson 
Rep., the admirable Louise, was waiting for us. This lady had arranged transport 
for the various Thompson weekenders to their various hotels and, as she had met her 
first plane of the day at 06.30 and was due to do the same again that day, was 
going without sleep for 48 hours. She looked nearly as exhausted as we felt. 


We got to the hotel at 03.30 after learning our first lesson about New York. 
It is not the city that never sleeps. On cold, -6, winter mornings, it dies. The 
hotel staff was miserable, we’d woken him up, and he left us to find our own way 
around the 1700 bedroom hotel. 


We found Beverly’s single room first, checked it out, told her to lock the 
door and went to collapse into our own beds for a few hours sleep. 


Our waking impressions confirmed the first ones we had made. The room was 
unimpressive. It was small, you had to move the beds to open the wardrobe doors, 
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it had dingy beige walls and pinky-blue paint work and was badly lit. We shrugged, 
showered, dressed and collected Beverly on our way to hunt the first cup of coffee 
of the day. But we didn’t care, much. This was a CON, 


The dealers’ room, into which the escalator decanted you, was large and packed 
to the rafters with people. The dealers’ tables were mostly run by professional 
dealers and the prices were correspondingly high. In the main hall we found 1o cur 
delight that our reserved seats were in the third row and dead centre to the stage. 
We also found out that people without reserved seats, or with seats but further 
back in the hail, kept sitting in the front seats in the hope that the reservees 
wouldn't show. We evicted a large number of people during the course of the 
weekend, Most were gracious enough to move when asked but some clearly didn’t like 
it. 


This convention was totally different from any that we had ever been to. 
There is usually a ‘flavour’, a sense of togetherness which was totally absent. 
This was just a large group of individuals who just happened to be there. There 
were groups within the whole - the Stargazers for example ~ but it seemed for the 
majority of N.Y. con attendees that this was simply a hail with people in it who 
all happened to be there at the same time. 


Both main guests appeared on both days, and had agreed to do a joint talk on 
the Saturday evening. As we had come to expect in the land of the outstretched 
hand, this cost us more dollars. 


The styles of Mr. Shatner and Mr. Stewart are as different as the styles of 
the captains that they have portrayed. 


Mr. Shatner is loud, exuberant and waves his arms about a lot, He didn’t 
quite achieve orbit but he came pretty close on a number of occasions. He is a 
fascinating raconteur - when he’s talking about a subject close to his heart. His 
horses are clearly one such subject. His description of watching a foal being born 
is lovely and he enthuses effortlessly about the complexities of trying to arrange 
a charity horse show with an appropriately glittering guest list. 911, the 
American series about the work of the emergency services, is another subject which 
sent him into auto. His description of how he got to be a passenger on an American 
fighter plane, it took 4 days of training and he spent the entire flight screaming, 
had the audience roaring with laughter, 


His description of his latest project, I believe it’s called ‘Voice of the 
Planet’, has me wishing that it would be shown in the U.K. The theme is about 
environmental damage done, and still being done, to Earth, and how one scientist, 
Mr. Shatner, comes to realise this. On the way there are a series of highlighted 
examples, not the least of which is Mr. Shatner swimming with killer whales. He 
assured us that it is him, and not a double, in the water. He also assured us that 
it was only after the scene had been shot that he was told that he was the first 
person, other than the trainers, to swim with the whales; and they hadn’t been too 
sure how the whales would react! 


On the flip side Mr. Shatner’s method of dealing with questions from the floor 
that didn’t spark his interest could only be described as hostile. While I admit 
that many of the question were boring and simply asked so that the WANNABEEs could 
‘speak to Mr. Shatner’ his attitude must have deterred many who decided not to risk 
his abrasive responses. 


Mr. Stewart’s approach seemed to be more controlled despite the number of 
WANNABEEs that cropped up. He seemed to have a knack of finding something that was 
interesting in even the stupidest question so that the questioner and the audience 
were constantly entertained. Admittedly his opening apology concerning the 
defective zip in nis jeans und the fact that it descended towards the basement of 
its own volition did tend to rivet the attention of the majority of the audience. 

The defectiveness was proved to be accurate and he had to retrieve the situation 
several times during the course of the weekend. 
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Mr. Stewart described the atmosphere on the set of TNG and spoke glowing 
praises of Wil Wheaton, They had particular fun making The Final Mission which is 
the Wesley Crusher farewell episode and is 90% a Stewart/Wheaton double act, He 
explained how he got interested in acting, and how he found working on stage and 
inter-reacting with an audience so much fun. He stated that the reason he did so 
many Cons was that it gave him an opportunity to be on stage with an audience, 
something that he missed while working on films. He talked about his one man 
readings of Dickens and the possibility that he was going to do a short season at 
Xmas in New York, 


The workshops he runs of young actors also registered a high. He doesn’t 
allow the public into them as the actors are working actors trying to learn their 
trade. As the Con was taking him out for the weekend he’d had to arrange a 
substitute - David Suchet, He said that he was worried in case his students 
wouldn’t want him back, 


Mr. Stewart explained how he'd got the part in Dune. It seems that David 
Lynch had seen him in a play and later, closeup, in the green room queueing for 
tea, Mr. Lynch had decided that Mr. Stewart had an interesting face and had filed 
his name away. When a part become available at very short notice, Mr. Lynch decide 
to use the interesting face. Unfortunately he was not aware that skilful makeup 
and a fulsome grey wig had been used and the introduction of a slim, upright and 
bald actor had resulted in a short but profound silence. Mr, Lynch gave him the 
part anyway, Mr. Stewart also said that there was about 4 hours more film not used 
in Dune and expressed a wish that a longer version of the film could be produced 
but had little hope that it ever would be. 


Both men appeared on each of the two days of the Con and spent about two hours 
each on stage each day. The additional joint Friday night session was also about 
two hours long. It was by far the worst organised of the events, with little or no 
crowd control From where we were in the balcony ~ we didn’t get reserved seats 
for this event - it looked a lot like a Rugby scrum with everyone ignoring the 
ineffectual marshals and the reserved seating restriction. The quality of the 
sound systems was dreadful, we could barely hear the two men, but why it was so bad 
then and not at the day sessions was not explained. 


The Penta Hotel lived up to our expectations; on the Saturday night Jo caught 
the first cockroach in our room, or rather the magazine that Jo hit it with caught 
the first, and several others. On Sunday morning Beverly informed us that the 
Hotel had double let her room and she had awoken to find two men trying to get the 
door open. Only the chain had prevented them gaining entry. We went and found 
Louise and complained about the ‘roaches and the men and she complained to the 
hotel management. We got our rooms exchanged immediately for a pair of much 
larger, more luxurious rooms that overlooked Madison Square Gardens. This allowed 
us a perfect view of the steadily falling snow and the low cloud which hid 
everything above the 10th floor. 


On Monday we ventured out into the snow and walked around the immediate area, 
shopping in Maceys and raiding all the local bookshops for American paperbacks. We 
went up to the top of the Empire State Building and had a look at the clouds. We 
were the only tourists up there and the staff clearly thought us mad. There were 
restaurants everywhere. The food on offer was cheap and the portions were large. 

A Big Mac is only 99 cents! Our hotel rooms soon developed a distinctive odour. 


On Tuesday morning Jo woke me up by turning the room lights on, then off, then 
on, Somewhat awake I mumbled a request to be informed of the reason. { was told 
to listen and Jo turned off the lights again. I was on the verge of dozing off 
when I heard a strange crunching noise. Jo turned on the light again and the sound 
stopped. Jo put on her shoes and we had a short walk around the room. In the 
corner of the Maceys bag which now held all the discard food wrappings was an 
interesting hole. At least we now knew that there weren’t cockroaches in the room 
~ they’d all been eaten by the mice! We put the bag and the food wrappings out in 
the corridor and went back to bed. 
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We got a taxi from the hote! to the airport. Taxis in New York can only move 
if the driver is sounding his horn. The roads are in a terrible state with 
potholes and humps that defeat the suspension of any car and the drivers play an 
intricate game of chicken, seeing how close they can get to the car in front 
before touching the brakes. Three nervous wrecks staggered thankfully into the 3A 
terminal at JFK to do battle with BA again. Having heard the news of the bombing 
at Victoria Station we decided to try to persuade BA to let Beverly get orf at 
Manchester where the direct flight to Gatwick was stopping. We figured that it 
would be easier to get to Leeds cross country than from London. 


We were successful, the backing of the rest of the passengers who were 
waiting for the slow process of B.A. boarding procedures to encompass them too 
helped, as did the fact that B.A. had already changed both time and destination of 


the flight. 


We waved goodbye to Beverly at Manchester, and after an hour's delay took off 
for Gatwick, where B.A. again proved what a wonderfully efficient organisation 
they were by losing the bags of 15 passengers (including us) for an hour or so. 
Beverly got home before we left Gatwick! 


To sum up our experiences of travel and the Con in something short enough to 
fit into IDIC means that I’ve had to leave out a number of things that made the 
event so memorable. The letters of complaint to Thompson and B.A, each stretched 
to six pages and they didn’t touch on the Con at all (we got partial refunds and 
letters of apology from both parties). 


On the whole I’d say that we enjoyed seeing the Two Captains live, but we’d 
have enjoyed it more at a U.K. Con. We really missed the atmosphere and the 24 
hours programmes; something that starts at 10 and ends by 6 is just too short. 
Creation Con, who organised the event, do so with minimal staff and for profit, 
and it shows. The U.K. fan organised cons have far more going for them; we should 
appreciate them more. 


Just to prove that we are totally insane and are ignoring our bank managers 
completely, we are going to SeaTrek ’91. 


FERIA ARK 


WHAT I DID ON MY HOLIDAYS: SEATRER 791 - A REPORT 


by Helen White 


Ten months ago, Jo said to me, “Let’s go on Seatrek next year." My initial 
response was that I couldn’t afford it, Seatrek being a convention-on-a~cruise~ 
ship, and furthermore being sited in Florida, USA. Somehow, however, we ended up 
{that’s the usual team, me, Jo and Jim) getting up at the ridiculous time of 4.15 
am in order to catch a flight to the States and the best holiday that any of us 
have ever had (unanimous verdict.) 


We arrived on Friday, and when we’d checked in to the hotel, we went on a tour 
of downtown Miami, which is nothing like on Miami Vice, then had supper, at what 
was for us 3am! It was 10pm local time, and 75 degrees Fahrenheit! 


On Saturday, we transferred over to the Inter-Continental ("the President 
stays here") Hotel, where I found that our room was on the 28th floor... have I 
mentioned before that I dislike heights rather a lot? Mind you, it was so high 
that I loved it - no frame of reference {I love flying). We went to the local 
shopping mall and spent some money (start as you mean to go on, I say} and it 
yained. In the evening, the con began with the pre-cruise Gala. True to form, it 
was late starting, although there was a good reason - half the guests were still on 
an aeroplane... Eventually, we sat down to eat, and Jim and I found to our great 
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pleasure that we were sitting with Marina Sirtis, Her response was, “Great, 
Brits!", and we had a brilliant chat. Jim even ate her salad{ (She didn’t want 
it, and offered it to him; he didn’t steal it!) We eventually got to bed at 
t.2dam, 


Sunday, and we had to be up at 7!) Ugh! We met a lady in the lift (zoom, 
where’s my stomach?) who had a tattoo of the Enterprise on her shoulder! We asked 
whether it hurt to have a tattoo ~ “Ni 





fot after the first fifteen minutes”! 

Thanks, but no thanks. After a quick shopping trip (yes, another one) we were all 
put onto buses and shuttled over to the Fort of Miami - all 700 of us! We were 
ejected from the buses and made our way through immigration. Once we’d got our 
boarding passes, we queued up to go aboard. I’ve never been on a proper ship 
before, it felt rather strange, but she wasn’t rocking yet ~ we were still firmly 
attached to the dock. Once we’d dumped our things in our cabin, we went to 
explore the ship, the SS Britanis (not the USS, as I kept saying!) We weren’t 
supplied with any of her dimensions, but take it from me, she was BIG! 
Fortunately, we were supplied with a map, so we soon learnt to find our way, but 
it still took ages to get anywhere. We could go as far aft (to the back) as we 
liked, but not all the way forward, much to our annoyance. Still, we couid go as 
far up front as we were permitted, and sit hanging on to the railing (and you did 
need to hang on - when we were moving, there was a fair old wind going!) getting 
thoroughly blown about and very salty into the bargain. It was great, especially 
later, when we got into the open sea and all we could see was water. 





After we'd located lunch - by dint of stopping someone with a lunch-tray and 
interrogating them as to its origin - we went down to book our excursions ~ more 
of which later. As all con-attendees will know, a regular feature of any con is 
the queue (or line, if you’re from the US/Canada) and this one was no exception. 
We stood in a tiny, unventilated, very very stuffy corridor for 2 1/2 hours, at 
which point we could just about see the booking desk - and we had got in the queue 
early! At this stage, we had to go and attend Lifeboat Drill (compulsory), and we 
were given tickets so that we didn’t lose our places, otherwise we’d probably all 
have refused to leave. We found ourselves standing in front of Jimmy Doohan for 
Drill, so we were kept well-entertained with various silly remarks - he’s a very 
funny man. After the Drill, it was back to the queue, and half-an-hour later, we 
finally got the trips we wanted. After dinner, we went to the ballroom to have 
all the guests introduced to us, and I managed to have a chat with George (Takei). 

I did try to speak Japanese to him, but after three words, my brain seized up... 


Monday, and we were in Key West, which is 90 miles from Cuba and 130 from 
mainland USA. We went ashore (on tenders, because the ship anchored off the 
coast) and then went on a tour around the island, which is one of the most 
beautiful places I've ever seen. On the way back I bought a couple of presents, 
and (take note, because those of you who know my reputation for clumsiness will be 
amazed) I knocked over an ornament onto a pile of fifty others. None broke! I 
fervently wished myself elsewhere as the assistant approached, but she was totally 
unconcerned! Rapid escape took place, before I did actually break something... 

We returned to the Britanis on tenders, which was great fun, as the sea had 
decided to get lively (although probably the ship’s crew would have called it 
‘salm’!) and the boats behaved as if they were on a roller-coaster. Once we got 
back to the Britanis’s pontoon, it took us ten minutes to tie up alongside, 
because as it went up, we went down, and vice versa! Mind you, it was highly 
entertaining, and most of us added sound effects (‘wheeeee!’) 


In the afternoon we were lolling around on the ship writing postcards when a 
blur zoomed past, jumping over our outstretched legs, yelling "Dolphins!" As one, 
we joined the blur, which turned out to be Wil] Wheaton, but, boo hiss, we were 
doomed to disappointment - no dolphins. (We never did get to see one, sob.) 


We then visited the dealers’ room ino escape even on a ship), where we found 
that there was no tax payable on items, because we were in international waters, 
hooray, and where we spent A Lot Of Money, boo. I finally found a copy of 
Concordance for $75 (about £40}, which I’ve been looking for for ages. After 
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dinner we went to the George, Walter, Nichelle, Jimmy panel, which was being held 
then because they had to leave the ship the following day to get back to filming 
STVI. Items of note: Moontrap 2 may start filming in September; they ail have mo 
to do in VI ("I thought 1 had a lot of exposure in V!" says Nichelle}; the US 
cut the space budget, what twits (“write to your congress-people™ Michele 

again'!)} Return of the River Kwai is unlikely to be shown in the US, although 
been out over here and in Japan; Chekov’s Enterprise is being reprinted shor’ 
After the panel we went back to the dealers’ room and got Majel to sign our photos 
- she was on the Lincoln Enterprises table. 























Tuesday, and we were crossing the mouth of the Gulf of Mexico, so the ship was 
rolling somewhat, and several people looked distinctly green. I am the only person 
1 know who’s ever got carsick while I was driving(!), so 1 was delighted that the 
ship’s motion didn’t affect me at all. (Gloat, gloat) The ship newsheet informed 
us that the Shuttle was scheduled to go up the following Tuesday, with 30 rats and 
2478 jellyfish aboard (no mention of Humans though!) 


We went on tenders to Playa del Carmen, and then we went to see some Mayan 
ruins at Tulum; wowee, what an amazing place. The Mayans were the original 
inhabitants of Mexico, and they had a pretty advanced civilisation. People who 
came to the ruins with us included Robin Curtis, Wil, John de Lancie, Guy Vardaman, 
Eric Menyuk (the Traveller), Mike Okuda, George’s mum, and Carel Struycken (Mr 
Homn). Richard Arnold joined the more hardy souls on a five-hour jungle trek (and 
they had to pay to go on it! Mad) which apparently was most enjoyable, After the 
ruins, we visited a lagoon, in which we went swimming. At this point my usual 
talents surfaced, and I managed to wear my watch into the water. And, no, it 
definitely wasn’t waterproof {it’s dead Jim). The lagoon was breathtakingly lovely 
(literally, we all stood there going, "Wow!") and full of tropical fish. We had to 
wait an hour to get the tender back to the ship, because the first dinner-sitting 
had priority, but there was plenty to look at. We found out that only 200 people 
had remained aboard today, out of about 1200! Jo, at dinner: “I like olive oil on 
my salad." Jim: "I prefer Pop-eye." And I go around with these people!? After 
dinner we had a go in the casino, where Jo made a profit of $3 on a poker machine, 
then we stayed up till 2am chatting to some other Brits on the cruise. 


Wednesday, and we were in Cozumel {I forgot to say that both Playa and Cozumel 
are in Mexico}, where we docked, at last, so we could come and go as we pleased. 
In the morning we went snorkling over a coral reef, which has to be the most 
incredible thing I’ve ever done - it’s really strange swimming about amongst 
tropical fish and thinking, ‘Gosh, they actually live here.’ We also met two dogs 
on the beach, which I chatted to. We then wandered back to the ship for lunch. On 
the way, Jim bought a sheepskin waistcoat (ho hum) which he insisted on wearing 
back to the ship - I hasten to add that the sky was very blue and the sun was very 
hot - the temperature was way up in the 90’s by this stage. I also managed to 
catch Marina, and invite her to be an honorary member of ‘IDIC fan club’, “Did you 
say ‘idiot’?", inquired Marina, with a most interesting expression on her face ~ 
remember she’d had a meal with me earlier; it was a very easy mistake to make! [ 
hastened to explain, and she said yes, she’d love to. Incidentally, she says she’s 
very hurt ~ no one’s invited her to a British con yet! After lunch we went 
shopping, having survived a taxi ride into town... I bought lots of pressies for 
people, and myself of course, and we braved the taxi again back to the dock. We 
went back aboard, and Jim and I left Jo having a siesta and went up on the 
Promenade deck (ie in the shade), where we found Mike, Marina's boyfriend (yes, we 
had met him ot the Gata, too), so we had a chat. Later, we went as far forward as 
we were allowed and watched the ship untie. We were a select group, about twenty 
of us, and all from late dinner (the one and only time it was an advantage) as the 
others were cating. We met an engineer called Scott, and aiso Elvis! He’s changed 
a bit since I last saw him though - I’m sure he didn’t used to be blac Scott 
and Elvis turned out to be great blokes, and big fans of Monty Python: 1 have a 
brilliant photo of them doing the fish dance. (Yes, they did it there on the bow 
or tne ship.) 








Dinner; the conversation got sillier every night, and tonight the topics of 
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conversation included Klingon scuba-diving. We were seated with three Americans, 
called Paulette, Don and Rhonda (the latter two were a brother and sister who'd 

some on the cruise together} and they spent most of their time in hysteric it 

seemed that they’d never encountered the more zany form of 3rit~humour before. Son 
was rash enough to suggest that Jim and i stage a :iuei with breadsticks, so 
(I won.) The ship's crew all seemed to have a whale of a time, tee, with alt these 
lunatics in their midst! I think we were a bit more interesting than their usual 
breed of passenger... Jo went to bed after dinner ~ sne felt a bit sqiffy - anu 
Jim and I decided to try a game of shuffleboard, which was great fun, Our best 
score was -3, 0, but never mind, we enjoyed it. 








Hal 





Thursday, and a day at sea. First stop, the dealers’ room for a few last bits 


and bobs, then to breakfast. (The ship served a mini-buffet - their title - 
consisting of fruit, cereals, cooked stuff, rolls, etc etc, and as much as you 

could eat - hardly ‘mini!) After a talk about what to do at Customs in Miami (if 
you were foreign, you just wrote ‘in transit! on your card and went straight 
through ~ great) was the auction, which raised over $6000. I won a photo of NCC 
1701-D, dy telling a joke {the one about Vulcan chickens going, ‘Spock, Spock, 
Spock) - unfortunately, we had to keep them clean. The chap that won the joke 
contest, which was a spur~of-the-moment thing set up by the auctioneer, told a 
really good joke, and won a photo of Data. His joke: what do Michael Dorn, Gates 
McFadden and Marina Sirtis have in common? One’s a ‘Worf’, one’s a ‘Doc’ and one’s 
a ‘Marina’, groan groan. 


After lunch came (dramatic music) the ordeal, ie four hours of sitting out in 
blazing sunshine for the guest panels. These had to be held outside because they 
couldn’t fit everyone into the ballroom. The guests got to sit under umbrellas, we 
didn’t. The results included me with a migraine coming on (if we’d been there any 
longer I’d have had to do in anyway) due to the light reflecting off my notebook, 
ah the things I do for IDIC, and Jo going rather, ie very, red, owing to the fact 
that she only had factor 8 suncream (or was it 6) on. I went brown, and [ had 
factor 25 on, just to give you an idea of how strong the sun was. However, [ 
digress ~ back to the panels. 


First, the original panel, consisting of Bill Campbell (Trelane and Koloth), 
Majel, Robin and Grace Lee Whitney, who was late (eating lunch!) Interesting 
points: Trelane is 126 years old ‘and holding’; Brent may direct an episode of TNG 
next year (yes I know I said it was an original panel - tell that to Majel!!!); 

Gene didn’t want a Klingon on the TNG bridge, but eventually gave in; Robin enjoyed 
working with Chris Lloyd but found him a bit intimidating; Grace has a part in 
STVI, but Majel hasn’t ~ "They can’t handle ‘Mrs Roddenberry’ being there,” says 
Majel; Saavik is running a bar! (this last in response to a question as to what 
Saavik was doing now!); Marina got up and asked what it was like to work with 
Marina Sirtis, which caused much applause; "Pure hell!" said Majel! With regard to 
the ‘nude scene’ in Menage a Troi (they actually wore underwear), she said that 
she, Majel, wore a body~stocking, but Marina was ‘an animal’, and Majel though that 
she was going to sell tickets! (For part two of this, see further on in the 

report, ie the TNG panel!); Robin would like a part in TNG but thinks it unnkely 
that she’! get one; Patrick may get an Emmy (see earlier comment re non-TNG 
content!) 





Next was the TNG panel, with Carel, Eric, Marina, Wil and John. Items: Marine 
is 5 feet 3 1/2 inches tall, and stands on boxes a lot! She says that she and 
Jonathan keep plaving up the Troi/Riker stuff and it ail gets cut ~ “Forget st, 
it's not going to happen!" She also said that if you want Lo send her a present, 
she'd rather you gave the money to an animal charity - thanks, iShe’s very 
strongly into animal rights}. Carei likes playing Mr Homn, he’s also in Twin Peaks 
and The Addams Family; the Traveler isn’t returning (at least, as far as 
knows}; Marina doesn’t currently have anything lined up with the BBC; (at this 
point, Wil was apparently overheating - he got up, jumped into the swimming 
and then came back and sat down again!}; Carel, who’s from Holland orig ¢ 
to the US in '74/'75 and had never seen Trek: now it’s the only thing he makes an 
effort to watch; John said that a fan once came up to him and said, "you're Q, 
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right?” "Yes," said John, he was. “Can you bring people back from the dead?! 
mtv "Only these I like," said John!; Brent is very, very shy, but may start 

going to cons (yes, please!}; LeVar may also get to some cons but is very busy} 
Marina has a dog called Skelagi (it means ‘little dog’ in Greek, and I've probably 
spelt it wrong) which is a miniature Yorkshire Terrier, and all the male members of 
the cast claim to hate him. Michael calls him a ‘coke-can with hair on‘, and Brent 
pretends to put him in the microwave! Someone else returned to the subject of the 
nude scene (‘What's it like working with Majel?’) and Marina says that she’s not 


taking her clothes off ‘in front of those guys’! - "You don't believe Majel do 
you?"'s Patrick likes going to cons; John wants Q to get mad, bad and dangerous to 
know (1); Marina likes all the episodes with her in them best, especially The Loss; 


Wil likes Final Mission {He wouldn’t have left the series if he’d had more scripts 

like that, rather than just, ‘Aye, Captain,’ etc); Carel would like to do horror 

movies and comedy; it was John in the nude in Deja Q, (These people seem obsessed 
with nudity...) 


The last panel of the day was Gene, Bob Justman and Majel (again!) I never 
thought that I’d ever get the chance to see Gene, and there I was, gosh. 
Interesting bits: Gene would like to see Trek emphasising humanity rather than 
machines; he developed Trek ‘very slowly’ - he was tired of writing about 
‘nothing’; he never wanted to appear in the series on the screen; he had total 
script-approval for STVI; Starfleet is not military; there’s not a female first 
officer on TNG because ‘we can’t do everything!’; a low point during the original 
series was doing the third season, and a high point was coming to do TNG (Bob 
agreed); they still get censorship in TNG but not as much as it used to be; the 
next film will be a TNG one; maybe when TNG runs its course to the end we’ll get a 
‘third generation’ (this was Majel’s question); and finally, Gene said that it felt 
‘great’ that TNG was now in the slot that killed original Trek and was doing 
extremely well! 


After the panels, we zoomed indoors into the shade, owing to headaches/ 
sunburn etc, etc, ho hum. We went to watch Mind’s Eye, the following week’s TNG 
episode, which not even American TV had shown yet (more gloating!) and which is a 
great episode, and then we packed, ugh, and went to dinner, 


Friday, and the cruise was over, boo, hoo, but we were going on the Trekfari, 
hooray. After brekker, we (all the ‘aliens, green card holders and Canadians’!) 
had to go to Immigration. Marina and Carel were amongst our group, and they both 
queue~jumped ~ ah, the spoils of fame! All the Trekfari people then went to wait 
for the ship to clear Customs, and we sat and chatted. And in answer to all the 
cries of, "What’s this 'Trekfari’ then?", well, I’m just about to tell you. Ninety 
cruise-goers were going up to Orlando together, to spend a further four days 
enjoying ourselves at various pursuits. As we had a tight schedule to follow we 
were first off the ship, hooray, and once we’d all traced our luggage and seen it 
loaded onto our two buses, we were off. Five or so hours later, after a meal of 
Kentucky Fried Chicken eaten en route, we arrived at our first port of call, the 
Kennedy Space Center. Ninety Trekkers zoomed off the buses and into the gift 
shop... The first thing on our plan for the afternoon was a film called The Dream 
Is Alive, and shown on an IMAX screen which is one of those huge ones (it was five 
floors high!) This consisted mostly of footage shot by astronauts on and around 
the shuttle, and was absolutely amazing. I’ve seen lots of photos taken of the 
Earth from space, but never that huge - it was really overwhelming and moved a lot 
of people to tears (yes, me too!) We then went on a bus tour around the center. 
We got on the bus, it started to rain. It rained, and rained, and rained. We 
would have seen the shuttle really well, plus the launch pad, plus a lot of other 
things, but, yes, it was raining, Added to this, we had a most, um, interesting 
tour guide, who kept telling us that something was over to our left, "but you can’t 
see it’!! We eventually got back to the main bit of the center, where we got back 
off the bus, and... it stopped raining. Ho, hum. Having spend more money in the 
shop and done a bit of exploring, we all piled back onto our buses and were driven 
to the Disney Village and our hotel, where a pizza party awaited us. 





Saturday, and we got up at 6 am (urgh), in order to have breakfast and still 
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have plenty of time to watch the shuttle being launched - except that it got 
postponed again, scream. We were ail very cross about that! We spent the day at 
Epcot, which is great. Highlights for me included the Japanese section, where ny 
Visa card got some exercise and where | chatted (to an extent!) to one of the shop 
assistants in Japanese. Another good bit was in the England section, which was, 
like the rest of Epcot, sparklingly clean and therefore a tad unrealistic. Our 
group consisted of eight Brits plus Don and Rhonda, who exhibited a strange lack 
of desire to escape from our company. We (the Brits} persuaded Don to go up to 
the Disney lady there and ask her whether England is really like their exhibit. 
"Why, yes," she said. “Where are you all from?” Her face, as with one accord, we 
all called out, "England!", was a sight which I shall never forget! Also well 

worth seeing is Captain Eo (a 3-D film), although if you don’t like Michael 

Jackson you may have a problem, as he’s the star. Before we left, we voted for 
Gene as ‘person of the century’ - Epcot are running the poll until the year 2000, 
Unfortunately, the system involved touch screens which seemed to be oblivious to 
one’s touch and which ignored ‘cancel’ instructions ~ I ended up voting for George 
Bush, despite valiant attempts on my part to assassinate the stupid computer! At 
length, however, we did actually manage to get our votes registered, and we wended 
{or should that be ‘'wond’ or something?) our weary way home, in time to watch 
Mind’s Eye, this time on TV. 


Sunday, and Magic Kingdom, which was also great. Highlights included Space 
Mountain and Thunder Mountain {roller-coasters}, Captain Nemo’s ride, and Pirates 
of the Carribean. Incidentally, we decided that Sunday is not a good day to visit 
Disneyworld - queues and more queues... 


Monday, and Universal Studios - more importantly, the Star Trek Adventure. 
Ninety screaming Trekkers descended on the studio entrance, and prepared to get in 
the queue. The best tactic turned out to be the one employed by a group of five 
of us: go straight there before doing anything else. We were first in, and we 
chose our parts (I was the Vulcan) without too much bloodshed, then we did our 
bit. You have a director who tells you what to do, how to react, and when to say 
your lines. Ours had a whale of a time; we were told to ad lib a bit, so we did! 

I don’t know who had more fun, him or us! Later, we returned to collect our 
copies of the video, and they put it on for us, hee hee, how extremely silly. 
Useful advice: do not go on the Back to the Future ride immediately after eating 
lunch, especially when lunch was ‘Eat as much as you like for $10’... In the 
evening, we went to a 'medieval banquet’, which was brilliant. I had by this time 
got a sore throat, which possibly wasn’t helped by all the yelling we did in 
support of ‘our’ knight (who, incidentally, won). 


Tuesday. We drove back to Miami on a bus with non~functional air- 
conditioning. I discovered that my sore throat was actually the start of a bad 
cold... trust me to get ill on holiday! We arrived at our hotel, and repacked our 
luggage, writing out a list for Customs as to what we'd spent, oh dear, what a lot 
of money. We had a swim in the hotel pool - very pleasant, then retired to bed 
for the night. 


Wednesday, and the flight home, which would have been better had our 
‘non-smoking’ seats not been situated directly behind the business class smoking 
section... We eventually arrived home after seventeen hours of travelling, urgh 
and yuck!, and I was obliged to take a day off work sick! Ho hum. 


Anyway, it was all worth it, and we’re already saving for Seatrek ‘93! 


FECES 
KIRK - Well, Mr. Chekov, this is your first experience of navigating a starship. 
Have you worked out our present position? 
CHEKOV - (Whispering) I think we should all be standing to attention, sir. 
KIRK - Why? And why are you whispering? 


CHEKOV - According to my calculations, we are just passing through the Kremlin... 
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Also inciuded in this puzzle are 18 crewmembers of the Enterprise, 8 from NCC-1701 
and 10 from NCC-1701D. 





Botany Bay Farragut Horatio Nomad Stargazer 
Bounty Galileo Horizon Phoenix Victory 
Defiance Grissom Melbourne Reliant Vger 
Enterprise Galaxy Kobayashi Maru Starbase Yamato 
Excelsior Hathaway Hood Spacedock Yorktown 

Sulu Picard Guinan 

Rand Riker Troi 

Chekov Crusher LaForge 

Scott Wort Yar 

Data Pulaski 
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It is said that Jim, in preventing Bones from saving Edith from the trarfic 
accident, allows time to continue as it should have been, as if none of them had 
been back in time. But I don’t go along with this. Edith comes to cross that 
particular street, at that exact time, in that particular direction, in that 
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absentminded frame of mind, because she had told Jim that Bones was in the mission. 
Her curiosity caused her to be unaware of the traffic because she was wondering 
bout the three unusual men, now reunited. (She had thought that Jim “belonged 
another place” and Spock beside him. She had noticed that Bones taiked about Harth 
like her friend Jim did.) If Sdith was to die, without Bones being there, it 

certainly wasn’t under that particular car. But i don’t think there was any such 
time continuum without Bones. The circumstances to put her in the right plac 
the right time would not have existed, because Hm and Spock weren’t there either, 
and they only went back to put things right after the Enterprise disappeared ~ or 
so they thought at the time. 











What about the wino who we first see sitting next to Jim and Spock in the 
mission, eating soup. We iater see him stealing milk when Bones turns up shouting 
“What planet is this?” (One of my favourite Trek quotes.} When the wino finds the 
phaser and fiddles with it, he dies. Surely time has been altered. He dies 
because Bones went back in time. (Thankfully Bones didn’t know he caused this 
death. He would have been mortified.) Jim and Spock did not prevent this death. 
Does this mean that it was needed to allow the time continuum with the Enterprise? 
Or did this happen in both continuums? 


I think that the Enterprise continuum required all three of our heroes to go 
back to 1930. The changes they caused were part of their continuum, that they were 
eventually born into and which continues after they returned, The alternative 
continuum, without the Enterprise, only existed from when Bones first jumped, until 
Jim and Spock followed. (Scotty said they’d only been gone a moment.) The changes 
occurred immediately they jumped, as perceived by the landing party. We witnessed 
some of these changes as they stole clothes, rendered the inevitable Irish 
policeman unconscious, met and allowed Edith to die, bought food and “hobby” 
supplies, and created the mnemonic memory circuit. All of these must have had a 
knock-on effect with time. It is even possible that because Jim and Spock sat next 
to the wino in the mission, that that was the reason he ended up stealing the milk 
and so met Bones and died! Many scenarios are possible. 


Coincidence or not, it is not until Bones is better, with the drug worked out 
of him, that he ventures out of the mission, where he meets Jim and Spock. But 
first, what would have happened in the continuum before they arrived? Edith would 
not have crossed the road when she did, in that direction (back to the mission} 
because Jim wasn’t with her. Without a “date” she is unlikely to go to the movies 
on her own. She was a respectable lady. (Jim recognised this when he compared her 
reputation to Spock's honesty.) She is more likely to have gone home. She would 
therefore not have been saved from a traffic accident because there was no traffic 
accident to be saved from. She would therefore be alive to eventually form the 
“peace movement", so America was delayed in entering WW 2, so Hitler won the war. 
All this, not because Bones did or didn’t do anything. It was because only Bones 
was there. All three were needed to create the circumstances of her death! 


The records on the tricorder gave Jim the choices ~ Edith lives and the 
Enterprise continuum never existed, or Edith dies to “save millions of people who 
didn’t die before". This is Trek at its best. The Captain, our Captain, making 
far-reaching and soul-searchingly difficult decisions. He makes more than the 
“supreme sacrifice". He lets someone he dearly loves die, for the sake of others, 
because of a "mistake" he believes his friend Bones has made. Jim has to prevent 
Bones from saving her! 


Spock’s tricorder was recording as Bones jumped through the “Guardian”, and so 
recorded the continuum with no Enterprise. Any subsequent recordings must have 
been the same. He had not recorded a continuum before Bones jumped, but when they 
viewed the recordings in 1930 he had two continuums. Jim and Spock’s jump back 
must have already occurred. It was in the memories of the Guardian, and thus 
recorded by Spock - and also how else could they have lived in the Enterprise 
continuum up until then? Jim, Spock and Bones were destined to go back to cause 
Edith’s death! It had already happened! Paradox? Maybe. 
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In the episade Tomorrow is Yesterday, no change in history occurs after 
returning John Christopher to his plane. The Enterprise universe is as they left 
it. Later, in Return to Tomorrow, when they encounter Gary Seven, and later still 
in ST IV, upon returning to their own time things are as they were. Time had not 
been altered, despite upsetting the crew of the whaiing ship, bringing back Jillian 
with George and Gracie, and letting "him invent the thing" tie transparent 
aluminium). I believe, therefore, that the apparent alternative lime continuum 
where Edith lives, and so the Enterprise disappears, was just a blip or loop :a 
time the Guardian knew would be smoothed out. 

















The Guardian knew that when Jim and Spock had been successful they all three 
would be returned. It also said that "many such journeys are possible". I think 
it knew that whatever happens during these journeys, history can never be “changed 
as such journeys result in what has already happened. 


{ think Jim eventually realised this too, and this is why he allowed Gillian 
to return with them without any checks to the computer files. But now would he 
have felt when he first realised it? To know that he was the instrument of Edith’s 
death? Devastated! There is little consolation in knowing that he had saved his 
universe, Was this the pain he carried, but did not want to rid himself of, in ST 
V2 To quote T’Pau {to Spock after Jim’s “death” in Amok Time) "I grieve for thee.” 
And so do [, with a tear in my eye, so do I, 


TERA ARI ARK AAAI, 


WHAT IS LIFE? 


by Kari M. John 


I would like to raise the point on the definition of "life". If a totally 
alien visitor came to Darth would he/she/it see that a plant, for exampie, is 
"Hiving" compared to us? For a plant, as far as we know, does not have a 
consciousness (or self-awareness). A plant lives but does not feel... Data does 
not live according to some people, yet he feels... this does not make sense to me. 
How can you define the characteristics of “living things?" A star lives and 
dies... does it have a consciousness, I wonder? 


“Life™ is extremely difficult to define; we are inclined to regard “life" as 
something organic. Who knows... life on Earth could be the only planet with 
organic life. We know so little of life "out there"; are we really quatified to 
define what is "living" and what is not? And by our experience of "life"? 


I regard it a bit single-minded to do this. Each life~form that may exist in 
this Universe may have its own characteristics that define it as “living”, which 
quite possibly may be beyond our understanding. There may be life forms that are 
sexless, emotionless, have dual consciousness etc; the limits are boundless. 





It could well be that creation of life is possible for other life-forms in the 
universe; if this is possible then the fact that Data was created by Noonian Soong 
would net be a valid point in determining "sentience”. In newsletter 11, Ann 
Peters asks "Why does life Aave to be carbon-based? What does /iving mean anyway?" 
T say to us all ~ this question is extremely portant; for in the future we may be 
fortunate tc encounter our longed~for alien visitors, vet dismiss them in our 
narrow-minded view of what is “living 














t would like to say to Jacqueline Comben - consider this: How do you know that 
you were not created? Many people believe that "God" created us... did “God" wave 
a magic wand? "He" must have had some means of “putting us together”. The 
“primordial soup” theory is now in dispute. Personally, I find it difficult to 

believe that life on this planet just “evolved”. I must add however, that by no 
means am | religious, but after reading various books on the origins of life, | am 
wondering... Scientists are once again considering that “creation” of Ife rather 
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than "vandom evolution” is a possibility. if indeed ail life truly is “created™ 
then the question "Is Data alive?" would be affirmative. Data is alive. 


I sincerely ask Jacqueline Comben, Nicole Comtet and Ray Dowsett in particular 
to consider the points raised in this article. 


The Vulcan philosophy of IDIC shows us that ai] life is sacred and that no-one 
has the right to question another person's right to live, whatever form they may 
be. In Measure of a Man, Data’s life was at stake, his right to choose to live, to 
make decisions, his freedom. If Maddox had carried out his experiments and the 
experiments had been unsuccessful then Data would have died. In other words murder 
would have been committed. There was great sadness in Data's own words, "My right 
to choose... my life’. This showed the saddest aspect of our “humanity” when a 
truly unique and “remarkable” individual was so close to being lost forever, a 
gentle individual who wants to learn, and obtain wisdom. How can we have the right 
to deny Data this? His “understanding” of Human nature is growing and 1 would not 
say that Data would be unable to command simply because he is not Human. I would 
be proud to work under his command ~ I respect Data greatly. When/if our alien 
visitors visit Barth would they understand us? Probably not. The fact that Data 
is an android does not justify the reason. 





To me, the most wonderful thing about Star Trek, both series, is that it is 
showing us how to prepare ourselves for space exploration, to be able to greet new 
life forms without dogma and prejudice, accept them as brothers and sisters, to 
learn from them, grow with them, make new and valuable friendships, throw aside our 
conceit and aggressive tendencies and reach out into the Galaxy in peace and 
harmony. In the words of Mr. Spock, "Humans are only a minority in this Galaxy.” 

It might well be the Universe itself. 


preteor sos s Sorte oy 


"STAR TREK’ - THE SCOTTISH CONNECTION 


by Gloria Fry 


Has it been observed that there is a very high proportion of Scottish names 
amongst the regular and semi-regular crew of the U.S.S. Enterprise? If we accept 
that even in the 23rd century the population of Scotland wil not increase 
dramatically, then how is this possible? One must assume then that the Scot will 
emigrate to the distant reaches of the Galaxy, as they have done to the four 
corners of the Earth, making their mark in all walks of life, yet remaining proud 
of their Scottish heritage. 


Personnel of the U.S.S. Enterprise of Scottish descent. 





Kirk, Captain James 7. = kirk n. a Scottish word for church. 
James n. Seven kings of Scotland 
were named James. 

He follows in the footsteps of many Scottish leaders and explorers. 

e.g. Robert the Bruce - King of Scotland, who was a great war-leader, 

David Livingstone - who discovered the Victoria Fails. 
John Paul-dones ~ who founded the United States Navy. 
Kirk's ancestors emigrated to lowa, U.S.A. sometime during the previous NO wears. 





Spock, Commander (First Officer} = Many of the Earth’s most famous 
scientists have been Scottish, 
so perhaps his mother can boast 
Scottish blood. 





McCoy, Dr. Leonard (C.M.O.} = McCoy - a guid old Scots surname. 
His ancestors moved to Georgia, U.S.A. He continues in the tradition of the crusty 
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Scottish medical man with a heart of gold. 


Scott, Lt. Smdr, Montgomery {Engineer} - Scotty n. Informal. A Scotsman. 
Scott - a common Scottish surname. 


Scottish, and proud of it. Loves his whisky, the bagpipes and the kilt. Wears 
traditional Highland dress uniform at formal occasions. He continues the naval 


tradition of the Scots engineers. 





- Kyle n. Scottish - 3 narrow straight 
or channel, e.g. Kyle of Lochalsh. 
Even though his accent is English, he shows true Scottish courtesy and charm. 


Kyle, Lt. (Transporter Chief} 





Galloway, Lt. (Security officer) ~ Galloway n. an area of S.W, 
Scotiand on the Solway Firth. 


A tough security man, reminiscent of the traditional Scottish soldier. 





~ Kelso n. a town in the Scottish 
borders. 


Kelso, Lt. Lee (Helmsman 


A true son of the likeable Borderers. 


- Ross and Cromarty n. an area in 
N.W. Scotland. 
Expert in dancing of ail kinds, but especially Scottish country dancing. 


Ross, Yeoman Teresa 


iper, Dr. } k = piper n. a person who plays 
the bagpipes. 
An expert bagpipe player, perhaps he taught Scotty how to play them. 


McGivers, Lt. Marla (Historian - McGivers - a Scottish surname. 


She showed very little of the grit and independence of Scottish womanhood, at 
first. 


Other characters with a Scottish connection. 





rons Ev. = McHuron - another Scottish surname. 
Neither did she, 


Wallace, Dr. Janet - Wallace, Sir William n. - a famous 


Scottish patriot, 
Perhaps she is a descendent of this illustrious Scotsman. 


Cochrane, Zephram = Cochrane - old Scots name. 


His forebearers emigrated to Alpha Centauri. 





Aliens of Scottish originisiimumtmt 
ith a pinch of salt. 











MacGato = A hairy, apelike creature 
found on the planet Neural. 


Tyree (Leader, Hill people) = Tiree n. smail island off the 
: west coast of Scotland, 
Did a lost Scottish colony ship land on Neural many centuries ago? 





Gorn (Captain = Gorn n. variant of old Scots 

name Gordon. 
Ancestors emigrated from Scotland during the Jurassic period 200 million years ago. 
Their cousins stayed behind, preferring the still, deep waters of Loch Ness. 


- Kelvin, Lord n, Scottish physicist 
who made great contributions to 
the science of thermo-dynamics. 
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Did one of their ships reach Earth during the [9th century? 





Did she deliberately pick the cat-guise because of Kirk’s 
she think his middle name was T. tor Tomeat? 








~ claymore n. a large two~edged 
broadsword used by Scottish 
Highlanders. 

Was Claymare an ancestor of the Scottish people? 





Tribbles = descendants of the haggis, to 
be found in the far parts of the 
galaxy. 


The famous poem by Scotsman Robert Burns is dedicated to these delightful 
creatures, ‘To a Tribble.’ 

"Wee, sleekit, cowrin’ timorous beastie 

Oh what a panic’s in thy bdreastie..’ 





On a more serious note, Burns seems to have visualised the ‘Star Trek’ ideals, in 
the 18th century. The following is from 'Is There for Honest Poverty’. 


Then let us pray that come it may, 

As come it will for a’ that, 

That sense and worth, o’er a’ the earth, 
May bear the gree(pailm) and a’ that, 
For a' that and a’ that, 

It’s coming yet, for a’ that. 

That man to man, the world o’er, 

Shall brothers be for a’ that. 


If Scotland’s most famous poet had lived today, he would possibly have been a Star 
Trekker. He would have understood the concept of 1.D.1.C. 


FOIA TRACK 


SOLUTION TO WORDSEARCH 
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THE MOST UNKINDEST CUT... 


In this article the CIC videos are compared with the 5th screening of Star Trek on 
BBC. 





LOW (65) - amount cut 3 mins. Report by Teresa Abbott. 

The first cut is e longest, being almost two and a half minutes in length. 
and takes piace just after MeCoy and Natira have had their first long talk 
together. Immediately after Natira says “let the thought rest in your heart, 
McCoy", there is a shot of Kirk and Spock walking through the corridors looking for 
the oracle room. 

Spock: "Incredible as it may seem, these peopie have no idea they are living 
on a spaceship." 

Kirk: "I wonder how many generations have lived out their lives, and been 
buried here, without ever knowing that their world is hollow." 


FOR THE WORLD IS _H) 











Back to Natira and McCoy, where she is telling him that the people will soon 
reach a beautiful new world, and that he can share it with her. McCoy asks how 
jong it will take to reach the new world. 

Natira: "Soon. The oracle will only say soon.” 

McCoy: "Oh, if you only knew how I needed some kind of future, Natira!" 

Natira: “You have lived a lonely life?” 

"Yes. Very lonely." 

No more, McCoy. There will be no more loneliness for you.” 
“There is something I need to tell you.” 

There is nothing you need to say." 

McCoy: “But there is.” 

Natira: "Then tel! me, if the telling is such a need.” 

MeCoy: "T have an illness for which there is no cure. I have one year to 
live." 

Natira: "Until I saw you there was nothing in my heart. It sustained my life, 
nothing more. Now it sings. I could be happy to have that feeling for a day - a 
week, a month ~ a year, whatever the Creators hold in store for us.” 

And they kiss. 





The second short cut of about 15 secs comes when Kirk and Spock are caught 
spying in the oracle room, just after Natira says “When the oracle releases them, 
take them." 

She then goes on to say, 

“Pools! D’you think we are children, you think you can do as you please, 
commit whatever offence amuses you!" 


The last cut is when McCoy calls the ship to tell Kirk about the book in the 
oracle room. About 15 secs are edited out of McCoy writhing on the floor and 
Natira rushing in. We also see the red light pulsing under the skin of McCoy’s 
temple, 


I think it’s a shame that the scene between Natira and McCoy was originally 
missed out, for it shows that McCoy was honest with her about his condition, and 
that she loved him regardless. McCoy gets so few romantic interludes it seems a 
shame to miss out one of his few on-the-screen kisses! 


DAY OF THE DOVE (66) - amount cut 1 mins 23 secs. Report vy Jason fart. 


Four scenes were removed, for both time and censorship reasons, but on the 
whole this episode was not cut as badly as most in the third season, 


The first was a brief shot during the scene in which Kirk goes down to see 
Rang and 3 men in the crew lounge, just after Kirk’s phaser turns into a sword, 
The missing few seconds showed Kirk staring at the sword in astonishment, and Kang 
allowing himself a little smile. (In the BBC version, Kang moves forward to attack 
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straight away.} 


Another cut was made a few minutes later, directly after we see Chekov running 
down a corridor with the alien entity in pursuit. A scene in sickbay was removed 
at this point, showing a grim McCoy tending to the wounded Lt. Johnson, and then 
muttering {to no one in particular}, "Those filthy butchers! There are rules, even 
in war, You don’t keep hacking at a man after he’s down,” before another wounded 
man is carmed in, 


The remaining two cuts were made during the infamous assault by Chekov on the 
female Klingon Mara. The first of these occurs just after Chekov throws down his 
sword and holds Mara against the wall as she tries to escape. In the original 
version, what follows next is one of the most disturbing scenes in the series: 

Chekov (with effective close-ups and lighting making him seem all the more 

sinister) tells Mara: “You don’t die yet. You're not Human, but you're very 
beautiful... very beautiful.” He then rips the top of her tunic {out of camera 

shot) and she starts to scream but he cups his left hand over her mouth and begins 
kissing her, (This is where we rejoin the BBC print, just as Kirk and Spock 
appear), Kirk's subsequent attack on Chekov was also cut ~ ali we are allowed to 
see in the cut version is Kirk tearing Chekov away from Mara and pushing him 
against the wall. Something is obviously missing here, as the next thing we see is 
Chekov, suddenly slumped, on the ground! What actually happens is that Kirk 
follows up by slapping Chekov in the face, twice, before being restrained by Spock, 


THAT WHICH SURVIVES (69) - amount cut 3 mins 12 secs, Report by Jason Hart. 
As with Spock's Brain, just one long scene was cut. 


The cut comes quite early on in the episode, after Dr, M’Benga gives Spock the 
autopsy report (on the transporter officer} and Spock says, “Please keep me fully 
advised. Spock out.” In the BBC print this scene ends here, and we cut back to 
the planet just as Lt, D'Amato turns to see Losira. What we should have seen was 
more of the bridge sequence, with Spock turning to Scotty and suggesting that they 
return to the planet at once: 


Spock - Can you give me warp eight? 


Scotty - Aye, sir. And maybe a wee bit more. I’li sit on the warp engines 
myself and nurse them. 


Spock - That position, Mr. Scott, would not only be unavailing but also 
undignified. (!) 


Spock then instructs Lt. Rahda to plot a course before the action switches 
back to the pianet where Kirk, McCoy, Sulu and D’Amato are discussing ways to 
survive. They haven’t seen any water but there must be some to grow the 
vegetation. They theorise that the vegetation could absorb water directly from the 
air, or that there may be water underground. 


Also Sulu has discovered a virus like a plant parasite, which is the nearest 
biological form of life they've discovered so far. Kirk orders his men to 
investigate further, since if they discover how these things get their moisture to 
survive, then obviously this would benefit them. 


A search sequence follows. Sulu makes a standard magnetic sweep with his 
tricorder and gets a strange reading that he has never seen before, like a door 
opening and closing again. 


D'Amato, meanwhile, is looking for signs of underground water, and the BBC 
version continues from here. 
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LET THAT BE YOUR LAST BATTLEFIELD (70} - amount cut 3 mins 45 secs. Report by 
Teresa Abbott, 





The first cut is fairly short, znd comes just after Bele first appears on ihe 
bridge, and Kirk says, "Explain, Spock." Kirk goes on to say, “One of 4 kind?" 
and there is a 15 sec dramatic pause. 





There is a long 3 i/2 minute cut after Beie returns control of the Enterprise 
to Kirk, just after he says: 
Beal: “The ship's course is now in your control, 


Kirk confirms that the ship is on course to Arianis, and checks the ship’s 
status with the members of the bridge crew, then goes on to say, 

Kirk: Let me reaffirm my position, Gentlemen. I could put you in the brig 
for what you’ve done, but I won’t do it. Because you are new to this part of the 
galaxy - which is governed by the United Federation of Planets. We live in peace, 
with full expression of individual rights. The need to resort to violence and 
force has long since passed and it will not be tolerated aboard this ship. You are 
free to move about the ship. I hope that you’ll take the opportunity to know more 
about the Federation through its best representatives - my crew. 

All hands - return to normal routine. Captain out.” 


Bele and Lokai then leave the bridge, Lokai saying that he will wait to see 
what justice is dispensed after Arianis. 


Spock: "Fascinating. Two irrevocably hostile humanoids.” 

Scott: “Disgusting is what I call them." 

Spock: "That description is not scientificaily accurate.” 

Scott: "Mr. Spock, the word disgusting describes exactly what I feel about 
those two.” 

Kirk: “That’s enough for today. Those two are beginning to affect you.” 


Lokai is then seen through the half closed door of the recreation room, 
talking to members of the crew, including Sulu and Chekov. Spock walks along the 
corridor outside, and stands evesdropping outside the door. 


Lokai: "You are from the planet Earth. There is no persecution on your 
planet. How can you understand my fears, my apprehension, my degradation, my 





suffering.” 7 
Chekov: “There was persecution on Earth once. I remember reading about it in 
history class.” 
Sulu: "Yes, but it happened way back in the 20th century. There is no such 


primitive thinking today. 


Lokai goes on to describe the feelings of peopie persecuted for no other 
reason than that they are different, and Spock turns away looking very sad, a look 
which I presume is meant to indicate that he knows very well what it is like to be 
persecuted, despite what the Humans in the room are saying. 


T never particularly liked this episode, but it grows on you with watching, 
and is better with all the scenes in, especially the last bit. 





3} - amount cut 2 mins 23 secs. sport by Jason Hart. 





The 8BC made its first cut during the scene on Memory Alpha, when McCoy finds 
the dying female technician. Quite an eerie little scene was taken out in which 
the technician tries to communicate, but can only talk in the same garbled voice 
that Lt, Romaine had aiso used. 


Kirk contacts the ship and asks for Lt. Romaine to be beamed aown. fhe 
technician's face then starts to glow strangely before she dies. 
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The second cut occurs only about half a minute later, after McCoy tells Kirk, 
“tl can be more detailed when we return co the ship and use the ship’s computers.” 
The BBC print then has Lt. Romaine seeing the dead bodies; this is particularly 
confusing since we never saw her beam Jown! The missing part (surprise!) shows her 
beaming .iown and joining the group. The following dialogue aiso had to be cut, as 
it wouldn’t have made much sense after "he cutting of the first scene: 


Scotty 
Mira - 
Kivi - 
Mira - 
Kirk - 
Mira ~ 





McCoy 
and we... 


- Mira! The Captain has some questions. 
Yes, Captain? 

When you were unconscious, rou were speaking. 

What did 1 say? 

1 don’t know, the words were unfamiliar to me. 

What did it sound iike? 

They sounded exactly Hike the last words spoken by the technician, 
What technician? 

- We found one person in there, just bare 





alive - thé rest were dead 





Upon hearing this , Lt. Romaine rushes into the other room and sees the 


bodies, 


More dialogue was cut from the briefing room scene, after Lt. Romaine says, 
“He (Scotty) was dying.” This is followed, in the BBC version, by Sulu’s message 
to Kirk over the intercom, dut in the original version she continues: 


Mira - 


Now I understand what’s been happening. I’ve been seeing through 


another mind. I’ve been flooded with thoughts that are not my own... they control 
me. Scotty, I’d rather die than hurt you. I’d rather die! 


Scotty 
out of four 


- What’s all this talk of dying? They’ve called the turn on us three 
times. That's a better average than anybody deserves. It’s our turn 


now, we’ll fight them. So let’s not hear any more talk about dying. 


The fourth and final cut is almost at the end, after the lights have left Lt. 
Romaine’s body and Scotty tells her that they’ve gone, Although this is actually 
the episode’s longest cut - 1 min + secs - nothing of any great significance is 
missing, just Spock restoring the gravity in the pressure chamber and things 
returning to normal, 


THE CLOUDMINDERS (74) - amount cut 2 mins 28 secs. Report by Jason Hart. 


There are no cuts up until the part of Stratos when Kirk is attacked by Vanna 
while he is resting. The cut occurs when he recognizes her and says, "You again!" 
From here some two minutes are missing, as follows: 


Kirk pins Vanna down on the bed; she struggles, but he says that he will only 
release her if she answers some questions. She agrees to this, but then 


immediately 
once again. 


goes back on her word and picks up her weapon, but Kirk overpowers her 


The scene changes to Spock and Droxine, who are having a remarkably frank 
discussion about the Vulcan mating cycle! 


Droxine - You only take a mate once every seven years? 


Spock - The seven year cycle is biologically inherent in all Vulcans. At that 
time the mating drive outweighs all other motivations. 


Droxine ~ And is there nothing that can disturb that cycle, Mr.Spock? 


Spock 


- Extreme feminine beauty is always disturbing, Madam. 
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LY A brief tof Vanna being tortured by the light rays just arte 
says. “Very weil, if you prefer - the rays! 








2) Kirk and Spock seeing Vanna deing tortured; Kirk protests and Plasus stops 
the torture, 


3) A brief shot of Vanna being untied by the two guards after Plasus says, 
“Remove the prisoner to confinement quarters!" 


4) After Kirk and Spock have beamed back up to the ship, a bmef clip of 
Vanna being removed followed by Plasus telling the guards, “If Captain Kirk appears 
again, kill him.” 


WAY TO EDEN (75) - amount cut: 3mins 6 secs. Report by Jason Hart. 

There are 2 cuts in the BBC version, the first of which is quite near the 
beginning, immediately after the bridge sequence which ends with Kirk saying, “T 
shall have to be less rigid in my thinking." (when Spock explains the meaning of 
‘Herbert’.) 


The BBC then cut a scene in sickbay, where Sevrin and his followers are 
awaiting their medical check ups (Adam is singing the first of many of his dreadful 
songs!) 


Chekov enters, and asks where he may find Irina, to which Adam replies: 

“She's getting her physical. Gonna crack my knuckles and jump for joy - I got 
a clean bill of health from Dr. McCoy! You know Irina?" 

Tongo Rad: “Say, teil me, why do you wear all those clothes? How do you 
breathe?" : 

(At this point Chapel comes out of the examining room with two medics, who 
practically have to drag Sevrin in for his check up, as Irina comes out.) 

Chekov: "Irina!" 

Irina: "Pavel Andreievich. I had thought we might encounter each other."* 

Chekov: “You knew I was on the Enterprise?” 

Irina: "I had heard." 

Chekov: ¥ 
gathered 
corridor}, 
look at you 

Ivina: “Look at yourself, Pave 

The rest of the scene is included in the BBC version, beginning with Chekov 
asking, “Why did von do it?” 





« the suddenly becomes aware of the others who have 
and looking on with some amusement, and takes her out into the 
How couid you do this to yourself? You were a scientist, and now... 
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The secona cut is during the scene in which irina visits Chekov 
control, and occurs after Irina says, “I could never obey a compu 

The original version continues: 

Chekov: “You could never have Hstened to anyone. You always had to be 
different.” 








“Not different. What I wanted to be. There is nothing wrong in doing 
ant.” (They kiss.) 





what you \ 


ST 


I can’t see the logic of the cutting of the two Chekov/Irina scenes; it would 
have made more sense to have left these in and cut the embarrassing scene in the 
recreation room of Adam and the others singing, instead. 


REQUIEM FOR METHUSELAH (76) - amount cut 1 mins 42 secs. Report by Jason Hart. 

There was only one cut in this episode, which the BBC made just after the 
scene where Flint introduces Rayna to the Enterprise officers. The next scene 
shows McCoy following the M4 robot into the laboratory, and the cut occurs when 
McCoy notices several bottles on a table and approaches them, He is suddenly cut 
off in mid stride and the next scene shows Kirk and Rayna dancing. 





In the original version, McCoy picks up and examines one of the bottles and 
jooks across to see M4 behind a screen processing the rytalin. Then we cut back to 
the main hall, where Rayna is playing 4 cushion billiards. She plays a good shot 
{surprisingly dodgy camerwork, though!). and then offers to show Kirk how to play. 
Some good dialogue between Kirk and Flint follows (even if it is just a bit 
reminscent of The Squire of Gothos!): 

Kirk: "You said something about savagery, Mr. Flint. When was the last time 
you visited Earth?" 

Flint: ‘You would tell me that it is no longer cruel. But it is, Captain. 

Look at your Starship - bristling with weapons; its mission to colonise, exploit, 
destroy if necessary, to advance Federation causes," 

Kirk: (Plays a poor shot) “Our missions are peaceful, our weapons defensive. 
If we were barbarians, we would not have asked for Rytaiin. Indeed, your greeting, 
not ours, lacked a certain benevolence.” 

Flint: "The result of pressures which are not your concern.” 

Kirk: "Yes, well those pressures are everywhere, in everyone, urging him to 
what you call ‘savagery’. The private hells - the inner needs and mysteries ~ the 
beast of instinct, (He plays another poor shot) “As human beings, that is the way 
it is. To be Human is to be complex. You can’t avoid a little ugliness from 
within - and from without." 


This is where we rejoin the BBC print, with Flint suggesting to Spock that he 
play the waltz, 


THE SAVAGE CURTAIN (79) - amount cut: 3mins 3 secs. Report by Jason Hart. 


A very clumsy cut was made to this episode, which did not affect the actual 
storyline too much, but disrupted the flow dramatically. 


The cut occurs towards the end, when Kirk and company are discussing tactics, 
and Surak goes to the enemy camp to try for a peaceful solution. After he has 
left, Kirk tells the others, “The weapons, gentlemen - in case he fails." There is 
then an obvious and very confusing cut; before Surak has barely had time to walk 
round to the enemy camp, he suddenly cries out and Kirk, Spock and Lincoin are 
miraculously already armed with hand~made spears! 


A large chunk has been removed in which we actually see Surak at the enemy 
camp proposing his peace plan to Colonel Green. Green isn't convinced; he thinks 
it’s a trick but Surak assures him that the others are back at their base. 

Green: "No one talks peace unless he’s ready to back it up with war.” 

Surak: "He talks peace if it is the only way to live.” 

Green: "Then tell me, what do we have to gain if we accept?” 

Surak: “Nothing but the knowledge that I have done what I believe in.” 

Green: "What do I get out of it? I fight for gain, Vulcan. What do T gain 
here?” 

Surak: “Your Hfe, and the lives of the others. You said yourself that we 
have common cause to survive; together we can, but not by warring." 

Green pretends to sound interested in the Vuican's words, but really is just 
trying to keep him talking while the others are sneaking up on him from behind, 
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The scene switches back to the base, where Kirk and Spock are talking while 
they sharpen their weapons: 

Kirk: “Your Surak is a brave man." 

Spock: “Men of peace usually are, Captain. On Vulcan he is vevered as the 
father of our civilisation. The father image holds much meaning for us." 

Kirk: "Do you show emotion, Spock?" 

Spock: “I deeply respect what he has accomplished.” 

Kirk: “Well, let’s hope he accomplishes something here, and soon.” 

{And now, we hear Surak scream, as in the BBC print.) 


ALL. OUR YESTERDAYS (78) - amount cut 2 mins 20 sec. Report by Teresa Abbott. 
There is a long cut just after Kirk is thrown into jail, and we see the woman 


muttering ‘Witch, witch, they’ll burn. ye...’ 


Back in the cave, McCoy is still on the bed, and Spock tries to wake him as 
Zarabeth watches. 

Spock: McCoy! McCoy, wake up! 

McCoy: {confused, seeing the girl) Who are you? 

@arabeth: My name is Zarabeth. 

McCoy: Zarabeth? Spock, are we in the library? 

Spock: No, we are still in the ice age but safe for the moment. 

McCoy: Jim! What about Jim! 

Spock: Doctor, you are in no condition to get up, you lie down and rest. I 
shall attempt to find the Captain. 

McCoy; (drowsily) You find him, Spock. Don’t worry about me, you just find 
him. 

(Spock and Zarabeth move deeper into the cave.) 

Zarabeth: Spock, who is this Jim? 

Spock: He’s our commanding officer ~ and our friend, 

Zarabeth: I saw only the two of you. I did not know there was another, 

Spock: He did not come with us. He was sent through the time portal to 
another period in history, much later than this one. If I am to find him there is 
only one possible avenue. Zarabeth, will you show me where the time portal is? 

Zarabeth: But your friend, he is ill! 

Spock: (Confused) That is true. If I leave him there is a chance he may 
never regain the ship. He would then be marooned in this time period. But he is 
no longer in danger of death! So my primary duty to him has been discharged, and 
if I remain here, no one of our party would be able to aid Captain Kirk. © 

Zarabeth: You make it sound like an equation. 

Spock: (agitated) Well it should be an equation! I should be able to 
resolve the problem logically. Perhaps it has something to do with the Atavachron, 
If only I knew more about how it worked. 


This then joins the BBC version as Spock asks Zarabeth why she was sent there. 


I think this is a lovely scene, and very important as it shows Spock’s 
developing regression to the illogical and emotional past of the Vulcans. I always 
thought Spock showed a remarkable lack of concern for Kirk anyway in this episode - 
without this dialogue all we get is a casual ‘we must hope he is weil’ later on. 

At least this bit goes some way towards explaining that. 


TURNABOUT INTRUDER (79} - amount cut 3 mins 50 sec. Report by Teresa Abbott. 

T couldn’t believe how much this had been messed about! There are three 
fairly lengthy cuts close together at the beginning of the episode: I’ve written 
them all out in full because I think all the dialogue was good. (N.B. Throughout, 
Kirk = Janice as Kirk). 





1) Shortly after they all beam aboard the Enterprise, there is a cut just 
after} 

Kirk: Will it affect your arriving at the correct treatment? 

McCoy: It’s crucial. 
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The original continues, 

Kirk: Oh, This is especially disturbing for me for personal reasons. 

MeCoy: Oh I didn’t know you knew her that weil. 

Kirk: Oh yes. It’s been a long time since I saw ner. | walked out on her 
when it became serious. 

McCoy: Well, you must have been very young at the time, Jim. 

Kirk: Youth doesn’t excuse everything, Doctor McCoy. {t's a very unhappy 
memory for me, 

MeCoy: I didn’t realise that. I shail do everything in my power. 

Kirk: Thank you. Thank vou very much, 

(McCoy leaves and Scotty approaches 'Kirk’} 

Scotty: Dr. Lester is certainly a very jucky young person to have escaped, 

Kirk: Yes, very lucky. Very jucky. 


The next cut is just after ‘Janice’ has been sedated, and is muttering ‘bad 
dream, bad dream.’ 

‘Kirk?’ jeaves sickbay to head for the bridge and we hear his voice. 

"James Kirk is returning to consciousness in the body of Janice Lester. The 
Enterprise is proceeding to its next mission on the course set for it before I took 
over Command, Now the years I spent studying every single detail of the ship’s 
operation will be tested. With a little experience I will be invulnerable to 
suspicion.” (Enters bridge} 


There is another cut shortly afterwards. 

Kirk: Mr, Chekov, plot a course for the Benecia Colony. 

Chekov: Direct course to Benecia, 373 mark 8 

kirk: How long to the colony at our present speed? 

Chekov: 48 hours sir. 

Kirk: Mr. Sulu, set course for the colony 373 mark 3 

Sulu: Aye, sir. 

Spock: Captain, that will delay our work at Beta Aurigae. it means reversing 
course, 

Kirk: Yes, but it can’t be helped. We must take Dr. Lester to a place where 
she can be treated. 

Spock: May I point out that Starbase 2 is on the direct route to our 
destination. 

Kirk: How long to Starbase 2? 

Chekov: 72 hours, Captain. 

Kirk. ‘That's 24 hours too long. Dr. Lester’s condition is increasingly 
serious. Continue present course, 

Sulu: Aye, six. 

Spock: Sir, if the diagnosis of Dr. Lester’s illness is the critical problem, 
the Benecia Colony is definitely not the place for her. Their medical facilities 
are the most primitive. 

Kirk: They will have to serve. 

7 Spock: Starbase 2 is fully equipped and staffed with the necessary 
specialists to determine exactly what is wrong with the doctor, Is that not 
crucial to your decision? 

Kirk: Thank you, Mr. Spock. But the facilities will be of little use if 
Doctor Lester is dead. Time is of the essence. Continue present course. 

Spock: (Persistent isn’t he. No wonder ‘Kirk’ loses his temper) At maximum 
speed Starbase 2 would still meet the emergency. 

Communications Officer: Captain, shall I advise Starfleet Command of the 
change of plan? 

Kirk: {angry} No change of plan has been ordered, ineutenant! Our arri 
at Beta Aurigae will merely be delayed. Our gravitational studies of that bina’ 
system will not suffer, and a life may be saved. That is not unusual procedure for 
the Enterprise. 

Spock: I believe that Starfleet will have to be notified that our rendezvous 
with the Starship Potemkin... etc. 






Nice scene, though Spock seems almost too persistent, considering that at this 
stage there hasn’t been much to make him suspicious of ‘Kirk’. I think the acting 
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throughout is reaily good, there is never any doubt who is who, The brief meld 
between Spock and ‘Janice’ must be one of the few actual mind contacts in the 
en Kirk and Spock. 






RAR KEE RAK ACARI, 


MY KIND OF TREK 


by Helen White 


I've been an ST fan for longer than I can remember; my parents tell me that we 
watched it from its first showing (my mum remembers seeing Miri on TV, which I 
don’t}. It’s always been my favourite programme, but I really didn’t get involved 
{for ‘involved’ read ‘obsessed’) until I went to see The Voyage Home at Reading 
cinema in 1987. Being at this stage a meek and timid person (no, reaily} I decided 
that I would go in only if the queue wasn’t full of children - at this point 1 had 
no idea how popuiar ST was amongst discerning adults ~ but the tine was 90% adult, 
so 1 joined it. I still remember the thrill that I felt at seeing the Enterprise 
and all her crew again; it was like catching up with long-lost friends. For me it 
really was a voyage home, and I don’t care how corny that sounds, because it's 
true! I saw TVH six times on the big screen, enjoying it more each time, and then 
hought the book of the film. After that it was out a short step to Chain of 
Attack, the first Titan novel, which I thought was great... 


wel was hooked, 


f got into fandom via an article in Smash Hits, which included a few contact 
addresses, and also a competition, which I entered. I won one of the prizes (!) 
which seemed to be a ‘sign’ of sorts; at any rate, i took the great step of writing 
to (and thereafter joining) one of the clubs, The New Enterprise, run by Mitch 
Clark. (The club is no longer running, sadly.) It was for TNE that I wrote my 
first Trek crossword ~ under a pseudonym - and for TNE that I wrote my first book 
review. ‘From small acorns mighty oaks grow’, indeed! I now belong to six clubs, 
although the vast proportion of my writings - whatever form they take - goes to 
IDICc. 


I like original and TNG equally; they are two different entities, so I can't 
choose between them! Which one I feel like watching/reading depends on my mood. 


My favourite orig. characters are Spock and McCoy (I like them both equally), 
and my favourite TNG characters are Picard, Data, Guinan and Worf. There is no 
character from either regular crew that I can’t bear; however, I’m not over-keen on 
Bev Crusher. 


My favourite original episodes are This Side of Paradise, Journey to Babel, 
Operation Annihilate, The City on the Edge of Forever, and Is There in Truth no 
Beauty? and my favourite TNG episodes {I’ve seen up to ep 25 of season 3 so far) 
are The Most Toys, Sarek, The Offspring, Deja Q and The Measure of a Man. There’s 
only one TNG episode so far that f really don’t like, and that’s Symbiosis. 


As far as films go, I like IV and PMP, then II and Ii, then bits of V. 


i enjoy both originai and TNG Titan novels; so far, there are very few that [ 
really can't bear! (They’re How Much for Just the Planet, Dreadnaught, The 
Treilisane Confrontation and The Captains’ Honor). My favourites are (original) 
Jhura’s Song, Doctor’s Orders, Spock’s World, Memory Prime, Dreams of the Raven and 
fhe Pandora Principle, and then ‘TNG} Strike Zone, Masks and A Rock and a Hard 
Place. 











I like most stories, especially ones with plenty of Spock and/or McCoy in 
them, preferably both, and they are usually better if Kirk’s in them too, but I’m 
not bothered by his absence from a story as I am by Spock’s or McCoy’s. 
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1 do enjoy hurt/comfort stories, especiaily where Spock is the one in trouble 
(Mindshadow is good for that) and I have to admit that my taste tends towards what 
some people would call unnecessary suffering. It has to be written ‘property’, 
though; I don’t like violence just for the sake of it. 


I have a collection of well over one hundred zines, most of which I got second 
hand, and they are all very good. I’m currently going through my coilection 
sorting out which ones I no longer want, and so far there are only three to ‘go! 
out of about sixty. None of the three is ‘bad’ in any way, either, just not reaily 
my type of story (ie featuring Kirk as the main-with-a-capital-M character, 
therefore not enough Spock/McCoy for my taste), so zines definitely score over the 
professional novels in that respect, as far as I’m concerned. I agree with Janet 
that the characterisation in zines does tend to be vastly superior to that in the 
novels. 


My favourite zines (or rather, some of them - this article is too long 
already, and Janet will have my guts for garters!) are - One is One by Janet 
Kilbourne, The Morbius Syndrome by Janet Lawn, most of the E-Logs that I’ve read, 
the Variations on a Theme series by Sheila Clark and Valerie Piacentini, the 
Restitution/Tribulation/Vindication of Spock by Patricia Thompson (a trilogy), 
anything by Jacqueline Comben, The Flight of Aymor by Ray Owen, Epilogue 1 and 2 by 
Jean Lorrah, and of the New Enterprise Logs, Offstage Enterprise by Glen David and 
anything by Meg Wright. My favourite poets are Pac Deacon and Sheryl] Peterson. 


The only TNG zine that I’ve read is Make It So 2, which I suppose is really 
half an half, and which I enjoyed, but I’m trying hard not to get into TNG zines; I 
can’t afford them as well as all the other Trek stuff that is vital to my 
existence. 


It’s only three years since I first became actively involved in ST fandom, but 
it seems like my whole life; anyway, I’ve enjoyed every minute! I’ve just realised 
that my parents seem to have become resigned to having a Trekker for a daughter... 
they haven’t voiced their hopes that I might grow up one day for ages now! (Vm 
twenty-six years old, in case anyone’s wondering, although goodness knows what my 
mental age is...) 


IAEA KAR ERIK, 


MY KIND OF TREK 


by Karl Leonard 


I can remember watching Star Trek from the mid-seventies onwards, but never 
really thought it as any more than just another sci-fi show with great effects and 
aliens, At that time I was hooked on Doctor Who and Blake’s Seven, But then in 
84 the BBC showed the series again, and it was only then that 1 became addicted to 
Trek (although I had seen the first two movies at the cinema.) 


Since that time my interest increased more and more up to the present day when 
T get constant moans and groans from my family as I eagerly watch the original 
voyages over and over and over again. 


My favourite characters are Kirk and Spock and my favourite episodes explore 
the Kirk/Spock/McCoy reiationship, the City on the Edge of Forever being my all 
time favourite. Others include The Menagerie/Cage, Miri (hope the 21 year ban is 
reviewed soon!), The Man Trap, Court Martial, Devil In The Dark, Mirror, Mirror, 
Tomorrow Is Yesterday, Assignment Earth and All Our Yesterdays to name a few. My 
least favourites are The Alternative Factor, I Mudd, Spock’s Brain and Plato’s 
Stepchildren. Individual moments that I enjoy are too numerous to mention but the 
majority include the conversations between Spock and McCoy - priceless! 


Of the movies, II and III are my favourites followed by IV, TMP and V. STV: 
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The Final Frontier being on the whole disappointing to say the least. After being 
left on such a high at the end of The Voyage Home I was looking forward to 
something to better it; sadly however we seemed to have an attempt by William 
Shatner to direct a critically acclaimed film rather than stick to the proven 

though well used basic Star Trek concept. {I also didn’t care for the use of the 
four-letter words in the dialogue - totally unnecessary!) My favourite moments 
from the movies include the moving scene of Spock’s death at the end of STII: TWOK 
and the first time we catch sight of the new Starship Enterprise NCC-L70iA at the 
end of STIV: TVH. 


But it will be the original series that will always have me watching endless 
re-runs. The first season was much the best of the three, wonderful stories and 
characters. I was (and I still am) a big fan of Yeoman Janice Rand. Getting rid 
of her was the worst thing that happened during the early episodes. 1 also think 
there should have been more episodes featuring Sulu and Uhura in prominent parts. 


But enough said of the original series, moving on to The Next Generation and 
admittedly I watched the pilot episode with some reluctance - it was okay, I 
thought. But now the more I see of the series the more I want to. It is really 
turning out to be an excellent show. I have seen all the episodes screened by the 
BBC and they generally do get better. I would prefer to reserve judgement until | 
have seen more. Of the episodes I have seen my favourites are Where No One Has 
Gone Before, Too Short a Season, Datalore, Symbiosis, The Arsenal of Freedom, 
Conspiracy, Elementary, Dear Data and Contagion. The poorest was Ange}! One. 


Iam looking forward to the third and fourth seasons with anticipation, 
particularly episodes like Yesterday’s Enterprise and The Best of Both Worlds. My 
favourite characters are Data and Geordi. [I think the only negative thing I can 
say is that I still don’t like the Galaxy Class Enterprise; it may be more sleek, 
streamlined and luxurious but it doesn’t come near the beauty of the original! 


The Star Trek novels are a much more recent addition. Until recently all the 
books I bought/read concerned factual information as I’m a collector of facts and 
figures, The ones I’ve read are excellent and I thoroughly recommend: Yesterday’s 
Son and Time For Yesterday by A.C. Crispin, and The Entrophy Effect by Vonda N. 
McIntyre. I’ve read the Next Generation novel The Children of Hamlin by Carmen 
Carter which was also excellent. 


Science Fiction shows come and go but Star Trek will remain forever the most 
superior of any made or yet to be made! 


RAK AK AERA RARER 


AN EXTRACT FROM IDIC’S PERSONNEL FILE 


Lorraine Goodison 


I first fell in lust with Spock in October of ‘78, and my life hasn’t been the 
same since. Until then, I'd been aware of Star Trek, but I was not interested in 
Science Fiction of any kind. It took one showing of Balance of Terror to hook me; 

1 always was a sucker for the underdog... from that day forth, I plotted to switch 
channels from Andy Stewart’s show to “that show wi’ the guy wi’ pointy ears", much 
to my mother's dismay. The passion grew, developing into the "I'm the only Star 
Trek fan in the world" conviction common to new converts. 


Ah, if I had only known then... Within a few months I had met my first fellow 
Trekker, been to a convention (heaven on earth) and become a member of that elite 
group, the Chain Gang. I don’t think Sheila knew what she was letting herself in 
for when she invited myself, Hilde, Frances and Cory to join Allison and her 
coilating zines for STAG, We still regard those days with fond memories; packed 
into Sheila's parents’ room with a pasting table, card table and bed strewn with 
pages, chatting about this and that, but mostly Trek, reading snippets of stories 
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as we passed the pages across, hearing the iatest gossip from the States (Joy of 
Joys - a movie!}, then tea, cakes and sandwiches from Mrs. Clark. Them were the 
days, eh yels? 


ft was Trek which started me on the track of writing my own ‘iction. The 
earty stuff is really dire, out [ improved, using the zines as a testing ground vo 
hone my craft. Of course, new fertile ground vame aiong when the films began, 7 
will always have a soft spot for ST:TMP - the St film after twelve 
silence, with beautiful music and that first shot of the new Enterprise... wow! By 
that time, however, I’d all but written myseif out on Trek and moved to oth media 
interests. My interest remained, if a little subdued, and aiong came TNG, zo be 
vegarded with suspicion until the ideas began making themselves known and I began 
to appreciate a certain Captain. 








Today, although Star Trek is not a large part of my life, it has given me so 
much in the shape of friends, my writing, ideas and sheer enjoyment that it is an 
indelible part of me. Heck, | even met my husband Peter at a Star Trek club 
Meeting! Yes, Trek has a lot to answer for, and | hope that if I ever have S; 
it or something like it will be around to give them the same pleasure { have been 
given. (This was written to a background of music from Wrath of Khan...) 

{Sheila ~ the Chain Gang still meets... and now helps to stick address labels 
onto envelopes and stuff newsletters into those same envelopes. Not quite the 
same... but appreciated just as much!) 








FECA. 


STAR TREK: THE NEXT GENERATION EPISODE REVIEWS 


HOME SOIL Episode No. 18 Prod No. 117 Teleplay by Robert Sabaroff, Story by Karl 
Geurs & Ralph Sanchez & Robert Sabaroff. Synopsis by Sheila Clark. US Sateilite 
Uplink Date 20/2/88, 

BBC 2 screening 23/1/91. 





The Enterprise is visiting Velara III, which is being terraformed. The 
director of the project is less than welcoming, and Troi warns Picard that the man 
is hiding something. 


An away team (Riker, Data, Worf, Yar and La Forge) goes down, and while they 
are there one of the terraforming team is injured by an apparently malfunctioning 
laser device; when Data tries to check it, it attacks him and he is forced to 
destroy it to save himself. Picard orders everyone back to the ship. 


They take with them a strange glittering substance Data discovered in the 
borehole the laser was making; and in the lab it is soon discovered to be a 
microscopic, non-organic, intelligent life form. Some of the terraformers were 
aware that there was Hfe on the planet (which had been cleared as uninhabited by 
Starfleet) but not that it was intelligent. Picard manages to taik to it; at first 
it declares war on them, but when they realise that it needs light and piunge it 
into darkness it agrees to a truce, and they return it to its home - a narrow, 
narrow layer of sub-surface water which the terraformers had been beginning to 
drain ~ remove the terraformers and declare the planet off limits. 


Edward Woo: Home Soil provides us with memories of the Genesis Device ~ the 
creation of life from lifelessness. This time it is called terraforming and will 
take many decades instead of days {using Genesis}. 


The terraforming station looked impressive and the laser drill looked too 
veal for comfort. The alien life form in the olinking speck of light looked more 
like a light bulb to me, however its finai crystal structure looked more Hfelike 
and was inore convincing. The best ‘ine in che story was the uescripiiva of 
Humans as “ugly bags of mostly water”, 
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At last we get to see Dr. Crusher using her medicai knowledge. She is not 
just a doctor of medicine but of life, whether Human, android or both, 


I thought Mandel’s constant insistence that there was no life on the planet, 
citing Federation studies of the planet as evidence, was easy prey for Picard, as 
Picard knew he was hiding something. 


It’s an O.K. episode for me. 


Ann Peters: Terraforming appears to be the safer alternative to Genesis; it may 
ke 30 years instead of a few minutes, but it’s much easier to control, That 
intelligent sand wouldn’t have stood a chance against the Genesis wave. I'm not 
sure how remote the planet was meant to be, but judging by the very polished 
guided tour our heroes were given, I would imagine it was on the local tourist 
circuit. This episode ilustrates rather nicely that one man’s wasteland is 

another life-form’s paradise. Europeans saw North America as a wasteland because 
it wasn't farmland, even though it was obviously supporting intelligent life. By 
the 24th century will Humans really give more consideration to a few silicon 
erystals than the Europeans gave to the American Indians? We can only hope so. 








I really enjoy this episode although it is just a little drawn out at the 
end, rather like ...Farpoint. I didn’t particularly like the way Riker was sent 
off to deal with the female; he’s hardly the resident womaniser that James T. was. 
William Shatner was in a class of his own in that respect and he had precious 
Httle competition on the Enterprise. Jonathan Frakes may be the one with the 
Hollywood-approved looks, but he isn't noticeably better than the other TNG males 
at relating convincingly to women. I am, of course, excluding Vulcans and 
androids, 


They didn’t show Data murdering the laser drill but rather cleverly léft it 
to the imagination. The chance for a bit of action was lost, but if they couldn’t 
do it well, it was best left out - something they should have remembered in Skin 
of Evil. It wasn’t very smart of Data to keep reminding everybody that 
reproduction was a basic property of life; it could quite easily be argued that, 
since he can’t reproduce, he’s not really alive himself. ‘ugly bag of mostly 
water’ was a wonderful description of a Human from a crystal’s point of view but 
how come no-one had come across the Horta as an example of inorganic life? One 
can only assume that the information has been classified for some reason. 


WHEN THE BOUGH BREAKS Episode No. 17 Prod No, 118, Written by Hannah Louise 
Shearer. Synopsis by Sheila Clark. US Satellite Uplink Date 13/2/88. 


BBC 2 screening 30/1/91 


Aldea is a mythical planet - said to be a paradise, but one that nobody can 
find because it is shielded. 


Mysterious sensor readings lead the Enterprise to Aldea, where the crew soon 
discovers that the Aldeans want some of their children ~ and are able to kidnap 
them by means of their transporter - because they cannot have any themseives. They 
take certain children - ones with certain gifts; the two we learn about are’ 
artistic and musical talent - as well as Wesley. The Aldeans are willing to trade 
information for the children, but it is scon made clear to Picard that if he does 
not accept the trade, the Aldeans will keep the children anyway and send the 
Enterprise so far away that it would take years to return. 


Dr. Crusher insists on seeing Wesley, slips him a hand sensor and he uses this 
to take readings of one of the Aldeans before slipping it back. This gives her 
some information on their physiology, and using this information she works out what 
is wrong; the shield round the planet may have protected the Aldeans from the 
outside, but has also been responsible for giving them radiation sickness. 


; Meanwhile, Wesley has organised a hunger strike/non-co-operation show of 
resistance among the children in an attempt to force the Aldeans to realise that 
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The crew discovers how to beam past the Aldean shield, which is fluctuating, 
and Riker and Data disable the Aldean computer while Picard is keeping the Akieans 
taiking. The children are returned to the Enterprise, while the aduits discuss how 
they can heip the Aldeans. 








Comments 

Sheila Clark: Right at the beginning Troi speaks of sensing many minds, but as the 
story unfoids it appears that the population of Aldea is not high. Discounting 

this, however, this is a strong episode and the kidnapped chiidren ail play their 
parts weil, 


It did keep occurring to me that one solution to the Aldeans’ wish for 
children to foster was completely ignored: surely, even in the 23rd century, there 
will be orphans? I would certain hope that there would no longer be armies of 
unwanted children in poor countries, or on poor pianets, but nobody can legislate 


against accidents or unexpected early death. 





Sharon Holmes: I liked this episode for showing the aspect of family life on board 
the Enterprise. T find it difficult to understand why the Aldeans only took a 
handfui of children. If they are so childless, why not take more? 


I believe that Wesley with his superior intelligence and access to the main 
computer could have done more than organise a hunger strike. I am, however, glad 
he didn’t, as it gave Picard a chance to save the day for a change. Once again, as 
in previous Trek episodes old and new, the fact that without freedom members of the 
Human race become extremely unhappy even though they are offered love and endless 
material possessions in return is the main theme. 


Edward Woo: This episode is a vehicle for Wesley Crusher and shows a lot more 
promise here than his constant saving of the Enterprise in earlier episodes. 


Picard has two awkward scenes involving the little girl, picking her up and 
receiving her gift. I believe he will like children eventually. 


The story has parallels with today’s society. Firstly, the selling of 
children ig done for cash, and secondly the depletion of the ozone layer. Both can 
be stopped if there is the will for action, but it will only be done when survival 
is seriously threatened, as it was on Aldea. 


Lesley Arrowsmith: I think the main problem with this episode was that it tried to 
cover too many plot points too superficially. For instance, yet another super 
computer running the planet, and a few rushed references to a dying polluted 
planet, Also, if they were after the talented children, how come all the ones they 
took were white? 


Ann Peters: There is really nothing wrong with this episode. it has a good plot 
that is well developed. It includes warnings of relevance to contemporary society 
about ozone depletion and too much reliance on technology. ft treats Wesley as a 
smart child rather than the only one on the whole ship with the slightest bit of 
sense. It brings the families on board the Enterprise into the story and shows 
Picard’s difficulties with children very well. And it does have some humour, But 
it just doesn’t have any of those moments that I sit and wait for whenever I watch 
the episode... which isn’t that often. It’s all a bit like Data’s violin playing: 
technically okay, but lacking in soul. 





At the beginning, Picard says he knows that Riker will be fascinated to arrive 
at the site of a legendary planet. Huh? Doesn’t really sound like the Riker 1 
know! Apparently, such “nterchangeable dialogue’ (and 1 quote) “may serve 
to..advance the plot but...too often the story becomes flat, played by dhoard 
cut-outs". Could that be the problem with this episode? Or is it just that there 
were too many unremarkable children clogging up the action? 
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BOOK & VIDEO REVIEWS 


RENEGADE by Gene DeWeese Pocket Books (55), Titan (48) £3.50 
Reviewed by Sheila Clark 


For almost a century Chrellkan IV has enjoyed an amicable relationship with 
Vancadia, a colony set up on another planet in its system. The arrangement has 
been that Vancadia will be given autonomy at the end of the century. Now, however, 
the Vancadians are rebelling; they want their independence immediately ~ not in a 
few years’ time, but now. 


The leaders of both planets are completely intractable, the Chrellkan leader 
Kaulidren existing in a state of almost hysteria as he accuses the Vancadians of 
terrorism, the Vancadian leader Delkondros equally insistent that the Chrellkans 
have been guilty of terrible atrocities. 


Spock and McCoy beam down to investigate the Vancadians’ claim; they are first 
of ail taken hostage and then, according to all available evidence, killed. 


Kirk is left in the position of trying to resolve the situation with the 
ship's sensors showing nothing, with other ships popping in and out of visibility, 
and without the expertise of the two friends there is not really time to mourn, 


Once I got into the book i quite enjoyed it, despite a massive continuity 
error early on. There’s a scene on the ship where, after Spock and McCoy have 
beamed down, Kirk hears the noises of an attack and then Spock calls for beam up. 
However, when a later chapter follows Spock and McCoy down to the planet, there is 
no sign of that scene. Did Mr. DeWeese simply forget about it (having included it 
for dramatic effect) or was it a victim of editorial carelessness? 


In the first part of the book there is an awful lot of talk and not much 
action; however, that improves and we finally get enough action to carry the story 
along. (I'm not a lover of action only, but a story with none can get quite 
boring.) There are enough twists to keep the reader guessing; not just the 
obligatory one. 


I have to admit that I found ‘Kaulidren’ an unfortunate name for the Chrellkan 
leader; early on I started to read ‘Kaulidren’ as ‘Cauldron’ and was never able to 
take him quite seriously thereafter - which was a mistake. Don’t underestimate 
Kaulidren! 


I did feel that Kirk’s finding of the solution to the situation on the 
Enterprise was a little too pat, especially when the person who set it up was 
unable to do anything about it. And in hindsight I think there could actually be 
too many convolutions towards the end. 7 out of 10, 


BOOGEYMEN by Mel Gilden Pocket Books & Titan TNG 17 £3.50 
Reviewed by Sheila Clark 


This is a TNG novel. 


One of the biggest problems in contacting alien iife forms is the difference 
in how they might look at things compared to the way you see them. The Federation 
therefore has a number of specialists trained to make first contact. Eric Baldwin 
is such a specialist. His success has earned him enemies, and he has an almost 
insane wish to disappear - a wish intensified when an assassin makes an attempt on 
his Hfe while he is on board the Enterprise. His most recent success is in 
gathering data on a race called the d’Ort’d. 


Wesley Crusher wants to find out if he has what it takes to be a commanding 
officer; he therefore, with the help of Data and La Forge, constructs a holodeck 
program called "Boogeymen”. These Boogeymen, based on nightmares he suffered as a 


67 


child, are designed to be an enemy almost impossible to overcome. Unfortunately 
something malfunctions; first Picard, Data and “Captain” Wesley Crusher are trapped 
.in the holedeck by the Boogeymen and then the Boogeymen take over the ship's 
computer. It also transpires that there is a virus in the computer - and this also 
Hinks onto the Boogeyman program. The situation is steadily worsening - and they 
can’t even call for help in case the virus is transmitted to the entire federation. 


lI found this book virtually unputdownabie. [t interlinks two stories very 
neatly ~ first, the Boogeymen, and second, the problems with the computer, The 
characters are in character {as I see them) with the possible exception of Crusher 
who comes over as stronger than I see her in aired Trek. Wesley’s doubts are quite 
convincing - even though not shared by anyone else ~ and by the end even he has 
realised that by the time he has served for several years as a junior officer he 
will have the experience to handle promotion. The alien d’Ort’d are really alien, 
although it’s not until near the end that we discover just how alien they are. 
Everything works out fine, of course; at first sight there is no solution to their 
problem, but in fact the solution is neat, and so simple that you find yourself 
thinking, “Why didn’t [ realise they could do that?" 


I’ve only two quibbles; first, I found it hard to take seriously a character 
cailed “Shubunkin" - though maybe a name like that explains why he took himself so 
seriously! Second, right from the start we are introduced to a piece of technology 
called an “infowafer". I initially read it as “in-fow-a-fer” with the accent on 
the second syllable, and it was only after a while that I realised it was 


info-wafer". [I think it really could have been spelt with a hyphen! 


by Howard Weinstein Pocket Books (33), Titan (2} 
Reviewed by Rob Coleman 


IT have read quite a few novels in my time, but this novel has always stuck out 
among the rest for two reasons. Firstly | found it actually contained two main 
stories - one, the story of the planet Akkalla and its governmental unrest, and 
two, how and why the Enterprise is portrayed as a cadet ship in Star Trek Il. The 
other reason for remembering it was the different ending; instead of Kirk, Spock 
and MeCoy getting the last words, Sulu, Uhura and Chekov let out their reactions to 
Kirk’s speech on the last pages. I enjoyed that. 


But back to the story. 


The watery planet of Akkalla has had many disputes over the state of its 
government and its relations with its sister planet Chroymi, A rebel group of 
Akkallians battle the corrupt government because Chroymi ships travel to Akkalla to 
take its sea water back to their own dry planet. The rebels believe that a 
sentient life form, the legendary Wwafida, which lives in the ocean, is being 
killed by these water harvests. 


The Enterprise is sent to deal with this problem and upon its arrival they 
find that Spock and Chekov, who arrived in a shuttle before the Enterprise, are 
missing. But because the government is desperately trying to overthrow the rebeis, 
it falsifies its claims while helping the Enterprise to look for their missing crew 
members, 


With all the bother between the three parties Akkalla is on the brink of civil 
war, and it’s up to Kirk to solve the mystery of the Wwafida. 


The story is quite interesting and I enjoyed it. It stays true to the 
characters (especially McCoy and Chekov} and shines a somewhat dim spotlight on 
Pavel Chekov. For this I am pleased, as the Russian does not get much publicity in 
the movies (apart from Star Trek II). But it’s the last few pages which will 
always make me remember the novel. 


Because it is set just before the happenings of Star Trek II you’d expect a 
few answers as to why Kirk and Co. are back on Earth training cadets, and why the 
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Enterprise is now a cadet ship; and also why the absence of Chekov from the 
Enterprise? Well, they are answered, and done well too! 


Kirk tells his comrades that upon their arrival at Earth the Enterprise is to 
be handed over to Captain Spock, and after shore leave Command: ekov is 
reassigned to the USS Reliant under Captain Terrel. Chekov’s reaction to this is 
also very true to the character and portrays the childlike personality he has: 
"But I don’t want to go off alone,” he replies to Uhura. 





Overall the book was enjoyable and I definitely recommend it. 


“Dosvedanya, lubima," he whispered. “Goodbye, lady... 


CONTAMINATION by John Vornhoit Pocket and Titan (TNG 16) 
Reviewed by Christine Hornby . 


Well, as Lorraine Goodison said in N/L No. 13, have all the TNG novels become 
indistinguishable? Contamination for me was readable but quite forgettable, and 
had a certain unreality about it as well... It was an improvement on John 
Vornholt's previous one, Masks, which I could not even finish. This one is set {I 
suppose) during third season, as references are made to The Child, Beverly Crusher 
is the Doctor and Guinan appears as well. It concerns the murder of an ageing 
scientist, which happens on the Enterprise, and is the story of how Worf and Deanna 
Troi investigate a small scientific community on ‘Deck 31’. Picard makes few 
appearances (but considering Vornhoit’s treatment of the Captain in Masks, perhaps 
this is something to be thankful for!) as indeed do most of the regular crew. It 
is interesting to see Troi and Worf working together, but I have to conclude that 
John Vornholt is not a very good writer. He tends to tel] you things rather than 
show them, and litters the plot with unresolved issues. We never do find out why 
Troi experienced the woman’s death or see her resolve her feelings of antagonism 
towards Worf, And the entire microcontamination project, described in some detail, 
seemed largely irrelevant... 


Perhaps the author tried to do too much in this novel: it seemed to reach a 
natural climax during the eventful shuttlecraft journey, but still had 100 pages to 
go. I did want to keep on reading long enough to find out who the murderer was - 
and I made at least one wrong guess! But the ending was somewhat rushed and left 
me feeling dissatisfied. 


The character of Worf was drawn quite well; always a large physical presence 
and his determination and doubts both shown. But the moment when he couldn’t 
comprehend suicide was wrong, I feit, for the character. Of the author’s own 
people I liked the Vulcan scientist who announced that he was celibate to the 
entire Ten-Forward Room (Or Ten~Fore as Riker calls it on P9!) best of all, and I 
was glad that he wasn’t the murderer! (Woops! Sorry, but that really doesn't give 
very much away!) 


I would award the novel six out of ten, mainly for this Saduk character. 
Maybe John Vornhoit will continue to improve? 


PANDORA PRINCIPLE by Carolyn Clowes Pocket (49) and Titan (34) 
Reviewed by Roseanne Colquhoun 


{ would like to let everyone know about one of my favourite books, it centres 
around Spock and Saavik and how they met. Saavik’s home planet was destroyed by 
the Romulans. The book tells how Spock coped with Saavik as a child. I had to 
jaugh when Saavik was out one day and came back with a baby, which she tied to a 
tree, 


i thought the book was fantastic - it was so funny. Spock fans will love it, 
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FORTUNE’S LIGHT by Michael J Friedman Pocket Books & Titan {TNG 15) 
Reviewed by Elena Bond 


The planet Dante Maxima VII (or Imprima as it is known to its people) is a 
world ruled by wealth, big business and greed, not to mention smuggling, intrigue, 
treachery and murder. The Imprimans must be one of the most wealth-orientated 
people in the galaxy. 


The planet is ruled by large corporations known as Madragi, which pass as a 
form of government but are mostly devoted to dirty deals in the boardroom. 


Five years previously, William Riker was part of the delegation which 
established trade links between the Imprimans and the Federation, mostly in mineral 
interests which the planet possesses and the Federation needs. Now the 
disappearance {and subsequent murder) of a life-long friend of Riker, who once 
saved his life, Teller Conlon, threatens to destroy trade relations between Imprima 
and the Federation, Teller Conlon also served with Riker on the team that 
established the trade links, but he chose to leave Starfleet and stay on Imprima as 
their trade liaison with the Federation. In time, Conlon became more impriman than 
the Imprimans themselves, 


Riker is now sent by Starfleet to Imprima, to investigate - alone and with 
considerable danger to himself ~ what has become of his friend and also of a 
priceless seal known as Fortune’s Light, which belongs to one of the leading 
corporations, Madraga Criathis, which disappeared at about the same time as Teller 
Conlon. The Imprimans believe Conlon - by now a small time smuggler ~ must have 
taken the seal in his lust for wealth and power. 


The book contains a sub-plot whereby Data is caught up in a game of baseball 
Riker has programmed into the holodeck before he left for Imprima. 


Well, it’s a Riker story and quite a good one, in contrast to other Riker 
books I've read. It’s got a good storyline and some powerful characters, 


However, I do have one big quarrel with the mostly male authors of these 
books. Will Riker is an exquisitely handsome man, so please, start treating him as 
such. I would like to see him find love a little more often (he’s every woman's 
dream, you know) instead of being knifed so much, I can think of far better things 
to do with Riker’s flesh than stick blades into it. I can't bear to have his 
lovely body violated in this way. 


The Imprimans are such a funny lot, it might explain their strange ambivalent 
attitude to Riker, especially on the part of Lyneea, the woman assigned to work 
with him in the search for Fortune’s Light, and who does not realise until the last 
page of the book what an attractive man Riker is. 


T also object to the author’s describing my beautiful hero as ‘porkmeat’ and 
‘bacon’ (yes, the language used to describe Riker in this book really is that 
awful!) He’s Human flesh and lovely at that, though one would not realise this 
from the book if one did not already know it. 


Despite these reservations I enjoyed the story a lot, and so would other Riker 
fans I’m sure. I would certainly recommend the book to them. (Incidentally, I 
must be Will Riker’s number one fan, in case you haven’t already guessed!) 


ST:ING WRITERS’ TECHNICAL MANUAL 4th Season Edition Written by Rick Sternbach and 
Mike Okuda. Lincoln Enterprises. 

Available from Sheffield Space Centre, priced between £5 ~ £8. 

Reviewed by Edward Woo, 





This is a photocopied black & white Ad sized document which is loose iearea, 
I doubt it was intended for circulation outside the ST studies. Essentially it is 
a guide for the writers to give them a background about some of the technical ideas 
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used or available about TNG. Somehow this document has leaked out to the fans and 
is being snapped up quite readily. (Janet: This document is one of several, 
including writers’ guides and scripts, which are officially available from Lincoln 
Enterprises, run by Majel Barrett-Roddenberry. Sheffield Space Centre imports 3 
number of items from Lincoln Enterprises.} 


There are 4 sections to the document. 

Section t: A Technical Primer. This consists of a description of the main 
systems on board the ship from Warp Engines to Tricorders. Some details about the 
Klingons, Romulans, Ferengis and Borgs. 

Section 2: Technical Memoranda. This goes into greater depths about some of 
the Enterprise’s major hardware e.g. the Holodeck, the Transporter and Warp 
Technology. 

Section 3: Emergency Procedures. This is self explanatory. 

Section 4: A Celestial Bestiary. This is a nice section about planetary and 
stellar phenomena that could be used for ST stories. 


I enjoyed this document, especially the brief history of the starship 
Enterprise from the original through to Enterprise D. The ST:TNG starship list is 
good, to see what named ships have been used so far. I don’t quite agree with 
their Warp Factor Figures and how they are derived in terms of speed of light. It 
does not seem to tally with other ST books about Warp Dynamics. (Janet: f feel I 
should mention, Edward, that in terms of the ST universe this document is ‘fact’, 
as it is the bible for the writers, whereas all other books are ‘fiction’ ] 


This is a handy document and it is best to flick through it to see if you want 
it before buying it if you can. I think it will be superseded when the TNG 
Technical Manual, written by these two writers, comes out in the summer of 1991, 
but its another ST collectable if you want it. 


STARFLEET DYNAMICS 15th Anniversary Edition. Starfleet Academy Training Press. 
192 pages. Available at Sheffield Space Centre. £14.99. 
Reviewed by Edward Woo. 


This is a recent publication to conincide with ST’s 25th birthday. It is a 
well laid out and produced glossy manual. It’s an updated version with large 
portions of the text from the previously published 3 volume set under the title of 
Starfleet Officers Requirements Manuals. 


If you have not got any of these manuals, its best to buy this one as it is 
cheaper and has most of the elements of the 3 volume set, unless you want the all, 
as I do 


The contents of this manual has descriptions of most subjects in the following 
departments of Starfleet: Command, Operations, Communications, Sciences, Medical, 
Security and of course Engineering. 


ON THE GOOD SHIP ENTERPRISE My 15 Years with Star Trek by Bjo Trimble. 

‘A Starblaze Special, Donning Publishers. Priced between £5.96 -~ £7.95. Available 
at Andromeda Bookshop or Sheffield Space Centre. 

Reviewed by Edward Woo. 











This not a bad book if you want to find out how Bjo Trimble got involved 
with ST from its early beginnings right up to STII: TWOK. It’s a personal account 
with many interesting stories to tell. 


Stories about the fans include: one psychologist commenting that ST people 
are the most mentally healthy people in the world, the rest are not; how Bjo sent a 
30 foot fan letter to the Star Trek offices which got her a visit to the set to 
find her letter taped across an entire wall of a sound stage; and about the 
campaign to save ST for the 3rd season as the ratings began to fall in the 2nd 
season, NBC had huge amounts of mail which had to be opened and cost them dearly 
in time and effort. 
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Tales about some reactions by news reporters who do not understand ST, wanting 
free stories from fans to sell, One comment by Richard Arnold and another by Bjo 
really sent some reporters nutty. 


Bjo mentions how she was able to save many film clips of ST that would have 
gone into the editing room bin. And one lady who gave up her right to shake the 
hand of Bill Shatner to a small boy. 


The ceremony for the naming of the space shuttle, Enterprise and the actual 
launching of a shuttle are well remembered by her. 


Her dealings with the ST guests include the kidnapping of Mark Lenard and the 
selling of George Takei’s posters by her daughter, Lora, to ST fans; these were 
meant to be free as George was campaigning for the councilman elections. 


How fans reacted when offered a place in the cast of ST-TMP and getting paid 
for it to her best kept secret of having a copy of STII:TWOk script on her desk all 
during its filming, whilst fans were trying to get anything about the storyline. 


One paragraph that sums up some of the Paramount Studio people about ST 
grumbled, "You'd think the 2*£%!! fans thought they owned ST," and, of course, the 
fans agree. Fans fostered and loved and kept ST alive all this time for Paramount 
to make a good deal of money off syndication, merchandising and film-making... so 
of course fans feel a proprietary interest. 


So if you want to read about some early history of ST and some amusing and 
some serious stories, this isn’t bad. There are some sections which I sort of 
skipped through as it didn’t really interest me or had only tenuous links with Star 
Trek, This book will be someone’s cup of tea with about 12 pages of A5 size b&w 
photographs. They are mostly candid shots of Bjo and her memories of ST. 


PS. I enjoyed Bjo’s light bulb jokes in the book. 
STAR TREK EPISODES 65/66 Reviewed by Gloria Fry. 
FOR THE WORLD IS HOLLOW AND I HAVE TOUCHED THE SKY by Rik Vollaerts. 


The asteroid Yonada is a ‘generation spaceship’ built by an ancient race - the 
Fabrini - to take their people to a new world. However, it is on a collision 
course with a heavily populated planet and must be deflected. 





McCoy, recently diagnosed as having the incurable disease Xeno~Polycythaemia, 
insists on going on the landing party, despite Kirk’s reservations. They are taken 
prisoner by the inhabitants of Yonada, a humanoid people who have no idea that they 
are aboard a spacecraft, and after ‘punishment’ by the Oracle ~ the computer which 
controls the ship - they are set free. McCoy has difficulty in recovering and 
gains the attention of Natira, the Priestess-Leader. It is love at first sight 
with them, and he elects to stay with her as her husband in an attempt to save Kirk 
and Spock from a death sentence, but also to find some happiness in his last year 
of life. 


The Enterprise is ordered away from Yonada, but after McCoy calls with 
information Kirk and Spock return, free Natira and McCoy from the oracle’s power, 
repair the computer and place Yonada on its original course. McCoy’s cure is found 
amongst the ancient writings of the Fabrini and Kirk promises McCoy that the 
Enterprise will be there when Yonada reaches its destination. 


Surely, this episode has the most interesting and poetic title in all of ST. 
The line is uttered by an old man who has climbed the mountains and has touched the 
sky. McCoy and Natira’s love is excellently portrayed. Kate Woodville as Natira 
is regal and beautiful. She has one of the loveliest speaking voices of all the 
guest actors in the series. Kelley shows a side of McCoy we do not often see: the 
vulnerable Human behind the crusty exterior. 
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The weaknesses in this episode for me are the too convenient way McCoy's cure 
is found, and yet another maifunctioning computer. An interesting authenticity is 
McCoy's illness, My daughter (who is a pharmacy student) came across Polycythaemia 
whilst studying, only a few days after seeing this episode. 


The generation ship is a well-used SF theme. There is a novel by Harry 
Yarrison in which a character climbs a mountain, reaches the sky, and sees the sun 
going into a cave. The title escapes me, but 1 remember reading it in the eariy 
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DAY OF THE DOVE by Jerome Bixby. 





After answering a distress call Kirk and landing party are taken prisoner by a 
group of Klingons under the jeadership of Kang. Chekov is tortured and Kirk 
pretends to surrender, but alerts Spock; once aboard the Enterprise the Klingons 
are captured, and the remaining survivors from their damaged ship beamed across. 
Unknown to anyone an alien energy-being which feeds on hate has caused all the 
trouble. It sets the two forces at each other’s throats, encouraging and 
magnifying all their aggressive instincts. 


Spock discovers the alien, He and Kirk attempt to persuade the Klingons that 
it is causing the war. After a deranged Chekov attempts to assault Kang’s wife 
Mara, Kirk rescues her and tries to win her support. At first she will not believe 
him, but eventually understands who the real enemy is. Kang stubbornly refuses to 
believe any of them and fights with Kirk until he finally sees; the alien is driven 
from the ship by their friendly overtures to one another. 


This episode is non-stop action. There are some wonderful moments in it, 
especially when the actors had the chance to act out of character. For example, 
McCoy’s prejudice over the Klingons, and Scotty’s outburst at Spock. The scene 
between Kirk, Spock and Scotty is riveting, full of tension. Also when Scotty 
finds the claymore, his ‘Aye, ye’re a beauty,’ is a terrific bit. 


Michael Ansara as Kang was violent and vicious, a Klingon warrior, but with a 
certain dignity to him. Susan Howard as Mara created a sympathetic character who 
gave the point of view of the Klingons with their fears of the Federation. The 
Klingons came across as a people with their own problems and worries, not evil, but 
a warrior race who were trying to survive by their own harsh rules. 


Kang’s back-slap to Kirk is a delightful moment. The actor was obviously a 
little over-enthusiastic and hit Shatner harder than expected. Play it frame by 
frame to see Nimoy’s reaction as he appears to try to keep his face straight as 
Shatner is jerked forward, laughs and half turns to Ansara. A terrific episode, 
which like Errand of Mercy shows co-orperation between Kirk and Klingons. I preter 
the ‘Human’ Klingons of the series to the later more ‘alien’ ones, whose make-up 
seems to me to be so false, 


[Ed: Has anyone actually seen a claymore? It certainly can’t be brandished in 
one hand!) 


SEGURO 


ZINE REVIEWS 


STAR VOYAGES 1 Reviewed by Valerie Piacentini. 


This is a Classic Trek zine containing 5 short stories. Dispeople, by Glyn 
and Lynda Probert, was originally printed in Log Entries 52, and in an Emanon zine 
at the same time. A planet in danger of exploitation has its own method of 
defence. Family Crisis by Oriel Cooper, has also been published before, but in a 
very small circulation zine; it tells of a worrying time for Amanda as Sarek is 
taken ill Confrontation, by Rod Summers, relates a further encounter between Kirk 
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and Kang. In Rick Daystrom, by John A. Mariani, Dr. Daystrom’s son has to deal 
with another of his father’s experiments, while Going Home, by Steve Farthing, is a 
postscript to STV. 


This is a good variety of stories, and they are generally well written. I would 
question why Kang and his wife would have been in a Penai Colony; even today 
civilised societies don't treat enemy soidiers as criminals without good reason, 

and from the description given, the change in his character would seem to be mental 
rather than moral. However, the story itse!f is good action adventure. 


As with all BSFR publications, the production of the zine is excellent. There is a 
dramatic glossy cover by Rod Summers, and internal illos by Simon Lewis. 


Star Voyages 1, 49 pages,illusrated, £3.50 for BSFR members, £4.00 for non-members, 
+ 60p postage, can be ordered from Dave Uppington, BSFR Zines, 10 Wedgewood Close, 
Fortfield Green, Whitchurch, Bristol BS14 9YE. 


THE GAMES OF MAGELLAN. Reviewed by Valerie Piacentini. 
This is a single-story TNG zine by Rod Summers for BSFR. 


The Enterprise responds to a distress call from a colony ship missing for over 
200 years. Picard and his crew find that the society developed by the survivors is 
a perversion of the original intentions of the colonists. Two warring factions 
have evolved, and religious intolerance makes compromise impossible. To understand 
and deal with the problem three away teams are needed. Riker, Troi and Crusher 
contact the colony’s rulers, Picard and Guinan the dissidents, while Data, LaForge 
and Worf investigate the remains of the ship. 


This story deals interestingly with the impact of immigration on an existing 
population, and the way incomers always find a reason to consider themselves 
superior. There are no pat answers offered, which is both realistic and 
refreshing, but there is the prospect of a better future. I enjoyed the story, 
though I felt that Rod could have developed his theme more - in one or two places 
the action moved on when I wanted to know more background. It was good to see 
Picard being more actively involved, and also to see Guinan brought into the story 


~ with a good reason for her being there. 


The illos, also by Rod Summers, are very dramatic and effective - I was 
especially impressed by the portrait of Worf, and the treatment of Data and Worf on 
the bridge, with a Ferengi on the viewscreen. The glossy cover features Picard, 
and attracts attention, although the type-face used for the title is one I dislike 
- I find it hard to read; otherwise an excellent story well told and well produced. 


The Games of Magellan, by Rod Summers, 43 pages, illustrated, costs £3.30 to BSFR 
members, £3.90 to non-members, plus 60p postage, and is available from Dave 
Uppington, address as above. 


PULSE OF THE MACHINE by Jean Kluge. Reviewed by Ann Peters 


This is a D/T zine - an X rated treatment of the relationship between Data and 
Tasha Yar. What! Two people of opposite sexes? in Star Trek? Whatever next! 
Well, sometimes I get a bit fed up with the male/male relationships that seem to 
pervade ST, so I was really ready for something like Pulse. 


1 bought the zine primarily for its artwork and the artwork is quite 
magnificent. Not only does it contain a lot of exquisitely drawn scenes from the 
story, but every single page of text has been decorated as well. IT spent a long 
time just turning pages and looking at the pictures before I read a single word. 


And as if that weren’t enough, the words turned out to be a joy as well. The 
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relationship is beautifully explored and the writing style is excellent. There are 
four separate stories that run sequentially ~ an episodic novel ~ with all the 

events taking place during the first TNG season for obvious reasons. There is 

little action or science and although most of the fixst season characters do make 

an appearance, it is mainly composed of scenes between the android and the Security 
Chief. 


If you don’t like TNG, you don't like Data or Tasha and you don’t like 
straight sex, there probably isn’t anything in this zine for you. But if you 
happen to like all the above, then Pulse is exactly what you are looking for. 


I do perhaps have one criticism, that the last story does not draw to a close 
very well. I sincerely hope this is because there is to be a sequel, otherwise it 
raises too many questions that are not satisfactorily resolved, 


Now for the bad news. First: it is expensive for a zine. But then, it’s not 
yeally quite like any other zine that I've ever seen. The production quality is 
extremely high and it has 135 pages of text, 31 full page illustrations including 3 
in colour, 8 full page cartoons and a colour cover. 


Second: and this is worse. The production run was advertised as 250 copies, 
so there may not be any left. 


Pulse of the Machine: $35 overseas, $30 USA & Canada. Pemberley Press, c/o Karen 
A. Swanson, P.O. Box 21, Mahwah, New Jersey 07430, USA. Age statement (over 18) 
required. 


QRION 30 (120 pages) Published by Orion Press: US $10.25, Europe $13.75, Asia 
$14.75, available from Randall Landers, 3211 Saddleleaf Drive, Albany, Georgia 
31707, U.S.A. Reviewed by Jeff Martin. 


In Ann Zewen’s False Colors (48 pgs), Admiral Kirk is called on to investigate 
the destruction of the Orion passenger-liner Acadia by a Federation starship under 
the command of Captain Bailey, last seen in the episode The Corbomite Maneuver. 
News of the disaster has been made public and Nogura is forced to assign a reporter 
to cover the investigation in order to assure public confidence in Starfleet's 
investigation, The reporter, Caren Hollis, is very quickly at odds with Kirk, 
accusing him of whitewashing the investigation to protect Starfleet and one of his 
former crewmen. 


The story was disappointing for a number of reasons, The plot is predictable, 
but I'm willing to concede that the story was not written as a mystery but as 4a 
character study of the two principles, James Kirk and Caren Hollis, If the latter 
is actually the case allow me to point out some of the weak points in Zewen’s 
development of Hollis and her relationship with Kirk. 


The first problem [ have with False Colors is the oversimplification in 
characterizing 23rd century reporters. I can live with Zewen’s assumption that 
muck~raking and sensationelism will remain staple features of broadcast journalism 
but it helps to remember that journalists are human beings whose lives are effected 
by more than the pursuit of truth. It would have been nice to have seen Hollis 
caring for something more than “the story”. 


The second problem I have is with what appeared to me a very large 
inconsistency in Hollis’ motivation. The story begins with her and Kirk in an 
antagonistic relationship rooted in their respective professions: the professional 
soldier attempting to protect the integrity of the service and a Starship Captain 
who was once under his command, and the reporter trying to get to the truth of the 
story without regard to reputations. We learn right away that the women has a very 
large ego. She protests to Kirk that no matter the extent of the cover up of 
Bailey's guilt in the destruction of Acadia, not only won't "her" viewers accept 
Kirk’s whitewashed report, but as if to speak for the whole of the Federation she 
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remarks that "the public will not be so philosophical about letting whoever's 
responsible” off the hook. Then at the end of the story, she takes sole 
responsibility for solving the mystery of the Acadia disaster in her broadcast 
report, even though pages earlier she remarked privately to Kirk, "We found the 
answer, didn’t we?" 


All the cat fighting between Hollis and Kirk is evidence for her 
self-centeredness and unwillingness to compromise on anything having to do with 
Kirk or the investigation, I would submit that anyone who has put their ego on the 
line as Hollis has is not likely to submit to, and will in fact actively oppose, 
any attempt at manipulation. Imagine my surprise then, to find Hollis submit to 
Kirk's sexual advances! It was entirely inconsistent with the character's 
development. it would have been much more consistent to have had Hollis verbally 
chew Kirk up and spit him out, humiliate him and threaten to expose his advances 
{or attempted rape) to get better access to the information she wanted. 


Furthermore, I objected to Zewen’s depiction of Kirk as someone who uses sex 
to settle grudges and even scores, Not that such behaviour doesn’t actually exist, 
but somehow I see Kirk as being more intelligent and sensitive than to engage in 
such, Can Ann please tell us what a “punishing kiss" is? Is this the way a 
professional handles human relationships? Next thing you know, Kirk will reprimand 
Uhura by bending her over the communications console! 


Of the two issues of Orion I have read, by far my favourite writer is Chris 
Dickenson. The Difference (8 pgs) and Popcorn (5 pgs) are two of the reasons why, 
She takes simple, manageable scenes, and makes them come to life with her 
characterizations. Nothing in either of these stories is particularly complicated 
in terms of plot. A small cast of characters and only one or two locations helps 
her to focus in on what she wants to develop. The Difference is written in the 
form of 4 flashback. Upon witnessing the suffering of patients in a 20th century 
hospital during The Voyage Home, McCoy remembers one of his first incurable 
patients and the reason he was able to carry on despite the loss. In Popcorn, 
MeCoy and Spock take a trip to the mountains and spend the night in Spock's aunt’s 
cabin. While there, Spock recalls a childhood memory about popcorn. Since it’s so 
short, saying more would give it all away. 


Brevity and clarity, however, are not hallmarks of Pamela J. Corsa's 
Complication (17 pgs). The major problem I have with her story is that there were 
too many complications for a 17 page story. This is a draft outline for a novel, 
and I think the editor was remiss in not returning the manuscript to the author for 
a major rewrite. Here are all the events which precede her story and which are 
covered in one page as a kind of introduction: 

The Romulans develop a new weapon. 

The Federation decided to send someone deep cover into the Romulan Empire to 

steal said weapon or weapon plans. 

Spock is chosen for and accepts the mission. 

Spock undergoes reconstructive surgery to make him look more Romulan. 

Spock infiltrates the Romulan Space Service, 

Spock gains enough trust to be assigned as Commander of the vessel which will 

test the aforementioned weapon. 


The rest of the 16 pages of the story detail how Kirk and Spock are able to 
steal the weapon from the Romulans and effect Spock’s escape. One additional 
annoyance about this story: if the “weapon™ is so important that Starfleet sends in 
one of ita best officers on a potential suicide mission, I think it’s important to 
let the readers know exactly what kind of weapon it is and what kind of threat its 
use might entail. 


The jewel of Orion 30 is Linda Mcinnis’ Gillian Weep Not (13 pgs). It’s & 
touching story of Gillian’s attempt to find George and Gracie, now living free in 
the Pacific Ocean. With Spock’s assistance, she is for the first time able to 
communicate with her aquatic friends. I salute McInnis for portraying the 
expatriot’s feeling so well and wonder if she has spent any extended time abroad. 
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The feeling of being cut off from your past life, from everything you once were, is 
really unimaginable until you live in a foreign country {or in Gillian’s case 

another century). The initial need a new expat feels to be in touch with something 
from his former life is very powerful and necessary in reminding one of who one is 
and where one came from. Congratulations to Ms. McInnis on such a fine and 


touching story. 


FREEDOM ~ Kay Stagg, 33 Barrack Rd, Guildford, Surrey GU2 6RU, £4.70. 
Reviewed by Jenny Turner 


Kirk goes on leave to Earth, giving Spock command of the Enterprise. He goes 
and stays with friends he hasn't seen in four years. He meets their cousin Helen, 
with whom he falls in love! Later on Helen goes with a scientific party to Zelta 
11; much iater, the Enterprise receives a message that people are going missing 
from the village on Zelta 11, When he gets there Kirk finds that Helen is one of 
these who are missing. 


After a fruitless search and sorting things out with Starfleet, Kirk and two 
Security personnel go down to Zeita il, After a while they are captured by 
Romulans and Spock cannot track them because of a cloaking device, 


Kirk is then taken underground to a mine, and there he is reunited with Helen, 
They both have to work in the mine, but they can live as a couple in special 
quarters, Kirk causes trouble and is punished in a steel tank with the Chinese 
water torture. Helen is pregnant, but the Romulans must not find out as they don’t 
know what they will do to her. 


On the meantime McCoy and Spock persuade Starfleet (eventually) to let Spock 
get captured so that he can find Kirk. He does get captured and changes places 
with one of the Romulan guards. How he finds Kirk, and if he finds him alive... 
Well, buy the zine! 


This is mostly a Kirk story. I’m not a Kirk fan by any means, but this zine 1 
really enjoyed ~ well worth the money. 


TOO MANY AVENUES by Kay Stagg Kay Stagg, 33 Barrack Rd, Guildford, Surrey Gu2 
GRU, 171 pages, £4.70. Reviewed by Jenny Turner 





Kirk and Spock transport down to planet 2309; Spock is to install computers on 
the planet. They have to carry passes as the planet is split into two; one a 
law-abiding zone, the other a lawless zone. McCoy beams down with them but stays 
at the hotel. When Spock has nearly finished installing the computers they decide 
to leave finishing off till the following day. As they leave, they find they have 
left their passes at the hotel, so they must hurry or they will be caught without 
the passes. Kirk is gazing up at the stars when he slips and fractures his arm and 
wrist. Suddenly they are surrounded by militia; they try to explain but are taken 
to the local prison. There they are stripped and put into a cell. Spock helps 
Kirk as his arm is very painful. The next day they are in the dining room when 
some of the prisoners start propositioning Kirk; they are rescued by one of the 
guards who takes them to the governor. In the meantime, McCoy realises they 
haven’t returned and is told they will not be released until morning. Kirk and 
Speck are released and McCoy sees to Kirk's arm; the computer work is finished by 
Spock, and they depart. 


Later they are told to transport cargo and a man called Barnes, who is one of 
the high-ups in Starfleet, to a planet. Kirk asks what the cargo is but is told by 
Barnes he doesn’t need to know. After Barnes and the cargo are delivered, Kirk 
starts to feel tired and odd things happen to him. Eventually he collapses and 
they find that he has been poisoned by a poison from 4 purple bush that grows on 
2309. After a search they find that Kirk’s drinking water has been slowly 
poisoning him by means of a small box attached to his water supply. Kirk is 
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finally given the antidote and slowly recovers. They realise that there must be a 
traitor in Starfleet higher echelons; Kirk contacts Komack and they decide they 
must go back to 2309, as they think this is where the trouble lies. Kirk and Spock 
are given injections to help their hair grow long and their skin to become 

sallower. They have to fly a shuttle called a G115, which Kirk does not trust. 
Anyway, finally they are on their way, with the Enterprise told to leave so that. 
no-one knows that Kirk and Spock are not on board. Just before they get to 2309 
they hit an ion storm, which tosses the shuttle around causing Kirk to bang his 
face on the cargo boxes causing him to have a scar running from cheek to jawbone, 
plus numerous bruises. Spock has to seai the wound before they can land. They 
eventually land and have to leave the ship in a local warehouse as they don’t have 
enough credits to secure its release to leave; they have to find work on the 
planet... How they find work and what happens afterwards you will have to buy the 
zine to find out. This is another mainly Kirk zine but [ couldn’t put it down. 

After they find work the action heats up... This zine is well worth the money! 


CRYSTAL CLEAR by Doris Schultz and Irene Wolfhart ScoTpress (out of print) 
Reviewed by Jenny Turner 


The story starts on Beta Cygni III where Kirk and Spock are observing the 
local inhabitants, They move closer between the rocks, but Kirk slips and Spock 
pushes him out of the way, which results in Spock getting shot. They have to run, 
and hide in a cave as they cannot violate the Prime Directive. Kirk calls McCoy, 
who checks Spock and says there is nothing he can do; Spock’s dying. Kirk blames 
himself. After many days with Spock in pain, Kirk suddenly thinks about the mind 
link. MeCoy is horrified and tells Kirk not to try it as he doesn’t want to lose 
them both; but when McCoy goes to collect firewood Kirk tries to meld with Spock 
and succeeds. McCoy comes back and finds them both unconscious. Thinking they are 
dead, he cries, but then Kirk recovers and tells McCoy it worked. 


They go back to the Enterprise and then on R&R Kirk falls for a girl and when 
they try to make love he finds he is still linked to Spock. The girl didn’t 
realise that he was a Starfleet officer, and her ‘friend’ helps her to drug him and 
then the girl and her man friend dump him in a ditch. Spock is with McCoy when he 
realises Kirk is in pain. After anxious hours they find Kirk and the situation is 
reversed and it is Spock who comforts Kirk. When they get back to the ship Spock 
wants to dissolve the link but Kirk doesn’t want to... 


I won't give any more away. I think it is an excellent zine; if you see a second 
hand copy, buy it; it’s worth the money. 


FOO IO AAAI RK 


ZINE ADS 


You can send your Zine Ads to either Janet or Sheila. While we will try and print 
them in full we reserve the right to edit for length if necessary. We will print 
these ads in two consecutive newsletters only unless we receive an update. 


IDIC/ScoTpress 

IpIC LOG 6 - short stories by various writers. Uhura goes on a training course; 
the Orions have attacked the nocturnal Dihcro; an alternate universe story where 
the Federation makes contact with Vulcan; and others. U.K, £3.85; U.S.A $15.75 

air, $11.75 surface; Europe £4.85; Australia £7.25. 

IDIC LOG 5 - short stories by various writers. U.K. £3.85; U.S.A $15.75 air, 

$11.75 surface; Europe £4.85; Australia £7,25. 

ENTERPRISE - LOG ENTRIES 85 - short stories by various writers. The Enterprise is 
captured by the Romulans; Spock writes home; Vuican disappears; Uhura helps Spock 
find presents for Kirk, McCoy, Sulu and Chekov; Kirk and Spock are captured by 
Romulans. U.K. £3.85; U.S.A $15.75 air, $11.75 surface; Europe £4.85; Australia 
£7.25. 
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MAKE IT SO 5 ~ short stories about the TNG characters. The crew meets some old 
friends... who just happen to be dead; is Wesley Picard’s son? Well... maybe; and 
others. U.K. £3.85; U.S.A $15.75 air, $11.75 surface; Europe £4.85; Australia 

£7.25. Accepting submissions for issue 6 on. 

CAPRICCIO ITALIEN by Sue Jones. The Enterprise picks up a Priority 1 call from 
Leonardo’s Planet, but when the ship arrives there, everyone denies having sent it. 
Things however are not as peaceful as they seem. The Governor is an old friend of 
Kirk’s; but does his Klingon aide, who claims to be Leonardan, know more than he is 
telling? U.K. £3.85; U.S.A $15.75 air, $11.75 surface; Europe £4.85; Australia 

£7255 

CITY WITHOUT WALLS by Alinda Alain. A sequel to One Among You. Although he has 
already been defeated, Mitchell’s jealousy of Kirk and Spock forces him to keep on 
trying to destroy them. UK £2.90; USA $13,00 air, $9.50 surface; Europe £3.90; 
Australia £6.90, 

A GIFT BEYOND PRICE by Gloria Fry - Kirk has just taken command of the Enterprise. 
UK £3.00; USA $13.25 air, $9.75 surface; Europe £4.00; Australia £7.00. 

LOVELY ~ A LITTLE PROBLEM by Brenda Kelsey - The ship is in quarantine after the 
tribble episode and to occupy the time is carrying a group of diplomats to their 
destination. U.K. £3.85; U.S.A $15.75 air, $11.75 surface; Europe £4.85; 

Australia £7.25. 

ORCADIA by Joyce Devlin. A sequel to From Starship to Lancaster. Wiseman, 
defeated in that story and sent to rehabilitation, escapes again and returns to 

Earth in 1939 - his mission to make sure that Hitler will win World War Il, UK 

£3.10; USA $13.00 air, $9.50 surface; Europe £4.10; Australia £6.00. 

ESSAYS OF AQUARIUS by Marion Van der Voort. The adventures of Captain Bill Sava, 
First Officer Radin and Dr. Teddy Bhaer of the Aquarius. THIS JS NOT STAR TREK but 
there are many resemblances. On embarcation leave, Bill and Radin get to know each 
other; and we learn something about the Empire in which this series is set. UK 
£5.00; USA $20.00 air, $16.00 surface; Europe £6.00; Australia £8.50. 

Many other titles available, SAE for list. Order from Sheila Clark, 6 Craigmill 
Cottages, Strathmartine, by Dundee DD3 OPH. Please make cheques/POs payable to 
Scotpress. We also accept Visa/Access/Mastercard/Eurocard - mail order, sorry no 
telephone orders. We need the card type, number, expiry date and your full 
signature. USA - we have authorised Bill Hupe (see below) to reprint and sell IDIC 
& Scotpress zines in America and Canada. 


We are soliciting submissions for IDIC and ScoTpress zines - stories, poems, 

artwork ~ of both original Trek and TNG material, either short stories for IDIC 

LOG, ENTERPRISE - LOG ENTRIES or MAKE IT SO, or long ones suitable for printing on 
their own. No stories about death of main characters (except Yar!) or explicit 

sex; stories should include at least one character who has appeared in aired Trek. 
These are, after all, the voyages of the Starship Enterprise... (in either 

incarnation} Send submissions to Scotpress, Sheila Clark, 6 Craigmill Cottages, 
Strathmartine, by Dundee, Scotland, or Valerie Piacentini, 20 Ardrossan Rd, 

Saltcoats, Ayrshire, Scotland. 


BILL HUPE & PEG KENNEDY 

For postage, add up the weight of the zines you want then check the postage table. 
Weight Air Surface 

Up to 2 lbs $16.35 $8.60 

Up to 3 lbs $22.40 $11.40 

Up to 4 lbs $27.40 $13.90 

Up to 5 lbs $33.75 $17.25 

For higher weights, add $4.50/1b air, $2.25 surface, 

GAESA - by Zaquia Tarhuntassa. Sequel to Scryer. $13.50 + postage (1.4 lbs) 
KALIFFEE 1 - AGE STATEMENT REQUIRED! K/S zine edited by Sheri and Sandi Hawke. 
$12.50 + postage (1.2 Ibs) Issue 2 is open for submissions, Sheri Hawke, c/o Bill 
Hupe. KRAITH COLLECTED - the classic series started by Jacqueline Lichtenberg. 
Kraith is a series of stories exploring a truly alien Vulcan culture. Vol 1, 

$9.00. Vol 2, 3 and Creator’s Manual (linguistics etc) $7.75 each. Vol 4, 6, 

$7.75 PPD. Vol 5 (alternate universe issue) $6.50. SHADOWS BETWEEN US - K/S novei 
by Anna Parrish. We are agenting this one. $14.50 + postage (1.4 Ibs) 

TREXINDEX - the ultimate guide to Star Trek fanzines. Supplement 6 Vol 1, 
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author/title/subject Hsting of 400 Trek fanzines (classic and TNG). Looking for 
the Kirk/Uhura story? Spock as a Mouseketeer? Even a Wesley love story? 
Trexindex will tell you where to find it! $15.50 + postage (2 lbs} All back 
supplements are available. Supplement 6 Vol 2, Poet/artist listings for zines 
indexed in Vol 1. Want to find every poem by Robin Hood? Every piece of art by 
Robert Jan? This is where you’! find itt $9.25 DATA ENTRIES 1 - 11 ~ the Brent 
Spiner/Data newsletter. 1 - 4. $1 each, 5 - 11, $1.50 each, postage on each 1/8 

lb. Order from Bill Hupe and Peg Kennedy, Suite 50, 920 Trowbridge Rd No. 2, East 
Lansing, MI 48823, USA. All prices in US dollars. Many other titles, both Trek 
and other media, available. Janet Ellicott (see below) is acting as Bill’s agent in 
Britain - SAE her for British prices. 


WHO WAS THAT MASKED MAN? Biographical info and credits listings. No. 1 - STAR 
TREK: THE NEXT GENERATION. £1 within Europe, £2 elsewhere. No. 2 ~ ORIGINAL TREK 
&2 within Europe, £3 elsewhere. Many other zines also available, including some 

from Bill Hupe and from Australia. Send large SAE for list. Janet Ellicott, 43 
Brooksbank House, Retreat Place, Morning Lane, Hackney, London E9 6RN, England. 


ZINES by Kay Stagg. Genzines - Kirk/Spock orientated. Hurt/comfort. 

IN PERSPECTIVE a new full length story, 177 pages. £4.70. 

SECOND CHANCE/A COLD BY ANY OTHER NAME {previously appeared in Stargate I and 
Stargate II), 75 pages £3.00. TROUBLES REVISITED/THE RIFT/JUSTICE SHOULD BE SEEN 
TO BE DONE (previously appeared in Stargate III1 and ScoTpress Log Entries 61) 90 
pages £3.60. FREEDOM - full length story, 167 pages - £4.70. TOO MANY AVENUES - 
full length story 171 pages - £4.70. Please make cheques or postal orders payable 

to Kay Stagg and send order to 33 Barrack Rd, Guildford, Surrey, GU2 6RU. Postage 
(second class) and packing included in price. For Europe & Overseas rates please 

send IRC. For other items, ie pens, pencils, notebooks, etc, send SAE for info. 


Merry Men Press 

FIRST TIME zines contain K/S stories, art and poetry. Age statement required. 

FIRST TIME is always on time. All inquiries and orders are promptly filled, 

no~one’s left to hang on the line. SAE (addressed envelope and 2 IRCs) for more 
info. FIRST TIME 1 ~ 29 available. 

New - GAMBIT, a K/S novel by Kay Wells. WITHIN THE MIRROR - an all mirror-related 
K/S zine. Full of first time stories, and on time. Within the Mirror I is 

nominated for several awards. Within the Mirror II - V are also currently in 

print. BESIDE MYSELF 1 & 2 - well-illustrated K/S zines exclusively written by 
Robin Hood and her assorted pen names. FETISH - a K/S novel by Jenny Starr. 
Winner of 1988 Best Novel. PORTRAITS ~ A K/S novel by Charlotte Frost. SCATTERED 
STARS 1 & 2 ~ an alternate universe K/S fanzine. Prices for all zines are $20.00 

US, $22.00 Canada, $2600 foreign. US currency only please. Merry Men Press, 274 
Roanoke Rd, El Cajon, CA 92020, USA. 


DUET (K/S zine) is now being put out by Carole Weatheril] and Janice MacDonald. 
If ordering Duet K/S material an age statement is required. Anyone wishing to 
submit stories (long or short) please submit to both Carole Weatherill and Janice 
MacDonald. Apologies to all readers for the long delay in putting out zines. 
Orders to Janice MacDonald. Prices as follows: U.K. £5.00, USA $20.00, Europe 
£6,00, others £9.00. 2 IRCs and an SAE should be included for foreign enquiries. 
Carole Weatherill, 8 St. Margarets Grove, Twickenham, Middx. TW1 1JG 

Janice MacDonald, 10 Lorne Gardens, Laurieston, Falkirk, Stirlingshire, Scotland. 


UNIVERSER & UNIVERSER 2 - Star Trek poetry and prose, Price each: UK £2.00, Europe 
£3,00, Aust/Japan £3.50, USA $5.00, including postage. Also available - zines 

containing stories about other characters played by Leonard Nimoy. Copyright 

Tsaela Press. All available from Linda C Wood, 186 Copland Road, Glasgow G51 2UN, 
Scotland, 


BSFR 

THE GAMES OF MAGELLAN a novel written and illustrated by Rod Summers. Price 23.30 
for BSFR members, £3.90 for non members. Please add 60p p&p for Britain. 

STAR VOYAGES 1 BSFR Short Story Zine. Issue 1 contains five short stories set in 
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the universe of ‘Classic’ Trek. The writers are; Glyn & Lynda Probert, Oriel 
Cooper, Rod Summers, John A. Mariani & Steve Farthing. Price £3.50 for BSFR 
members, £4.00 for non members. Please add 60p p&p for Britain. 
AFTERGLOW a novel by Jacqueline Comben, seque! to GREEN FIRE, 
members, £3.95 for non members. Please add 60p p&p for Britain. 
Other titles still available. Dave Uppington, BSIFR Zines, 10 Wedgwood Close, 
Portfield Green, Whitchurch, Bristol BS14 9YE. 


Price £3.45 for BSFR 


Kathleen Resch 

K/S zines ~ age statement required 

’;HY'LA 9 - new. Stories by Eva Stuart, Vivian Gates, Greta Fouland, Natasha 
Barry, Susan Douglass; art by Chris Soto, Deeb Cairns, Lori Lee and others; colour 
cover by Gayle Feyrer. T’HY'LA 1, 3-5, 7~9 (short stories) $24.00 each, air, 

$20.00 each surface; No. 2, novel ‘The Things I Cannot Change’ $24.00 air, $20.00 
surface; No. 6, $18.00 air, $15.00 surface. No. 10 is open for submissions.; 

BEFORE THE GLORY (short stories) $24.00 air; DAY OF VENGEANCE, novel by Jean 
Lightfoot and C. Del Rio, $19.00 air; THE PRICE OF FREEDOM - novel by Jean 
Lightfoot. What is the true meaning of non-emotion? Spock has disappeared; Kirk 
risks both life and career to find him - but when he does, he finds a drug-addicted 
stranger... $26.00 air, $20.00 surface. Zines from other fandoms also available. 
Kathleen Resch, PO Box 1766, Temple City, CA 91780, USA. fEd: Send an SAE for info 
on possible increase of prices due to U.S. postal rise.} 





THE SMALL PRINTERS 

HOOPS OF STEEL by Meg Wright. (Reprint) £4.25 inclusive of p&p. 

Star Trek and Professionals zines, new and reprinted. SAE for prices and 
availability to L. R. Muir, 1 Moor Park Avenue, Leeds LS6 4BT. 


HIATUS PRESS 

A LEGEND BEGINS by Barbara Alleyn. A biography of the early life of James T. Kirk. 
200+ pages. Printed on A5 with card covers and spiral bound. Price £6.30 inc 
postage US price $14.00 inc postage. Cheques should be made payable to Barbara E, 
Ellams. Hiatus Press, Plat 2, 32 St Mary's Road, London SE15 2DW 


THE PARTING OF THE WAYS by Sue Embury. How was it that Kirk, Spock and McCoy 
‘were leading such separate lives at the start of TMP? What persuaded Kirk to give 
up his ship, and Spock to join the Kohlinahr discipline? Price U.K. £3.95 Overseas 
rates on request. For each copy sold 50p will be donated to the IDIC guide dog 
fund. Order from Sue Embury, Lower Bailea, Tregare, Monmouth, Gwent NPS 4JL 


LONE STAR TREK (hurt-comfort/action-adventure), No. 1 $20 OS Airmail, No.2 $25 OS 
Airmail, No.3 {available March 1991), classic Trek and TNG stories. Kirk and Sarek 
evaluate Kzinti readiness to join the Federation; an alien energy web traps ships 
from all over the galaxy; Troi confronts Riker about their previous relationship; 
and others. $25 OS airmail, $18 USA, $19 Canada. LoneStar Trek, c/o Laurie 
Haynes/Jan Meek, P.O. Box 189, DeRidder, LA 70634, USA. 


TO CATCH A BUTTERFLY by Shirley Buck. A full length Classic Trek adventure story. 
The Enterprise is sent to help a planet stricken by famine to find that not even 

the resources of the starship are enough to cope with the catastrophe. This was 
originally published several years ago; it is a limited run and will not be 

reprinted. Price £4.50 UK, includes postage and packing. Only sterling payment 
accepted. Write to: Shirley Buck, 158 Westway, Raynes Park, London SW20 9LS. 


FOREVER PUBLICATIONS 

EDGE OF FOREVER II ~ Deluxe edition featuring Classic Trek fiction and art. 

Includes the surprising conclusion of Cyrano’s Revenge (with a recap of Part 1); 
Lucky Pavel and the Three Virtuous Maidens of Gdansk, a story the like of which we 
guarantee you’ve never read; and a searingly romantic view of Once, Paradise. 

Follow Spock through the Guardian, and in Unfamiliar Ground, experience with Ensign 
Chekov his most difficult mission - gaining the respect of his resentful commanding 
officer. And much more. $20.00 (Europe air}, 

EDGE OF FOREVER - Deluxe edition featuring Classic Trek. Fiction and articles by 
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G. DeLeon & S. Wilson, M.M. Rengstorff, P. Avant, S.B. Backus, J. Miller, S. 
Bookman. Poetry by G. DeLeon, M. Perry. Art by A. Kunz, Teegar, B. Perry, S. 
Florin. $15.00 (Europe air). 

HE TREKZINE TIMES - How can you become an informed zine buyer? The Trekzine 
‘mes is a letterzine about fanzines featuring articles by familiar names in fandom 
concerning publishing, editing, writing, illustration, and reading. Also 
challenging contests, and more, Its main focus, though, is readers’ letters of 
comment; their fanzine opinions, critiques, cheers, boos and hisses, and most 
importantly, fanzine readers’ ideas. Published quarterly. $16.00/yr (Europe air). 
Please send two IRCs for detailed information on ail our publications. Forever 
Productions, Dept. ID, PO Box 75, Cooper Station, New York, NY 10276, U.S.A. 


T-2Z-S Ent Inc. 

Submissions {& artwork) are sought for a new American-style K/S zine for 
publication this December (or sooner), Classic Trek/TNG but anything considered 
as long as it’s raunchy, interesting or amusing. Please send SAE for info to 
7-2-S Ent Inc., 124 Rossiyn St., Aigburth, Liverpool, Merseyside L17 7DP 


STAGE STRUCK ~ an occasional series of interviews with actors. No. 2, Beauty, 
Royalty and Genius - a rare interview with Derek Jacobi. A 28-page insight into 
one of Britain’s leading actors, containing 11 pages of photographs from his stage 
and television work, including I, Claudius, Breaking the Code, Hamlet, and his. 

latest stage success, Kean. Send £2.50 plus 40p p&p (Europe 70p, elsewhere £1.80) 
for each copy required. Foreign orders must be in British currency, Make cheques 
payable to P.M. Clarke. Order from Ms. Y. Parkin, 44 Wimslow Close, Redesdale 

Park, Wallsend, Tyne & Wear NE28 8TB, England, Sold in aid of the British Diabetic 
Association, 


AIRWAVES, multi-media zine with topics ranging from A-Team, Galactica, Blake’s 7, 
Star Trek, TNG, Dr. Who, The Equalizer, Robin of Sherwood, Beauty and the Beast, 
Professionals, Knight Rider, Airwolf, The Bill, Miami Vice etc. Submissions always 
welcome, no limits to length but no Adult or slash fiction, please! Free copy of 
zine to all contributors. Zines are computer printed, with photocopied photo 
covers, 65 plus pages per issue. SAE for flyer giving details of prices, 
availability ete. 

KNIGHT 2000 a Knight Rider based zine. Flyer available. Submissions always 
welcome. 

FLIGHT INTO SLAVERY: Battlestar Galactica & Blake’s 7 crossover story. Now 
available as computer reprint. Photocopied photo cover. 59 pages. Price inc! 
p&p: UK - £2.50, Europe - £3.50, Overseas: £6 Airmail. 

THE HOODED MAN: An "Airwaves" Robin of Sherwood special - predominantly Jason 
Connery. Computer printed, with photocopied photo cover. Issues 1 and 2 now 
available, (three interlinked stories in each issue), SAE for further details. 

Price: £2.50 incl, postage. Overseas: £6.00 incl airmail, Europe: £4.00. 

(USA, currency accepted) IMO/bank drafts must be in sterling. Cheques in dollars 
or Eurocheques cannot be accepted. Order from: Miss B. Callagher, 195 Radipole 
Lane, Weymouth, Dorset, DT4 OTQ. 


SENTINEL: Fanzine that covers Science Fiction related television. Topics include 
Star Trek, Voyage to the Bottom of the Sea, Thunderbirds, Blake’s 7, Doomwatch, The 
Avengers, Doctor Who, Star Trek:The Next Generation, The Prisoner etc, etc, 
Coverage includes video/book/soundtrack/TV reviews, features, letters of comment, 
artwork, quiz competition, fiction, episode listings and much more. Submissions 
welcomed and always needed, article/fiction writers knowledgeable with Robin of 
Sherwood, Space 1999 and Irwin Allen shows also especially required. Advertising 
space also available at 20p per issue. One copy of Sentinel costs £1.50 including 
postage and packing, cheques only please made payable to ‘Christian Doubble’. 
Sorry, unable to process non-UK orders. Enquiries must be accompanied by an SAE. 
Post orders to: Christian Doubble, 69 Queens Road, Wimbledon, SW19 8NP. 
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YEAR’S EVE, P.O. Box 29, Hitchin, Herts SGi 9TG. 


WE 3 ARE KLINGONS! 5-8 March 1992, Angel Hotel, Northampton. A Klingon weekend. 
Following on from We Are Klingons! and We Are Klingons, Too!, a change of venue 
brings the representatives of the glorious Empire to Northampton. Qapla” 
Registration £12, room rates to be advised, but will be around £22 b&b. Tara 
Dyson, Dept. of Chemistry, University College, 20 Gordon Street, London WC1H OAJ. 


SOL Il '92. The 33rd British Star Trek Convention ist - 4th May, 1992. 

Venue: The Grand Hotel, Birmingham. Full Registration: £25.00. (Further details 
on request). Room rates: £25.00 per person per night, inclusive of VAT and full 
English breakfast, and irrespective of type of room. Guest speakers (to be 
announced); theme parties; disco; fancy dress; auctions; competitions; video 
programmes beginning at noon on Friday. Our charity is the Royal National 
Institute for the Deaf. For further information and an application form, please 
write to SOL III '92, c/o Heather Hillsden, 148 Reede Road, Dagenham, Essex RM10 
8DX, enclosing a stamped addressed envelope. 


REC~CON: The 34th British Star Trek Convention. 28th - 3lst August, 1982 

Guests to be confirmed. To be held at the Piccadilly Hotel, Manchester. 
Registration until 6/5/1991 £23.00, after 6/5/1991 until 4/8/1992 £25.00. 

Room rates £28 per person per night in Twin/Double rooms. £40.00 per person per 
night in single room. Contact: Tina Hewett, 65 Park Road, Dartford, Kent DAl 1ST. 


IFT CONVENTION '92 $th-12th October 1992, Holiday Inn Leicester. 

Guests to be confirmed. Convention Charity to be chosen. 

PROGRAMME Video (Original/Next Generation), Art/Model Display, Dealers’ Room 
(Professional/Clubs), Competitions {Art/Fiction/Poetry/Fancy Dress), Disco, Theme 
Party, A KLINGON HUNT?2??? Further details send an SASE to: IFT CON °92, Fiona 
Barrowclough, 129 Westfield Road, Wellingborough, Northants NN& 3EN. 


WARP ONE: The 35th British Star Trek Convention, 30th April - 3rd May, 1993 
At the Middleton Tower Holiday Centre, Morecambe, Lancs. 

Registration: £25 until 31/12/91, £30 thereafter, Under 16s half price, under 5s 
free, Day and supporting registrations available. 

Accommodation: £26.70 PPPN if paying before 18/3/93, £33.30 PPPN after 18/3/93. 
Under 16s half price, under 2s free. The vate is for full board accommodation, 
Guests to be announced, parties, disco, videos programme, the usual competitions 
plus some surprises. In aid of Cancer Research, 

For more details and a registration form send an SAE to Warp One, 69 Merlin 
Crescent, Edgware, Middlesex HA8 6JB. 


NON STAR TREK EVENTS 





MASQUERADES 91: ist Major British Beauty and the Beast Convention. 

23-26 August 1991, at The Grand Hotel, Birmingham. Registration £25. Room rates: 
£22 per person per night in twin/double, £26 per night single. Dealers tables, 
video rooms, competitions, disco, fancy dress, masked ball etc. Confirmed Guests: 
Armin Shimerman (Pascal - also played numerous Ferengi in ST:TNG) and Ritch 
Brinkley (William). Roy Dotrice hopes to confirm at the last minute. For full 
details send SASE to: Jacqui Clarke, Helpers Network UK,12 Jessop Close, 
Leasingham, Sleaford, Lincs NG34 8LJ. 


THE ELEVENTH LEONARD NIMOY CONVENTION: November ist ~ 3rd, 1991, at the Stakis 
Victoria Hotel, Nottingham. A programme of films spanning the career of Leonard 
Nimoy and including many rarely, if ever, seen in Britain. 

Registration fee: £14.00. For form and full details, please send SAE to Carol 

Davies, 77 The Ridings, Ealing, London wW5 3DP. 


ARMADACON 3 Science Fiction & Fantasy Convention. 8th/10th November 1991 
Astor Hotel, Elliot Street, The Hoe, Plymouth, Devon. 

Guest to include Terry Pratchett, Ed Bishop*, Michael Keating*, Adrian Cole and 
Brian Lumley. (* subject to work commitments). 


84 


Regisrration: To 20th June £18.00, from ist July 1991 £20.06. 
or more details write to Armadaton 2, s/o 4 Gleneagle Avenue, Mannamead, Plymouth, 
10752) 267873. 









Deven PLS SHL. Tei: 
FRIENDSHIP COLUMN 


Friendship adverts will be printed in one newsletter. 


Penpals: If anyone would like to write to me on any subject, or just for a ramble 1 
will answer. 1 like irreverent iand irrelevant?) humour on or off any subject. 
Lloyd, 17 Alma Terrace, Abercynffig, Sridgend, Mid. Giam, CF32 9AL. 


Hello! I'm a 17 year old Trek fan, who is in need of a penfriend. [ like ciassic 
and TNG Star Trek, and I like the technicai side of it. [ also enjoy swimming/ 
diving, time travel {now and then}, rhythm and blues music, astronomy, and reading 
horrific amounts of sci-fi and theoretical quantum mechanics (!!9}, If anyone is 
silly enough to write, contact Chris W. Parker, Middle Cottage, Golden Soney Farm, 
Tockholes, Near Darwen, Lancs BB3 ONL. 


Rob Coleman, age 17; interests comics, movies, all ST, writing, general sci/fi, 
computers; I would prefer to correspond with girls and blokes of my own age but 
would also write to older people. No offense intended! 78 Lady Somerset Rd, 
Kentish Town, London NW5 iTU. 


i'm a great Star Trek fan (old and movies). Other interests are Star Wars, Tudy 
{?) Jones, Harrison Ford, science fiction, reading a lot, Stephen King, writing 
stories, friendship, music, animals, movies, videos, NASA, astronomy, football 
(soccer. I’m a fan of AS ROMA "THE MAGIC")... and lots more! Birthday, 3rd 


November 1956. Simonetta Mostarda, Via Arbia 40, 00199 Rome, Italy. 


Wanted - some pen pals for this gal in the ’ol United States. I love both ST, old 
and new. I enjoy reading, writing, astronomy, astrology, SF/fantasy. Please write 
to: Tina Kern, 335 Dawson St, Columbus, IN 47201, USA. 


Simon, a ‘spiritually isolated’ Trekker of 26 years seeks friendly communication 

with fellow Terrans of the same gender. JI have plenty of other interests and would 
very much like to find a kindred spirit. Please write to Simon Goodall, Pyewell, 
The Green, Westerham, Kent TN16 1AS. 


Hi! I have recently discovered TNG and I would enjoy hearing from other fans, 
especially anyone interested in going to conventions (as all my friends seem to 
think I’m nuts), I’m 17 years old and love all SF/Fantasy, dogs and most music. 
Pu reply to all letters, Write tp: Rebecca Stacey, 11 Moss Close, Rugby, 
Warwickshire CV22 6SD. 


Hit My name is Christine Jahns and ! would love to correspond with other Trekkers. 
tm 28 and love Star Trek (old and new); SF, fantasy, and romance books and movies 
(especially the TV show Quantum Leap); attending conventions; learning about 

Sep UESeS writing letters and puzzles. I would especially iove to hear from 
~uropeans, but all replies are welcome. (Also if anyone can tell me what K/S is, 

Bd Sppreciate it!!) Please write to: Christine Jahns, Route 1 Box 86, Princeton, 

WE 34968, U.S.A. : 


ait My name's Helena. W’m 16 years old and have just finished my G.C.S.ls. Most 
ie i eenee think I’m crazy to like ST:TNG so I'm looking for penfriends (British 
pee especially foreign) to write to me and assure me that I’m not mad! My 
ig pines {actacters are Data isurprise, surprise}, Geordi, Riker, Wes and 9, and 
noveléca speabice are varied, including astronomy, geology, reading the ST:TNG 
Aiivene ni other SF, writing, film and TY, music and growing exotic plants!! 
Rau around my age who is ‘suffering’ from the ST:TNG bug should remedy it by 
ing to me, Helena Luckhurst, at 5 Faraday Road, Maidstone, Xent MEl4 2DB. 


HELP! [py living in a world of TREK-illiterates. They think a Picard is an 
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antique car and a Worf is where the boats dock! Won't someone take pity on a lone 
Trek-aholic and write? [ enjoy both the original semes and The Next Generation, 
esp. Picard, Spock, Data, Worf, etc. etc. etc. Miss Susan Schuleit, 3441 N. 

Wisconsin Street, Racine, Wisconsin 53402, U.S.A. 








Do any other !DIC members recail a magazine called Look and Learn sr, more 
specifically THE TRIGAN EMPIRE? If so then please write to me - Michael Simpson, 
‘Nambledon’, Upperfields, LEDBURY, Herefordshire, HR8 ILE. 


Um lan Pearce. I’m 14 years old and I live in a dead town called Rhymney. 
At one time Rhymney was considered a big industrial town; now all that’s left is 
industrial waste in barrels. I am a member of the Air training Corps and am hoping 
to join the RAF as a MTD - that’s a truck driver to you. I have enjoyed Star Trek 
since I was 9 years old. My hobbies are drawing starships, messing with computers, 
reading Star Trek books and playing Star Trek combat simulations. I have one 
sister, but sadly she hates Star Trek, though f can’t see why! 
I am interested in the technical side of Star Trek and would welcome letters of 
debate over various aspects of the Star Trek technology. My address is ~ Jan 
Pearce, 89 Ty~coch Est, Rhymney, Gwent, NP2 5DJ, South Wales. I hope to near from 
you soon 


SMALL ADS 


Please note: All adverts are printed as a service to members and IDIC cannot 
accept any liability. Adverts will be printed in one newsletter only. 


Please remember it is illegal to offer videos for sale, except for official copies 

~ although there is no law against asking. It is also in breach of copyright to 
advertise photocopies of zines, and unfair to request them, without the permission 
of the editor. Adverts will therefore be edited if necessary. 


FOR SALE: Classic ST novels and zines (ordinary and K/S). Offered cheap for quick 
gale while | am in England. Video: Mudd’s Women/The Enemy Within (New), Must sei] 
before September jth, SAE to Ann Reynolds, Upper Flat, 2 Jameson Road, Bexhill-on 
Sea, 


FOR SALE: SPOCK & PICARD designs on scarves. Head motif on each end. Also 
Holmes/Watson and Poirot. £7.50 each, Other designs considered depending on 
practicality. Enquiries to Mr. M. Simpson, ‘Hambledon’, Upperfields, LEDBURY, 
Herefordshire, HR8 ILE. 


WANTED: If anyone is willing to part with their old zines perhaps they would write 
to me. I’m sure we can come to some mutually satisfactory arrangement. Maureen 
Hollingsworth, 68 Newport Rd, Lake, Isle of Wight PO36 9LP, 


WANTED: Has anyone got any posters from The Motion Picture or Wrath of Khan that 
they would be willing to sell me? If so I will pay any reasonable price, Also 
wanted - K/S zines, Brother’s Keeper, Nor No Man Ever Loved, Thy’la 2 (The Things 
{ Cannot Change) and Icefire (not Ice and Fire}, I will pay any reasonable price. 
Contact Jenny Turner, 46 Chinnbrook Rd, Billesley, Birmingham B13 OLX or phone 021 
443 2995 after 6pm. 

WANTED - VHS recording of Unnatural Seiection. My copy got taped over. All 
postage will be paid by me. Phone {6603) 484558 before sending if you want. 
Philip Peart, 34 Cere Rd, Spraiston, Norwich, Norfolk NR7 8JU 


WANTED - videos of first series of Perfect Scoundrels. Mrs. Muriel Jarrett, 111 
Winchester Rd, Brislington, Bristol BS4 3NH 


WANTED ; Foster’s Log 1, 3 & 7; SC ST (orig.) 6, 13 & 14; Marvel 17 & 18; VHS 
Videos ST 69/70, 71/72, 73/74; Cartoons Vols 4 & 5 {and unreleased); Red Dwarf any, 
Will pay negotiated prices, and will answer any and all offers in any case, 

Lloyd, 17 Alma Terrace, Abercynffig, Bridgend, Mid. Glam, CF32 9AL. 
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WANTED: Does anyone have a video of the first season of Twin Peaks which i can 
borrow? Please contact: Jason Hart, 9 Gostwick, Orton Brimbles, Peterborough, 
Camos PE2 OXF 


STAR TREK FAN AND ACTOR CLUBS UPDATE 


We have available information sheets giving details of all the British Star Trek 
clubs and local groups we know about, plus actor clubs for Leonard Nimoy, DeForest. 
Kelley, George Takei, Walter Koenig, Nichelle Nichols, Brent Spiner, Marina Sirtis 

and Guy Vardaman. If you would like a copy write and ask Janet; enclose at least 
a 9" x 6" SAE plus an extra loose 17p stamp. 


Please enclose a SASE when writing to clubs for information. 


OUTPOST ONE - Opening hailing frequencies to all Trekkers who are fans of ORIGINAL 
Star Trek ONLY! Here is the club you’ve been waiting for: "OUTPOST ONE”. 

The “Open Union of Trekkers for the Preservation of ORIGINAL Star Trek”, {and 
its cast and crew), welcomes members who believe in the original idea and form of 
IDIC, and who wish to keep the enthusiasm and the Dream alive. 

Membership costs £8 per year for 6 newsletters and a membership package. The 
first Newsletter is available NOW! Payment by International Money Order in 
sterling, or cash in sterling. Please add 10% for exchange-rate bank charges. 

Please note that this club’s language is English! Contact: Karen Hayden & Bettina 
Rackel, “OUTPOST ONE", Am Tannenbusch 31, 4192 Kalkar, West Germany 


STATION GAMMA 1 ~ BSFR Affiliate Star Trek club covering all aspects of Trek 
including relevant science fact. 4 n/l pa. For further information please contact 
Oriel Cooper, 118 Abbotswood Road, Brockworth, Glos. GL3 4PF 


(GEC) GALACTIC ENGINEERS CONCORDANCE The name says it all. If you want to know 
more about Warp Engine, Power Output, Weapons, Navigation, and more about class of 
Vessels, then GEC is for you. Federation, Romulan, Klingon, GEC will help. For 
information contact Jason Hickinbotham, 21 Selkirk Road, Dover, Kent CT16 2BT, GB, 

or Roy J Firestone CA, (GEC) 11400 SE Abbey Lane, Clackmas, OR 97015, USA. 


ENTERPRISE ORIGINALS is a ‘pure’ Star Trek club with no other media connections, 
provides a quarterly newsletter and sometimes publishes story zines which are 
available to members at reduced prices. We have a room party at each U.K. major 
Trek convention. Our members tend to be those of an ‘older’ generation who 
remember life before Trek, but anyone is welcome. Dues: U.K.: £4.00 per year, EEC: 
£5.50 per year (4 n/ls in each case), other countries: check with Pam beiow for 
costs, Honorary Members: Gene and Majel Roddenberry and Nichelle Nichols. Send 
S.a.e, to:- Pam Crabtree, 58 Beresford Drive, Southport, Lancs. PR9 7JY, 





IAAPS: INTERNATIONAL AUDIENCE ALLIANCE FOR PATRICK STEWART: An international 
club, with its headquarters in USA, which covers the career of Patrick Stewart from 
Stratford to Star Trek. Membership runs January to December: 4 "Stargazer" n/Is a 
year. Whatever time of year you join, you will receive all four n/ls for that 

year. Membership for 1991 is $24 direct from the States. Contact: IAAPS/ 
STARGAZER, P.O. Box 2173, Norfolk, Virginia 23501, USA (note new address). 

British fans can join via the UK branch. Membership costs £15 for 1991, for this 
you receive the 4 U.S. "Stargazer" n/is plus the British n/l “Britgazer" which is 
published periodically. Please enclose SAE with all enquiries. Cheques payable to 
iAAPS, Contact: Pat Mitchell, 38 Ashbourne Grove, Halifax, West Yorkshire HX1 4JU. 


DATA ENTRIES ~ this is a newsletter rather than a club. Editors: Jim & Meiody 
Rondeau, 1853 Fallbrook Ave., San Jose, CA 95130, USA. Copies are available from 
Bill Yupe - for his address see his advert in the Zine Ads. 





WILLIAM SHATNER FELLOWSHIP Helen E, Molloy, 10940 North Moorpark, North Hollywood, 
OA 91602, Usa - have been teld that this club has folded. 





FANS OF MARK LENARD A new unofficial club starting up in January 1991. Get in at 
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the start - send an SAE plus IRC to Michelle Perry, 11 Park Drive, Napanee, 
Ontario, K7R 2Z3 Canada for information, 


fffu¥ - friends, fans and followers of Jonathan Frakes Membership is $16.00/vear 
ULS. ($21.00 U.K.) and includes a subscription to ‘Ready and Willing’, our 
quarterly newsletter featuring articles, reviews, profiles of members, a calendar 
of upcoming events, art, cartoons, short fiction, poetry, members’ classifieds, and 
other goodies we have yet to think up. SAE (plus IRC ~ UK} to fffJF, Suite 214, 
145A Danbury Road, New Milford, CT O6776, U.S.A. 





MICHAEL DORN APPRECIATION ORGANIZATION: produce the ‘Dorn’ zine and regular 
‘Organisational Memos’. Send 2 IRC’s to: Marc B. Lee, P.O. Box 183, i 
City, MD 21043, USA. 





THE OFFICIAL COLM MEANEY FAN CLUB 92 2nd Street, West Fairview, PA 17025, USA. 
THE JAMES DOOHAN FAN CLUB: No. 1-361, 13410 Preston Road, Dallas, Texas 75240, USA. 


GIANTS LOG International Appreciation Society for Land of the Giants. Quarterly 
fanzine with up-to-date news, interviews and photographs - for further details send 
a large stamped SAE (or 3 international reply coupons) to Giants Log, 11 Kimbolton 
Court, Kimbolton Road, Bedford MK40 2PH. 


LOCAL GROUP NEWS 


LEEDS STARFLEET: SAE to Mike Mullen, 25 Claremont Road, Headingley, Leeds LS6 4EB. 
Meetings (incl. video programme) are held between 12 and 5pm on the following 
Sundays at the Headingley Community Centre, North Lane, Leeds: June 16th, July 14 
and August 18th, 1991. 


THE AWAY TEAM: Glasgow Star Trek Local Group. Meetings every 6-9 weeks, news 
sheet STATIC INTERFERENCE, SAE for info to Catherine Melrose, 127 Medwyn Street, 
Glasgow G14 9QJ 


THE BRIDGE CREW: - formerly The Landing Party. A local group based in the south 
east of Scotland. Fortnightly meetings at the Ailsa Craig Hotel. The group can be 
contacted at: Wester Auchinricoch Farm, Banton, Near Kilsyth G65 0Q2. Please 
enclose an SAE. 


NOTTINGHAM STAR TREK GROUP meets on the first Wednesday of every month at Byrons 
(near Trinity Square/Central Police Station) in the city centre from about 7.30pm 
onwards, Write or ring Michael Butcher, 501 Beechdale Road, Aspley, Nottingham, 

tel. no. 0602 296323 for further info and confirmation of meeting dates. 


OPEN HOUSE First weekend of every month but please phone first to check (081 985 
0426), Zines for sale, tapes to watch, other fans to chat to, Janet Ellicott, 43 
Brooksbank House, Retreat Place, Morning Lane, Hackney £9 


Non Trek Clubs 


APPRECIATION: An Appreciation Society catering for the fans of Rod Serling’s 
Twilight Zone and Night Gallery, Leslie Stevens’ Outer Limits, All of the Irwin 

Allen Shows, Voyage to the Bottom of the Sea, Lost In Space, The Time Tunnel, Land 
of the Giants. Membership Pack includes: Membership Cert., 4 Newsletters a year, 4 
photolist which will be continually updated. Plus many more tnings to come; 
Scripts, Blueprints, Model Kits and Posters. Dues £10.00 UK, £12.00 Europe, $20.00 
USA/Australia. For info write to Mr J. Smith, 73 Bournemouth Park Road, Southend 
on Sea, Essex SS2 5JJ. Please enclose a SAEor 2 IRCs, 


SCC OK 
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“he deadline for submissions (articles, reviews, ads, etc) for the next newsletter 
ig September ith. Please send everything to Janet unless otherwise specified ~ 
after August 25th send them to Sheila. 


Copyright [DIC August 1991. Au rights are reserved to the writers. No attempt is 
made to supersede any rights held by Paramount, NBC, BBC, CIC or any other hold 
of copyright in Star Trek material. Articies should not be reprinted without 

written permission. Factual information may be reprinted with appropriate credit. 








‘The opinions stated in this newsletter are those of the writers and do not 
necessarily reflect those of the committee. 


Send tot- 

Janet - Subseriptions/Renewals; anything for the newsletter including ads, 
articles, letters etc.; used stamps for The Guide Dogs for the Blind Association. 
Sheila ~- All zine orders. 

Sheila or Valerie ~ Submissions of stories, poetry & artwork for zines; used 
stamps. 

Helen - Submissions of crosswords, quizzes etc, 

Ne it is okay to send newsletter items to Sheila or Valerie as jong as they 
receive them at least 10 days prior to the deadline. 











Committee Addresses: 

Janet Quarton, 15 Letter Daill, Cairnbaan, Lochgilphead, Argyll PA31 8SX, Scotland 
Sheila Clark, 6 Craigmiil Cottages, Strathmartine, by Dundee DD3 OPH, Scotland 
Valerie Piacentini, 20 Ardrossan Road, Saltcoats, Ayrshire KA21 5EW, Scotland 
Helen White, 34 Fletcher Gardens, Binfield, Bracknell, Berks RG12 1FJ 


Dues UK £6.00, USA/Middle East Air $22.000 (£10.80), Australia £11.40, Europe 
£8.50, 


DATA PROTECTION ACT 

This is a statutory notice as prescribed by the above Act. In accordance with the 
conditions governing the maintenance of machine-readable records by 
non-incerporated members’ clubs, IDIC must advise that the names and addresses of 
every member are held in a computer-readable format in order to more efficiently 
prepare and despatch newsletters. The information is used for this purpose only, 
and will not be disclosed to any other party whatsoever without the specific 
consent of the Data Subject (ie. the member concerned), You should also be aware 
that you have a statutory right for your name to be deleted from the computer 
record and for your newsletters to be addressed manually. 
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